


ABSTRACT 


The Iranis did not, like the Turanis, belong to the 
race of the Imperial family of the Mughals. Yet they formed 
a component of the early Mughal nobility in India. It was 
strengthened after Humayun's return from Persia. Akbar 
patronized the Iranis so as to counter balance the influence 
of the Turanis, and his son Jahangir used them to limit the 


influence of the old Akbar Shahi nobility. 


The Iranis appear to have been migrating from 
different regions of the Safavid Iran owing to various social 
and political reasons. They came from several strata of the 
society, having been military commanders, civil bureaucrats, 
merchants and scholars and professionals like physicians and 
architects. In India they were found employment, both 
through mansabs and lower offices. In doing so, it appears 
that, a distinction was always made between those who came 
with some administrative experience and those without it. 
Sometimes, as under Aurangzeb, the family background was 
given preference over experience. During this period a 
considerable number of Iranis also came from the Deccan after 


deserting service in the Kingdoms of Bijapur and Golkunda. 
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Our data suggest that both under Shahjahan and 
Aurangzeb the Iranis held largest number of mansabs as 
compared with other racial groups, particularly in the 
category of highest mansabs, viz. 5000 gat and above. 
Amongst Iranis belonging to different regions, both 
numerically and as mansabdars, the Teheranis, Mashhadis, 
Qandaharis and Harvis were prominent during Shahjahan's 
reign, under Aurangzeb the Khawafis and Qandaharis enjoyed 


a comparable position. 


The Iranis seem to have enjoyed particular 
preference in appointments as central ministers. They 
occupied most of the central offices under Shahjahan and 
Aurangzeb. In some they seem to have practically 


established a monopoly. 


The fortunes of several important senior Iranian 
families, viz. those of I'timad-ud Dawla, ‘ALi Mardan Khan, 
Asad Khan, Ruhullah Khan, Mir Jumla, the Mirzas of Qandahar 
and the Khawafis and Ma'muris have been studied in the 
thesis. The family of I'timad-ud Daula still seems to 
have remained the greatest of all, and many o-her important 
Iranian families maintained matrimonial relations with this 


family. 


Some affinity between the Khawafis and Ma'muris 
is also evident. They illustrate the careers of medium 


ranking nobles, specializing mainly in revenue matters. 


Shaista Khan and Mir Jumla are the two best 
representatives of the Iranian nobles known for their 
commercial activities. The latter owned ships which sailed 
to several of the West and South-east Asian Kingdoms. The 
allegation that Shaista Khan ruined English trade in Bengal 
can not be accepted as true. Mir Jumla provides the best 
example of a merchant-noble who was successful on thé two 


fronts, political and commercial, throughout his life. 
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Preface 


This thesis is devoted to the study of the 
fortunes of the Iranian nobility in the Mughal Empire 
during the larger part of the 17th century (the reigns 
of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb). An attempt-is made to 
analyse the factors which made it important in the Mughal 
system, the sources and nature of Iranian immigration, 
and the fortunes of samples of Iranian families of high 
and medium ranks. The position of the Iranis in terms of 
mangabs as well as offices is examined in detail. Finally, 
the thesis aims at studying their relations with the 


commercial world. 
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a, u and ij the long vovels as 3, U and i. 
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CHAPTER OhE 


IRANIAN NOBILITY UNDER AKBAR AND JAHANGI? 


We may take the Mughal nobility to signify the 
class of persons wno as high officers of the Emoire consti- 
tuted tne higher rungs in the political hierarchy. Tuese 
officers comprised both civil bureaucrats and military 
commanders. Their personal status was officially fixed 
by their ranks (mansabs) granted by the Emperor. Ey 
Aurangzeb's time the term uma ra’ (plural of amir, 'com ander, 
noble! ) me applied to officers holding mangabs of 1000 gat 


and above. 


The Mughal nobility was heterogenous in churacter 
as it comprised certain well-recognized racial groups such 
as Turanis (Central Asians), Iranis (Persians), Afghans, 
Shaikhzadas (Indian Muslims), Rajptits and the Deccunis (i.e. 
Fijapuris, Haiderabadis and Marathas), Chandra 8Lan 
Brahman has given an account of this heterogenous character 
of the Mughal governing class towards the close of 
Shahjahan's ee Among the foreign observers Berni-r 


eee ee ne ee ee + ee 


1 M. Atnar Ali, The Mughal Nobility Under Aurangzeb, 


Bonbay, 1966, p. © (hereinafter cited as Mugnal liobility). 


2 Guldasta, MS. No. 656/44 Sir Sulaiman Collection, 
Maulana Azad Library Aligarh, ff. 4(b)-5(a). 


¢ 
also Socaxs of the oresence of Uzbeks, Persians, Arabs 
and “Turks or tueir descendants in the Mughal court. He 
acds that the "Omaras mostly consist of adventurers from 


2 
gifferent nations who entice one another to the court,” 


Thus the Mughals had a multi-national, multi-racial 
and wulti-religious ruling class. Commenting on tne 
nungabdars listed in the Ain-i Akbari, Moreland noted that 
just under 70 per cent of the nobles whose origin is known 
were forcigners belonging "to families which had eitucr 
come to India with Humaytn or had arrived at the court after 
ine accession of Akbar." Amongst foreigners the two elements 
— Turanis and Ir3nis enjoyed a predominant position in 
Akbar's nobility. By Tiranis we mean persons coming from 
Central Asia, where the Turkish languages were spoken; and 
tne lranis were largely the Persian spcaking peoples from 
erat up to Baghdad i.e. the inhabitants of the whole of 
the present-day aaa 8 and the Persian-sneaking parts of 


- ~ 6, = 
Afvnanistan and Iraq. We have, however, used tne term 
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1 Francois Bernier, Travels In The Mughal Empire 
LSet Sd tr. 4, Tonstable, second cdition, Deli 196, 
Dp. O09, 


p> badge 242. 


3 \..h. Moreland, India at the Death of akbar, Delhi 
(hep. ), 1974, pp. 69-70. 


4 Mughal Nobility, op.cit., pp. 16, 19. 


'Irani nobility' in a precised sense viz. those Irdidians 
who .ed served with the Safavid rulers before their migra- 
tion to India or the persons coming from the various parts 
of tne yafuvid empire, including the Kurds, the Circiss.é@ns 


and the Turkmans. 


Since the ruling family was of Tirani origin, tue 
Turanui notles were initially larger in number. Thus, it 
apn_ars tnut the nobility bequeathed by Humayun was pre- 
dominantly Turani yet with a substantial number of Ira:is 
who had joined his service during his sojourn in Iran and 
uid accompanied hin, to India. AbUl Fazl has given a list of 
these nobles, who were £7 in all. Out of these 27 were 
Turani and 21 Irani; the remaining 9 of them were wiiaenti- 


1 = = 
fied. Among the Iranis Bairam Khan, Afzal Khan (hir Dayus.i), 


> = Mer ; sents Port os -. 
Ashraf shan (Mir Munshi), Lhwaja Abdul Majid (Diwan), Ahwaja 


QAtBulls: (Diwan-i Fuyitét), Mir Shaiabuddin (Mir Sdman), 
huwaja Abul Qasim and Mir Hasan pene important nobles as 
indicited by the offices they held. During the resei.cy of 
Bairam kndn Iranis as a group maintained tneir positon as 


— 


u@ is found to nave vromoted some of :.is low rankinse «oftiecrs 


1 Afzal Husain, "Growth of lrani Element in Akbar's 
hoot ty sy False s 26th Session, Alafarh 107%, -s 467s 


im) 


AbUL Fagl, Akbar Namo, ed. Mavlavi Abdur Rahim, 7.11 
tnd.5 3 vols, Calcutta, 1873-87, vol. Type 342° (x 
De Pe 1 bed: aS “Aelia jh. 


to vory with pusitions, The »uthor of the Zakbir2v-ul- 


Lu. anin mentions that some twenty-five oersons of low-r 
. tt ete 1 
ranks were raised to the mangabs of £000 by Bairam 1} an. 


Akbur himself stutes in a farman that hairam huin re ised 
scveral of nis menial servants to the status of i c"iie and 

, 8 
Sul vans. 

after the dismissil of Bairam khan a crisis 

develoned at the court which led to the rebellion by most 
of the Turani nobles. Akbar introduced two new elen ts - 
Shaikhcidas (Indian Muslims) and Pajputs - as couuter poise 
to ihe nressure of ™urani nobility. tle also promoted Trani 


nobles to nigher ranks as a reward for tueir loyalty svring 
2 
=) 


© erasis. It avneurs tnat the Iranian nobilit, in weritea 


by akbir nad already formed its nucleus in the ccurt during 
ine period of ttumayun's stay in Iran and his resto ation of 
tue Jndiun empire. In addition to this nucleus of eat 
nobles a large number of Persians migrated to Indie tring 


Aibar's reign in search of gmployment and were adinit.ca to 


1 Snaiky Farid Bhaxkari, Zakbirat-ul khawanin, cd. J. 
Moinul Haq, 3 vols., Karachi, T96T-197%, vol. I,.. 17 


(nereafter see Loki )« 
2 Asli, Vol. Il, PL. 1 06-1 07. 


3 Iqtidar Alam hhan, 'The Nobility Under Akbar and cne 
Development of his Religious Policy 1650-60', J.f.4.5., 
Part 3-4, 1959, pr. 29-36 and his monograph, The — 
Political Biograpl.y of a Mugnal loble Funim Lban w1dn-i 
boandn 1497-1575, Aligarh, 1973, pp. AVI-XVII. 


the ueobility. Several factors were responsible for ti. ir 
mi; vution from Iran. Aodparently, the presence alread: of 

an lrvaui element in nigher positions and in substutiel 

hu pees, VTogetner with Akbar's conscious effort at diversi- 
fying the ruling class, and his patronage of Persizen nobles 
anu culture were obviously the principal factors w.ich 


1 
mMignt aive encourtged tuem to come to India. 


To this was edaued the persecution of Suniis il the 
sufavid empire during the sixteenth century when the c.:.oice 


i-ft to several was eitner to accept Shitism or to forsake 
= 


a 


tLe country. During Akbar's reign Mir Abdul lait or 

Gazwin cCume to India because of religious persecution in 
Iran. ..e belonged to the Saifi Saiyids of Qaawin w..0 were 
Si ds by faith. On the testimony of Ghyasuddin “li Acaf 
kun, BadStni states that Saifi Saiyids were all bir ited 
Sunnis and Shah Tahmasp deprived them of tu.eir estares, tus 


3 


_ ¢ a _ ~ - 

ccmpelling Mir abdul Latif to come to India. Shurif. muli, 

1 See areal Husuin's article op.cit.,p. 168. 

2 The people of hhawaf were formerly bigoted Suniis but 
luter they emerged as staunch Shias under the compulsion 


during Shah AbLas's reign. See Z.Ku., Vol. I, Dd» 19°- 
963 see also Chanter 4 Section ITI. 


ee) 


Abuul Qadir Bad&ini, Nuntakhab-ut Tawarikh, ed. } silavi 
Abnad Ali, Eib. Ind., 3 Vols., Calcutta, 1565-69, Vol. 
TIT, po. 97-99, 


a leader of Nuqtavi sect, is ulso said to nave migrated 

1 
to Indiz from Astarabad under similar circumstances. india 
under akbar with its liberal environment, provided u congenial 
ctnesphere to such fugitives. Eulogizing the reign of his 
fatuer Jandngir nas rightly observed that unlike oti er 
countri2s, in the realm of his father peovles of diferent 
eects und creeds :ud occupied a place, While Suiuwis had 
no plice in Iran and Shias in Tirdn, but in his fatuer's 


HS ry . 7 
realm Shias and Sunnis toget..er prayed in a single nosuue 


< 
jusc as "Curisticns and Jews" prayed togetn r in one ciuurch. 


Tne hursin policy of the Sufavids towards tieir 


nobility was pernaps anotuer major factor of the migration. 

: <a C- : rd eS ‘ 
Alter tne deuth of Shah Ismail Safavi (1524 A.D.) fawily 
feuds umong princes and factional rivalries among ncool:s led 


Lo unstability and silarchy in the empire wnicn Yound ico 


culmination in the establishment of a tradition of blood- 


S 


ipirstiness. in- Persia... Observing this state of aftairs 
Lahori remurks, "In udministering matters pertaining xo 


yunisiment, (His Maje vty) does not make any disti:ction 

PRT Oe Ae? S Poy te So se Pee ‘eas, toe Con - -~ - = 

1 %Isicuudar Beg Turkman, Tarikb-i Alam Ara-i AbLasi Vena, 
i2°O AWH.,Vol. II, p.476(hereinarter cited as Asse) 

2 Tusuk-i Jahangiri, ed. Syed Ahmad, Guazipur and Ali, arh, 


TE63-54, p. 16 (hereinafter see Tuzuk). 





3 A.heA.y I, Pp. We oU6, 


petween the nobles and the common people. If per c:ance 
the cruelty of the Turkish Sultans, Qizilbasnes and Uzvens, 
and their impudence in awarding punisnments are weltioned 


i wis lo jest) "Ss presences is soul is 80 gricved. fui ine 
1 
signs of resentment are anparent from His luminous forehead." 


According to M.Athar Ali during the 31 years Shan ‘Abbas 1 
executed no less than 48 prominent officers either on 
suscticions or cn religious grounds. In the Mughal emrire, 
as he rimarks, 1 t alone such executions, even dismissals, 


were very rare, and confiscation of nobles' property as 
2 
punishment was practically unknown, 


i er 


1 Abdul icrid Lanori, Badshiindma, ed. Maulavis Kabiruddin 
auu.u and Abdur Rahim , Bib. Ind., 2 vols, Calcucta 
1867-65, Vol. I(a) pp. 139-40 (hereafter see Lanori). 
This passage has also been translated by M. Atuur Ali in 
nis article "Towards an Interpretation of the Mus .al 
Bupire" in JRA. of Great Britain and Ireland, lo. 1, 
1978 5a FS. 


2 JeR.AS-, op.cit., p. 44. The author of Tariky-i Aiam- 
Ara-i Abbasi, gives a detailed account of nolitical crisis 
after Shah Tahmasp's deuth and before the accession of 
Shah Ismail II dealing with the execution of leauing nobles 
and assassin tion of Princes. See A.A.4A., Vol. I, pop. 
192-212, Abul Fazl also writes that during his reicn of 
one and a half years Shah Ismail II killed his brotuers, 
other relatives and a large number of important nobles 
(A.l.o, Vol. III, pp. 590-92). See also P.M. Synes, A 
history of Persia, London, 19155. Vols 11,4 Pe 254, G2 

be aves elgnt princes of the royal blood and seventeen 

leading nobles were put to death or blinded by wiih 

Isme il Il] after his accession to the throne. 








ln order to avoia puds..ments and persecution. Lt the 

nao cor the couit,s a lerge number of leading noLJe. of tne 
yol> vid cmbive udy:1ated to [ndiv. Some of tuem we.e inurc- 
uuced in the Muguai court by their own relations wuo were 
already in service. Khwaja Guyasuddin Ali Gazvini, sis 
LOnvey awlator bers SOmcoF buaiuzzonan, und the well huown 
hiyzé Giyas beg I'timad-ud Taula were prominent vafcvic 
offici:ls wno cane to India during Akbar's reign unuer sucn 

1 
eirewuetances. Kndnlur Zulfiqar Khon Qaranan1lt also eseaicd 
apse life yoving re.ched India towards the close of Jonungir's 
ra 


POLE Is. 


Some of the Iranis came to India under the growing 
rres:ure of Uzbek invasions on the border provinces ond tne 
Suvavid subjugation of wereaitury chiefs uncer whom wey were 
cServin; in important position. Sadiq Mubamm a iui. of 
ere t belonged to such a family. His fother Mujam.:d Laqir 
was tie wazir of Qura Ahan ‘lurhman, the ruler of puvrdotn 
wen gra nhan rebelled against Shak Ta:m@sp and was cxpelicd, 


boavir than fled from Herat and joined the service of cuirar. 


1 For details see Afzal Husain's article Op.cit., 
Pp. 170-71. 


Nh 


Banoriy: 1 (2)s te 738 


1 
met t: cleus; with hic son Gadiq Muhaumad Khan. Gasim bu,anmad 


Loan a vrominent cificial cf Mishapur had to forsel.e nis 


country under the pressure of Uzbek invesion of Last Burs 
a 
and ne too joined Euiram Lhan's service. Tarsun Muhsunuad 


hutrn on being expelled from Gnarjistan by Shah Tunésp in 


1£%4 fled to Indie and joined first Bairaw khan in qnuaarer 
3 


nd cfter nis overtnrow joined Akbar. Ja'tafer Kian Tallt , 


_ 


son cf Quszaég Luan tne governor of Serdt, was clso  vict u 


—_— 


t 


of tnics hind. After his fatrer's imprisomment by ori 


Vannasp in 156° Jatafer ihan escaped te India wicie he was 
fuvo.rably received by akbar. Similerly, Hakim Abt Futa 
-—- se = Cc —_ -_— 

Gilini, son of Atdur Fazzaq the sadr of Gilan, fl:d to 


_ 


India along with his two brothers L'ahim Hummam and .-h in 


iuruddin after the imprisonment of Ahmad Lhan the rule: of 


— 


Gilun unuer witom tucir fathir was serving. In inulia tiey 
c 
7 
were given employment by Akbar in 1576. Ne two v iuvid 
Liotuers, Firza Nuzaffar Husain and Mirza hustem, great 


Com —_ 
frandcons of Shah Ismail Safuvi,also migrated to Indie towards 


the close of Akbar's reign (See Chapter 6, Section V). 


a a puis ate . — ae ee 
snirnawaz khan, Matasir-ul Umsra , ed. Muulavis al‘ v1 

in oe a : = oT 7 > a 
Podim- and Mirza Ashral Ali, Bib. Iiu., 3 Volss, Caleubta 

lan T - rn O Peomesanes a maar! : ‘ 
1€¢E=91, Vol. 11, pp. 724-29 (hereafver cited us M.U.). 

d 


rh 
tH 
on 
LK 


o¢ Vol. tty Pde fQ=<'2, 
* ng coker 9 Vol. I, pp. 474 “75. 
4 Ibid. , Vol. a 9 Ob. 07-509. 


i Reever PPo f+ 6-5 62. 


ead 
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im 2d@. tion 1.0 These specific “Lyoes of anni. gris, 
levrge mumber of Tranis cane to Indie during tie ri.ns of 
AtLar end Jat nis as adventurersin seere! of beticr 
o nortinities knowing, tuat tue Mugnal court was oncu to 
Likented mople, where bY meral they might be able. to 
achieve Cistincet po .jtions and high mangabs in tne Central 


Govern rl. 


Wine-tever mignt have been the cause of a prit:crler 
serson uisiating from Llran, his previous st tus and 
exrericneé 1n iran played an important part in tne ran 
aua ofiice assifrned te him in the Mughal kmpire,  Grigy “iaerc 
VWn0 wud reyuisite experience ana qualificaticus were tu.en 
1utO ‘sctviees. In this sense The Safevid enjire 2 uf tc 
wave provided a training, ground for the Mugnal buic.uci-cy. 
Tiere ic, therefore, some truth, along with hyperbole in 


wrat Chandra Eban Lrannin writes: 


"oe... And since this (Mughal) empire wus ° 


la 


wnere tne wisnes were fulfilled a large suumres of 
hen .of sword and pen, he people of excelin nee tna 
jLalaty, lesrned scholtrs and poets, Sskillcd ar: isans 
~nd Other Shilful persons from the cities of the 
world lihe Istambol, Aleppo, wsynt, Syrie, I.siah, 
bag.Gad, Ho.ad8n, Suirwan, SunJkhi, Gil 


an, iogundran, 


= ¢ yes 7 = 
iSs@wa sad, Citigth, Lurda, Tabriz, Ardabil, , <a, 


Wing Sawan, hasnan, Terran, Yad, Isfanan, . . “2, 
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Kirman, Samnan, Damghan, Eustam, Sabzwar, Nishapir, 
Marv, Mashhad, Tus, Tis, dain, Tin, Isfrain, Jam, 
Herat, Khawaf, Bakharz, Sistan, Farah, Qandalar, 
Balkh, Eadakhshan, Pukbara, Samarqand, Andijan, 
Tibbet, Kashghar, and countries of Turkistan and 
various kinds of people of other countries cume to 
this great empire with great expectetions and anti- 
cipations. They entered into the service of this 


bountiful kingdom which was an asylum for the people 
1 


of the world." 


There is ample evidence to show that persons of 


professional and bureaucratic skills were always in denand 
2 
at the Mughal court. 


1 Guldasta, op.cit., ff. 5(a) - 6(b). 


2 Fathullah Shirdzi, the famous scholar and scientist, 
first came to the Deccan from Shiraz at the invitation 
of the ‘Adil Shah of Bijapur. Later Akbar invited him 
to his_court. (A.N.,III, p. 391). Mulla Shukrullah 
Shirazi, a learned man of Shirdz intended to migrate 
to the Deccan and reached Surat. There he was entcr- 
tained by Abdur Rahim Khan-i Khanan who himself was a 
good scholar and patron of learning. He took the liulla 
into his service. Later on Mulla Shukrullah was aopointed 
Arz-i Mukarrar by Jahangir (Lahori, I(a), pp. 257-563 
TD) 5 De 3595 Cle Zekhe, If, p. 255 where his nane is 
wrongly _ enconeo as Mulla Abdul Shakur ). Mir MulLammad 
Amin, Mir Jumla Shahristani was wazir of Golkunda under 
Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah. When the Gutb Shah died Mir 
Jumla returned to Isfaban. Where he was ill- treated by 
Shah Abbas I. Eventually, in a letter to Jahangir ne 
expressed his earnest desire of joining the Mu;uial 
service. Jahangir thereupon invited him and apnointed 
him wir-i S&min (Lahori, Lads; pe 2585 boy ps. 279): 
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During the reign of Jahangir Iranis are found to 
have improved their position both in number and mansabs. 
On the basis of M. Athar Ali's oe T nave comeilea my 
own tables which hiuve been appended at the end of tiuis 
Chapter. The mangabdars of Jahangir's reign nave b~en 
divided into two phases - viz. (a) from 1605 to 1616 and 
(vo) from 1617 to 1627. Each phase contains two tables one 
showing the numerical strength of different racial froups 
and the other their mangabs in the aggregate. Mansgcbdars 
holding the rank of 1000 gat and above, who were alive till 
the teimination point of each phase have been taken into 
account. Secondly, only the highest ranks acquired by the 
mansabdars by the end of each phase have been calcwluted, 
tne preceding lower ranks being dropped. In Akbur's nobility 
druing 1575-1595 out of 87 total mangabdars of 1000 zat 
and above, there were 24 Iranis (27.58%), 32 Turanic (76.76%), 
14 Indian Muslims (16.09%), 14 Rajptts and Hindus (16.0%), 
and 3 persons with origin not traceable edie During the 
first puase of Jahangir's reign (1605-1616) out of 131 total 
mangabdars of 1000 gat and above the Iraénis numbered 3€(2%) 
TUranis 35 (26.7%), Indian Muslims 15 (11.4%), Rajotits 2—(19%) 


cr nm a er 


1 The Apparatus of Empire - Awards of Ranks, Offices and 
Titles to the Mughal Nobility (157+-1656), O.U.2.,déelhi, 
T9E5, pp. 41-90 (hereafter see Apparatus). 


Se 


2 See {[qiidar Alam Khan's article Op.cit., p. 35. 
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and unideitified 6(4.5%). This shows tuat under Ju augir 
the number of Tiranis declined from 36.7% to 26.75, while 
Iranis increased marginally from 27.5%, to 293. During 
the second phase of Jahangir's reign (1617-1627) Iranis 
further improved their position as they numbered 43 out of 
143 total aomben 62 mangabdars of 1000 gat and above, thus 


accounting for 33.57, of tne total nobility. The Ttrdnis, 


receded further, numbering only 27 or 18.8% of the total. 


A similar picture emerges from a study of the total 
mansabs held by the various racial groups. The mangab 
statistics for 1505 (at the death of Akbar) have been 
compiled Puen: ee and for the two phases of Janadngir's 


reign by me. Afzal Husain has included mansabdars of £00 gat 


and aLove while I have confined myself to mansabd3rs of 

1000 gat and ubove. Thus it appears that at the decth of 
Akbar out of total known mangabs of 1,387,000 gat and ‘t,950 
sawar, Turanis held 76,800 gat and 19,400 sawar, res ectively 
Wid and 43.7% of the total. The Iranis held 34,200 gat and 
11,700 sawar or 18% and 263 of the total. It also a>ccurs 
that the share of Irdanis in the total ranks durin; tue later 
yeurs of Akbar's reign was even lower tian that of tw Rojptts 
who ueld 41,200 gat (2%) and 14,650 sawar (33%). Iudian 


huslims neld just ~% of the total (gat)rank. Commenting on 


1 "Yhe Position of Racial Groups In the Mughal Whobility 
1605-1613", in U.P.Historical Review, Vol.2,ho0.1,1%03, 
Table-B, De 23. 


2 See Appendix 5 ‘t'iables 1-2. 
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his tables Afzal Husain says that the Iraris tended to be 

wore numerous in minor ranks, whereas out of 32 Tirini 

nobles, 28 nobles held ranks of 1000 zat and above and among 
1 


those six held ranks of 5000 zat and above. 


However, a significant change occurs during the 
reign of Jahangir. By the end of the first phase (1616) 
out of total ranks of 3,56,900 gat and 2,07,330 sawar, the 
Iranis held 1,09,700 zat and 68,200 sawar, respectively 
30.7% and 32.8% of the total. The Turanis held 94,000 zat 
and 47,130 sawar or 245.3% and 22.7 of the total. Thus 
tue Tardnis! share in the total ranks sharply declined, 
woile tnat of the Iranis rose dramatically and now exceeded 
that of the Tiradnis. The Rajputs also lost considerably, 
since they now held 19.3% of gat and 17.1% of sawar rans 
while Indian Muslims gained an increase from just 7% of tne 
total gat during Akbar's later years to 13.1% of gat and 
16.% of sawar of the total ranks in 1616. In contrast to 
Akbar's time Janangir's reign saw a pre-eminence of tne 
Iranis in the highest ranks. Out of 38 Iranis of 1000 gat 
and above at least nine belonged to the category of £0U0 


zat and above while there were seven Turanis in the same 


1 See Afzal Husiin's articié in U.P.u.R.»op.cits » pe ot. 
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category. In the second phase the number of Yaranis in 
that category declined to five, while that of the lranis 


increased to eleven. 


By the close of Jahangir's reign the Iranis are 
thus found to have considerably exceeded the Tirdnis both 
in numerical strength within the nobility, as well as in 
terms of mansabs held. Out of total ranks of 3,45,900 gat 
and 2,41,480 sawir, the Iranis held 1,28,000 zat (37%) and 
1,08,000 sawar (44.7%) while Tlrdnis neld 67,000 zat (19.3”) 


and 44,050 sawar ranks (18.2%). 


An analysis of racial composition of central 
ministers and provincial governors is also of some interest. 


The statisticsfor the same have been taken from Afzal ..usain's 
1 2 
papers and M. Athar Ali's lists. 


1 For Central Ministers see "The Position of Racial 
Groups in the Mugnal Nobility" in U.P.H.R., op.cit., 
p. 263 and for governors see "Provincial Governors 
Under Akbar (1580+1605)", in P.1.8.0., 32nd Sescicn, 
Jabalpur, 1970, pp. 269-277. 7. 


2 Apparatus, op.cit. Tables 1-2, 4-5, pp. xxvii-xxix, 
XXX11-xxxvi. 
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Period Total Iranis Ttranis Afghans Ind. .4j tts Unspe- 
No. of Mus~ & ecified 
Appoint- lims .indcis. 
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Akhter 4g 14 17 1 6 ? 2 

1hc0- 

1605s 

Jus Bupir 61 oS 16 3 42 4 1 

160! - 

| BOD, 
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It t8-anfered from these tables 2.00. . ir drew nic 
ministers from almost wll sections of the nobility. l:anis, 
qoranis, Indian Muslims and indus. Except for the o.:ice of 
wakil, w cre out of seven incunients only two were iIro.ie 
and rem ining five were cvranis, in OTHE Central oli tces 
tue lranis cre fairly wel] represented under AkLur. Ur.der 
Jarturir nowever, the complexion changer entirely in their 
feveur: All his four wakils were Iranis, so were aid Lis 
four diwans, except for Jan Beg hazir-w Fulk (a "Tréni) whe 
neld te of jee joinLly for barely one yeor- at. the be, anning 
oY the reipn. As regaics the Mir Bakhsnis, With the exception 
of Susiky Farid Bukbiri (indian luslim).and Jan Ber .asir-ul 


Wulk (lureni)y, who hcld the office for very short pnesicds, 
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all his Mir Bahbshis were lranis, and so were all bis 
bir Sandns. The office of Sadr-us Sudur, was a se.i- 
<weolo; ical office, und so Sunnis were preferred. 1 1% 
alone were the lranis, being Snias, sparingly anpodited. 
Linder Akbar two Iranis eld office as adrs for abovt nine 
years; wider his von cnly one Irani held this office 

| 
suring tle Jasy three yeurs of Jahaugir's reign. Except 
for the office of Sadr, tnen, the Iranis tended to 
woncerolise central offices. This trend anrears to have 


€. 


continued during the reigns of Sha@hjahan and Aurangzeb. 


During Akbar's reign (for only a vart of is reign 
1£€0-1605 ) all the four major racial groups supplied 
_rovincial governors in a fairly balenced manner. ‘ire 
Iranis appear to have been treated at par with Virfiis, und 
the Ra jptts with Indien Muslims. Out of 49 total iscwuwbents 
(excliding Princes) known to have been appointed as 
governors of various subas , the Iranis numbered 16 cna 
Tiranis 17, Indien Muslims six, and Rajrtts seven. wut 
during Jahangir's reign both Iranis and Indian Muslims 
appear to have cornered most appointments. Our table shows 
1 Also sec Apparutus, p. xxii. 


2 6c Chapter 5. 
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that out of 61 persons (excluding princes) known to huve 
bcen appointed governors of various provinces 23 were 
Iranis ugainst 1€ Ttranis and 13 Indian huslims, while 


the number of Rajptts fell to tiree. 


These inferences are also borne out by contemporary 
1 
reccrds. They surcest that Jahangir extended special 


favours to lranis and Indian Muslims while the Ttri: is end 
Rajputs felt they were being thrown into the background. 


wiliiem hawsins (16U9-11) and Nimatullah (1614) slso draw 
2 
s uillar conclusions at least in respect of the Rajrits. 


The cise of the Iranis during the reign of Jahaugir is 
attributable to his policy of not placing absolute reli. sce 
on the old (Akbar Shahi) nobility particulerly when bLhusrau 
nad rebelled soon after his accession. He strove tc 
promote a new (Jahangir Sh@hi) nobility in whom ne could 


weve complete confidence to counter the old nobility. 


1 Mirza ‘Aziz Koka's petition in Arzdasht-ha- i Mugaliur, 
Lebe MS. Add. 16€59, ff. 19a-b. In his ‘arzdasht (peti - 
tion) to Jahangir, dated 1613, Mirza ‘Aziz Koka w:ites 
"Ilis Majesty Akbsr, during the fifty years of wis reiga, 
incre sed the number of Chaghat@is (Turanis ) and Rajputs 
for these people are not seditious. (But) Your hajesty 
uas destroyed both tlese groups and_have entrusted your 
entire business to Khurasanis (Iranis) and Shaill.cadas 
(Indien Muslims) who know nothing except hypocric sud 
sedition." See also Anonymous (probubly Pelsae1v), A 
Poe emery Dutch Curonicle of Mughal India, tr. Erij 


Narain and S.fi. Sharma, Calcutla, 1957, pp. 92-3. 


2 Early Travels in ae (1663-1619), ed. W. Fost r, 
London, 1927, pp. 106-107; Tarikn-i Ludi. janani, cd. $.M. 
Imam Al-Din, Decca, 1960, Vol. II, vp. 497-96. 





Janergir aunears to have recruited to higher ranks nis 
per-onal servants, family friends and tnose who stood 
with «cin at cruciel monents of nis career. «a few nobles 
were,:owever, raised to nigner ranks on political consi- 
deretions. Some of the Akbari nobles, who sided with win. 
av the tine of the accession crisis, were also promoved; 
though lueir promotions were rather rodest. Jakingirtes 
own renarks made at the time of promcting tmese nobics 
eleaily indicate that substantial piomations were { cven 
opiworily on the basis of personal loyalty. To tuic nay 
be related his reliance upon the family of Ttinddud-D ivla 
and hr Jahan, on whose members he conferred high -aru.s 
and offices. There is hardly any reference to sujscst tiat 
evours were shown to a particular noble on the basis of 
‘is racial stetus or that the Emperor was Sympathetic 


4 
towards a particular group of nobles. 


It may be noted that after his accession Jai cupir 


retained most of tne old Akburi nobles in his service und 
rectored tueir previous positions. In the elevent: a1ivicle 
of his twelve regsuletions issued after his accession he 


decleres, "I gave a general order that the rani. und bien 


1 See Afzal Husein's urticle ‘Elements of Continvivy ond 
Stability in the Mugnal Nobility Under akbar and va iam in, 
ir. Siudies in wistory, Vol. II, lo. 2, July-Dec uicr, 
1980, pp. 30-31." 


2k 


hela by my father's servants will remain unchanged." w1se- 
where he adds, "I left all those who were in posses.ion of 
posts both inside and outside in the position which they 
had with my teat yet in practice the older nobility 
was divested of much of its influence. Although Mirza ‘\ziz 
Koka and Man Singh wer: retained in service, they losi the 
unique position wnich they had enjoyed under Akbar. Thus 
when the rapid promotions were given to certain nobiles or 
the families of nobles (mainly Tranis and Shaikhzdd&s) the 
resentment among the old nobility was inevitable. ilience 
the aljegation of ‘Aziz Koka regarding Jahdngir's attitude 
towards the four leading racial groups. After a close 
serutiny of Aziz Koka's ‘arzdisht in the light of the events 
surrounding the accession of Jahangir, Afzal Husain .r.ives 
at the conclusion that ‘Aziz koka's complaint was actully 
directed against the Emperor's apathy towards the ol akberi 
nobles and undue favours shown to a particular group of 
nobles (which included some Tiranis as well as Rajrite). 
According to him when ‘Aziz Koka states that Tirdnis and 
Rajputs were destroyed, he apnarently has in mind the 
isolation of the Atkas (to which ‘Aziz khoka belongea, cnd 


the House of Amber (to which Man Singh Lelonged). Similerly 


1 Tuzuk, pp. 4-5, 7. 


m 
Do 


wnen he alleges trat the Emperor haa entrusicd «ws entire 
business au tne wands of Ahurdsanic (Irdanis) und oiueliwe 


savas nc scows to uuve wad in unis mind fanaly of 1' inod- 


ew > ulu «hich nua becowe very powerful immeaiutel, atter 
4 
Lie AYE See ol. nur Jahan with Jahangir 1s well ag weube1s 
2 
of Sulim Chas} tate fanily to which Jahangir was paiticulur- 
3 


ly attuchcd owing to the circumstances of his own birtn. 


1 Irfan :abib, 'The Funialy of Nor Jahan During Jallugir': 
leign - A Politicul Study', Medicval India-A }iscellany, 
Vol. I, 1769s Ppe 74-95. 


xe) 


pe Atead viusaio, ‘The Funity of Shaikh sdianG 2. wa 
Purdie tue eign of Junangir', Medicval India - a4 


{asec lluny, Vol. li, pp. 51-69. se 
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CHAPTER - TWO 


IMMIGRATION FROM IRAN UNDER SHAHJAHAN. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


IMMIGRATION FROM IRAN UNDER SHAHJAHAN 


we have seen that at the close of Jahangir's reign 
the lranis formed a very important element in the nobility, 
and this element wes constantly replenished by immirration. 
Such immigration continued during the reign of Shahjahan. 
An at.empt is made to analyse the character of their emigra 
tion, the type of immigrants, their status in their home- 
land before migration to India and their status in India 


after their arrival. 


A list of immigrants is given in the Appendix to 
this Chapter based on the major sources of Shahjahan's 
reign. In the text below the numbers within brackets after 


each name refer to the serial numbers given in the Appendix. 


First of all we find that the Iranians coming 
direct from Iran came in search of administrative employment 
and many of these were forced to leave the country by the 
crowing political instability after the death of Shan ‘Abbas 1. 
Some of then belonged to the families of high repute and 
eminence whose members had been in the service of Safevid 
rulers with important positions. Others were themselves 
holding high offices in Iran before coming to India. Secordly, 


a considerable number of scholars, poets, scientists and 


physicians came to India during the period. In addition 
to these two categories a number of imporvant Iranian 
imniprants who nad becn serving in the Deccani hingdons 


also joined the Mughal service during this period. 


As regards the persons of rank, our list shows that 


many of the immigrants or their ancestors held important 
offices under their previous masters in Iran or in the 
Deccan, before joining Mughal service. The most important 
of these were Rustam Khan (Mugarrab Khan), Qizilbash ian 
(I'timad khan). Mir Muhammad Satid Mir Jumla and his son 
Mir Muhamued Amin amongst the Deccani ee Rustan. Khan 
(Mugarrab Khan) and Qizilbash Khan (I1'timad Khan) were both 
generals of Nizam Shahi and Adil Shahi Kingdoms respec tive- 
ly. Mugarrab Khan, previously the chief swordsman (Mir-i- 
Shanshir) and a general (Sar-i Lashkar), was appointed as 
commander-in-chief vice Fath Khan the son of Malik “Amber, 
when Fath Khan was imprisoned by Nizam Shah. But af'ter 
some time he was released and restored to his office of 
com.ander-in-chief and Mugarrab Khan was removed from the 
office. Thereupon the latter with a large number of his 


officers and supporters joined Mughai service. He was awarded 


1. See Appendix (Nos. £ 56,70 and 71). 
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the rank of 5000/5000 and the insignia of Mahi Maratib. 
Subsequently he was appointed subedar of Kabul and 
promoted to the rank of 6000/6000 (S00dseany. Qizilbash 
Lban Afsuar belonged to an aristocratic family of Iran, 


his father and grandfather had been governor of Erivan and 


Wazir of Iran respectively. Qizilbash Kpan had mirzaved 

to the Deccan and was appointed a general by Ibrahim Adil 
Shah of Bijapur. In 1632 he joined Mughal service und was 
appointed Thanadar of Pathri and awarded the rank of 2000/ 
1000, After some time he was promoted to 3000/3000 

(500 x 2-3h) and appointed Qiladar of ines Fis sons 
and Sorin were also given suitable ranks and offices 


by Shahjahan. 


Amongst the direct Iranian immigrants the best 
known was ‘Ali Mardan Khan Taig. a Kurd by origin. His father 
Ganj ‘Ali KbSn Zig was a confidential officer of Shah ‘Abras I 
who called him Arjumand Bab@i and appointed him govcrnor of 


Kirmén and Qandahar. After his father's death ‘Ali lcroan Aan 


1. Lahori, Vol. I(a), pp. 374-79, 394, 405. 
2. Ibid., f. YH. 


36 Lb1Ga5 De 5373 Vol. Tb), Pppe bier 2u9, Vol. il, De 1755 
BA7s NU, TI1, 85-87. 


4, See Appendix(Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 49 and 66). 
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was appointed governor of Qandahar and was called Booa-i-- 
gani by the Shah. When he was chirged with serious offences 
by Snah Sati he rede over the fort of Qandandr to Shenjahan 
in 1636 and came to India where he was awarded the rank ji 
of 6000/4000 and the titles of Amir-ul Umara’ and Yar-i wafadar. 
[ic was slso appointed gubedar of Kashmir and subseavently of 
Lahore and Kabul; his rank was raised to 7000/7000 (‘000X2-31). 
iiis sons-in-law Husain EFeg Khan Zig and ali Peg Sul.an were 
also entrusted with important assignments. Husain bey nban was 
first avurded the sank of 1000/4003 this was subsequently 
raised to 1,500/1000, Shahjahin subsequently gave lin. an 
independent charge and appointed hin Akbtabegi (maser of 
horse), an assignment which was usuvelly tiven to a vory 
trustworthy man. In 1646 he was given in addition vc cfvice 

i? 
of Tuzuk and in 1649 he was node subedér of hasiwire ‘Ala beg 
woS a vointed deputy stbedar of Kashmir and awarded the rank 
of 2000 gat. Other sons of ‘Ali Mardan Khan were awarded 


1. A.A.4., Vol. 2, p. 1041. Also see Cha,ter 6 Section II. 





ee ee ee ee 


2. Lalori, Vol. II, pp. 92, 123-26, 222-23; Sadiq abon, 
T3rikb-i Shahjahdn, MS. ERM. OR No. 16714, ff. 49(b) 50(a), 
53a), 56(a) (rotograph in the Department of Liscvory, 
Aligarh), (hereaft r cited as SGdiq iban). 


3. Ibi'. See Appendix (No. 19). 
4. See Appendix (lios. 20 and 21). 
'. L3hori, Vol. II, pp. 141,412,431, 4923 Muham.od wip 


Badshan Nama (Transcribed copy kos. &6, 67 in the uv 
of Hisvory, p. 346 (hereafter cited as Waris). 


3 
artment 





6s haneri, Vol. Ty pps 100; 1309 Sadiq Khang: F.1OCi;. 


wansabs, but appear to have served in company with v..cir 
fearaa ara: i 


ict - : : Gia 
father. Murshid Quli Khan who came in the train of Ali 





Lardan han came to acquire considerable fame in the Deccan. 
He wes first appointed Diwan of the Panjab and hulvan, later 
he was given the charge of Mir-i Atish, elephant stable, 
fauj-dri of the foot hills of Kangrah and was also appointed 
Akhtabeci. KMursnid Quli Knen was well versed in revci.ue 
matvers. He was therefore, us ,pointed diwan of Balaghat and 
Payanghat in the Deccan, during nusanes Bis second Viceroyalty 
and was raised to the rank of 1500/1000. During his term cf 
office in the Deccan, Murshid Quli khan rendered volw:ble 
Sie. OES ant he alministrition of revenue by a nev code of 

7 


a. 


rerulctions. 


The table also sug,csts that civil or military 
experience of a person were often considered more imporvant 


than his family bacnground. A number of persons wi.o 1: ad 








1. See Appendix (Nos. 22, 23, 24 and 25}. 


ee Lahori, Vol. Ils pp. 230, 3316. He. was not ap, orice 
subedar of the Panjab as ’ suggested by Beveridge. Cf. hate 
tr. (Reprint), New Delhi 1979, Vol. 2, p. 304. 


3. Lahori, Vol. Il, pp. 362, 4713 Waris, pp. 192, 723. 

4. Waris, pp. 192, 235, 307-308, 323; also see App -1dix(ho.27). 

©, For details of Murshid Quli Khan's revenue reforms in the 
Deccan see Muhammad Hashim Kbafi khan, Muntaky.b-il Lubab, 


ed. nabiruddin Ahmad and Ghulam Qadir, Bib. Bib. Ind, jC. Sewers. 
186-70, Vol. I, pp. 732-3 (hereafter see KK.) 


> 
3 ha 


arisivcratic background (and whose ancestors having been 
wavits; gadrs, and goveinors of provinces in Iran), while 
they themselves did not have any administrative experience, 
were noi given high ranks and offices. They were awarded 
generally a khil'at, a horse, cr an irfam of some considerable 
Sadihie. Muhennad Ja'far (No. 39) whose father-in-law Saru 
Tack was wazir of Shah Abbas 1 and Mir Munamad H4di (No.50) 
whose father Mir Rafi' was a son-in-law of the Shah and Sadr 
of Iran were aworded merely an in'am of Rs. 2000/- and 

Rs. 1000/- respectively on their arrival in India, the latter 
however was subsequently appointed to the post of foujdar of 
ashwa, Abdal Beg (No. 65), son of Qalandar Sultan the 
governor of Jam and Firoz (No. 47) and Nia'matullah(llo. 48) 
the sons of the governor of Ormuz were also awarded hs.5000/- 
as in'am. None of them was aie any important office through 


out the reign of Shah Jahan. 


On the other hand, actual experience was given due 
recognition, Besides khila ts, in'ams, horses etc., such 


immigrants were also given ranks. ‘Ali Akbar Bazargan (No.4+1) 


Ten See Appendix (Nos. 39, 42, 47, 48 and 50}. 

2, Lahori, Vol. II, p. 4723 warig, pp. 58, 63, 309. 
3. Ibid., p. 506; ibid., pp. 35-36. 

4, See Appendix(Nos. 39, 47, 4&8 and 50). 

be bids, (Nos. 415° 455 58, 62; 63). 
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was a merchant by profession and had settled with his father 
Haji Muhammad Kemal of Isfahan in Surat during Jahangir's 
reign. On account of his long experience of dealings with 
Murhal officials at Surat, Shahjahan appointed him governor 
of Surat and khanbayat and awarded him the rank of 500/100. 


Muhenmad Muhsin Kirmani (No. 45), who had some military 


experience having been en employee of Jani Khan, the 
Qurchibashi (Conmander of armoured cavaliers), wes awarded 

a rank and intam of Rs. 6000/- on his arrival at Mughal eee 
Imam Quli Shamli (No. £8) and Muhammad Amin Shamlu (lio. 63) 
who were Yuzbashis (commander of one hundred soldiers; and 
Muhammad Ibrahim (No. 62) son of Muhammad Tahir Isfahani, 


who had been wazir of Augaf in Isfahan, were awarded ranks, 


khiltats and in'ams. 


SaiyidS of noble descent were received with great 
respect and awsrded ranks and offices of tea meenene Mir 
Mahmud (No. 35) a Saiyid of Isfahan was awarded the rank 
of {00/50 and appointed Darogha of branding; later on he was 


Cc 


promoted to the office of Bakbshi and Waqifa nawis of Ahmadabad. 


1. Lahori, Vol. II, pp. 606-607. 
Ibid., pp. 604-605, 679. 


ne) 
e 


. Waris, pp. 182, 284, 313, 234, 213, 215, 272. 


See Appendix(Nos. 35, 43, 68). 

Lahori, Vol. II, pp. 406, 501, Waris, pp. 215, 3603; _ 
Muhammad $alih Kambo, 'Amal-i Salih, ed. GChulém Yacdani, 
Bib. Ind. Calcutta, 1939, Vol. TIT, p. 469. 


a ae.) 
e 
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Nhe ose ouustanding figure was Lirgza Muhumaod (ho. 43), 
son of tir Eadi Masthadi. He was a Saiyid of l.ashhad 

and “iis encesitors rad Leen puardians of the noly sirine 

of Tian, niza. On his arrival he was given a rank of 4900/ 


4OO0 viieh was subsequently increased to 2000/1900, he ias 
1 


also a nointed faujdtr and jircirdar of handsor. 


in the ertterory of scholars, physiciins and }oc.s, 


wWuo Wore given varicd ranks, offices and otlicr awarcs, 


a Fw se dhe - 
LOhiulon) y bo wade of Mullé Alaul Mulk Tuni (1.0.12),7 +A 


4 


Deid w:nnrrvb nen (lo. 33) snd Mulla Shafilai Yazdi 


Dank... nd Khon (No. 17). 


ek ae ee 
ulla Alaul ‘ull. was a miutnen. cician and as vurono.icr. 


io: We: eines 1 ir- -i Sandan and afterwards the jiladar of 


eee ee ee ~~ 


ACLU. e wus first ovarded the rank of £00/50 end was 


rev daly promebted to that of 3000/6000, ind was granted ue 
3 


vitle of Flozil LLan. Hakim Daud Tagarrub khan (j.0.33) was 
echicl Necietom under Shah "Aptos Ts But having sot. toa ur 


Ath tne fatul intriques of his enemies and perpetual ill- 


_- 


- - ¢ ~ 

trevu cnt from Shai: Safi and his successor Shah Abbas 1], 
he su it refuge with the Murhal court where he was tonovicd 
Vit tie mangab of 1500/200 and made imperial physic_eu bo 


Ii, po. 100-19 


© 2 


Te Lol ovi »il, PDe FOO, 535 
BS? dag hhan, Pe 26503) 3 


cn Leborn Tt Dp. 310, HPQ, 491-92, 7543 wards y Ppa Set S 
ae ee 20,293,992 Mu. Us.5 Vole Lily pos. 524-30. 
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by Shdn Jahan. Subsequently through rapid promotions he was 
yoaised to the rank of Wee ee. MuL1a Shafi'd-i Yazdi who 
was :iven the title of Danishmand han, was a learned scrolar 
of lran. when he came to the novice of Shah Jahan, he was 
awardcd the rank of 1000/100 and subsequently promoted to 
that of 3000/600. He is known to us also through Bernicr, 
who was enployed by him during his sojourn at Delhi, and from 


whom ne wished to learn of European sciences. 


Similarly, Uakim Fath Ullah of Shiraz (No.13), who 
belonged to a very reputed family of physicians in Iran and 
was Une personal physician of Imam Quli Khan the governor of 
Fars, ee high rank and imperial favour, along with his 


Kinsmen. 


At the end of this survey a few gencral features 
emerges, Firstly, the immigration from Iran was generally of 
individuals and not of whole families or establishments 
(retainers, etc.), the only exception being offered by ‘Ali 
Mardan hhan who came along with his family and a large nunber 
of companions and officers. Some of the immigrants 
care at une instance of relatives already settied 


) Zz pa 
in India. Mirza Najaf ‘Ali ( No.49 ) is reported to 


1. Lauori,II,pp. 367-68, 399,105 ,627,679,7563 Warig,pp.5, 
126-127, 198, 2573; Salih, II, pp. 402-418. 

2. Waris, ppe175 194,206,289, 306; Sali, III,p.456; M.U. 11, 
30 -32., ; 

3. Bernier, op.cit., p. 4 and note. 


eg LAanori,l(b), 9.350311 pp. 336-7 y+ OH 4225 Waris ,255 , 3063 
Salih, Til, pe. #71 s 

ve ilukim Muhammad Muqim came to India on the invitetion of 
his clder brother, liakim Shamsa, who was then in the service 
of the Golkunda Kingdom, See Waris, p. 357. 


have arrived in India a litile before his father's death in 
tee. the father Qizilbash Khan Afshar (No. 6) being already 
in service. Muhammad Ibrahim (No. 60) who migrated to India 
in 1652 to seek employment in the Mughal Empire Nae the 
nephew (sister's son) of Hakim Daud Taqarrub Khan, Similarly, 
Hakim Salih (No. 4), brother of Hakim Fathullah Shirazi and 
hirza Muhemmad (No. 43), son of Mir Badi Mashhadi came to 
India in 1637 and 1646 respectively presumably because their 
relatives were well] established in India. It thus scems 

that the influx of Iranis in the Mughal services was in large 
part a continuation of family immigration that had already 


begun much earlier. 


The Irani immigrants who came from the Deccan were 
almost invariebly those who had carved out political careers 
in the Deccan Sultanates; and when they joined Mughal service, 
they came along with their families and large retinue which 


they had gathered there. 


Though it is true that the Iradnien immigrants were 
by and large of aristocratic extrection, it appears inati the 
‘ughals made a distinction between those who came with some 


administrative background and experience in civil and political 


1. M, U. 3 Tift, pp. 86-87. 


2. Waris, p. 198. Tagarrub Khan joined Mughal service in 1644 
and in 1653 he was holding the mansab of 3,500/1000. See 
Appendix(No. 33). 


matters, and those without it. Our evidence suggests 
clearly that the former were generally awarded higher ranks 
1 


and offices. 


Another distinctive feature of the immi; ration 
during the rcign of Shahjanan is that we do not come across 
a single instance of a noble who came to India becuuse of 
religious persecution in Iran as was often the case in the 
preceding seriou. Almost all these immigrants were shi'us 
by faith. Apparently during this period the Safavid iulers 
(Shah Sefi and Shah Apbis I1) were primarily engaged in 
curbing the powers of the old Qizilbash aristocracies, creat- 
ing a new military corps of the ghulams (Guitars). It was 
probably tiis factor which induced the clements out of favour 


at the court to migrate to India. 


An important aspect of the Iranian reception in 
India is a lack of sectarian discrimination, The kcc .rs of 
Shi'a shrines in Iran (No. 43) were obviously shitite 
theolcgians or at least members of families vencrated by the 
shi'as, Yet for that very re3son they received high honour 
at the court of Shahjahan, who otherwise was quite fond of 


projecting himself as a resolute Sunni sovereign. 


1. Cf. Appendix. 


2. See Chapter I. 


3. P.M. Holt and others (ed.) The Cambridge History of Islam, 
London, 1970, Vol. I, pp. 406-KIE. 
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IMMIGRATION FROM IRAN UNDER AURANGZEB 


ee 


During Aurangzeb's reign there appears to have been 
a marked decline in the number of Iranian immigrants, though 
the broad pattern of their immigration remained the same as 
in the reign of Shahjahan. As before we find that many of 
the immigrants themselves or their ancestors had held impor- 
tant offices under their previous masters in Iran or in the 
Deccan before joining Mughal service. Similarly, some 
scholers, poets and physiciens of repute also came to India 
and were civen posts in the Mughal nobility. Though the 
number of Iranians, coming direct from Iran, declined, they 
could still maintain their majority in the Mughal ruling 
class because of the influx of the Iranis from the Deccan. 
The decline of the direct migration may have been due partly 
to the decline of the Safavid Empire and partly to Aurangzeb's 
continuous engagement in the Deccan affairs which naturally 
lessenec his interest in the situation on the ase ese 
It is also likely that owing to the continuous engagement of 
Mughal forces in the Deccan, large-scale recruitment of the 


Deccanis and the consequent pressure on the limited rcsources 


1. Mughal Nobility, op.cit., p. 17. 


”» 
uh 


of the Empire, might have reduced the opportunities for 


Iraniens directly coming from the homeland. 


A list of immigrants is given in the Appendix to 
this chapter based on the major sources of Aurangzcb's reign. 
The numer within brackets after each name to be mentioned 
in the text of this chapter refers to the serial nuntcrs 


given to the person concerned in the Appendix. 


An analysis of the table suggests certain intcresting 
features regarding the nature and type of the immifiants in 
comparison to the preceding period. So far as the nature of 
imnigration is concerned, it is worth observing that none 
of the immigrants seems to have made his way to India as a 
result of being forced to Jeave the country by growing 
political instability. Such as came in search of employment 
generally had their relatives in India with important 


positions. 


As regards the type of immigrants it appears that 
unlike Shahjahan's reign the number of poets, scholirs, 
scientists and physicians experienced a marked decline in 
this period. During Shahjahan's reign as many as 16 out of 
74 i.€. 21.6 per cent of the total immigrants belonged to 
this category wnile under Aurangseb only two are known out 


4 
of 41 total immigrants i.e. only 4.6 per cent. It ma, be 


1. See Appendix, Nos. 1 and 21. 


o3 


pointed out that these two were scholars; not a single 
physician or scientist came to India under Aurangzeb, where- 
as during the preceding period out of 16 immigrants belonging 
to category of intellectuals seven were physicians of i a 
and two were scientists, mathematician and astronomers. 
Secondly, very few of the immigrants from Iran came without 
any family-connections during this period; nineteen out of 
36 are known to have belonged to families brancnes of which 
had already come and settled in India. We may take as an 
exomple the family of Khalifa Sultan, the Wazir of Iran, 
offers example of such cartetexte Mir Muhammad Hadi, a 
great grandson of Khalifa Sultan and Mir Ja'far Isfahani, 
Khalifa Sultan's sister's son had already settled in India 
during Shahjahan's ee Among others mention may be made 
of Muhammad Amin Beg (No. 8), son-in-law of ZUlfiqar Khan, 
Isfandydr (No. 10), a cousin of Asad Khan, Burhanuddin (No.12), 
nephew of Fazil Khan Tini, Muhammad ‘A13 Beg (No. 19), son 

of ‘Ali Mardan Khan, and Mir Mabmiid (No. 20), brother of Mirza 


Muhammad Mashhadi Asa@lat Khan. 


1. These were Mulla Shafi'a Danishmand Khan and Mulla 'Ala- 
ul Mulk Tuni Fazil Khan. For others see Chapter Second, 
Appendix, Nos. 13,14,33,34,60, 73 and 74. 

2. See Appendix, Nos, 4,5,15, 22-24, 27, 33 and 37. 


3. See Chapter Second, Appendix, Nos 50 and 69. 


Most innigrants coming directly from Iran did not 
succeed in obtaining very high ranks. The only exception 
seems to be the members of Khalifa Sultan's family, and 
even in this family only a very few who wre diiect descen- 
dants of Knalife were awarded high mansabs on their arrival 
in India. Mir ‘Imad (No. 5), a sister's son of Kyalifa 
Sultan was given the rank of 1000/200 together with khilat 
and a cash award of Rs. ee Mir Qiwamuddin khan 
(No. 22), a brother of Knalifa Sultan, was granted the rank 
of 3000/1,500, a kbil@t and Rs. 10,000/- as in'am and his 
son Mir Sadruddin (No. 23) was awarded a mansab of 700/100 
and was later appointed Mir Atish with the title of Saf 
Shikan ee A grandson of Kvalifa Sultan, Mir Ali Naai 
(No. 37), was granted the mangab of 4000/2000 and was awarded 
a khilfat and Rs. 10,000/- as in'’am when he came to the 
court. Those who were not the direct descendants of Khalifa 
sultan, such as his sons-in-law, Mir Hidayat ullah (No.4) 


au watyid Sadr-i Jahan (No. 15), were given at the most 


1. Muhamnad Kagim, ‘Alamgir Nama, ed. Maulavis Khadim 
Husain and 'Abdul Hai, Calcutta, 1865-73, pp. 486-57. 
(Hereafter see Kazim). 


2, Sdqi Musta‘id Khan, Mataginei Alamgir Calcutta, 1271, 
pp. 130, 240 (hereafter cited as M. =). ef. Mil. Il, 
M463 Ill, 109. cr oe 


3. Abul Fazl MdmUri, Tarikh-i Aurangzeb, OR. MS. 1471, f. 
193(b) (hereafter see Ma'mtri). 


00 


a cash award of Rs. 5000/-, a khil'tat and probably a small 
ate Similerly, a son-in-law of Saf Shikan Khan, Haji 
Muhammad Rafi‘ (No. 33), was granted a khil'at when he arrived 
mas 

Another noticeable feature is the continuing crucial 
importance of family background of immigrants, as against 
this experience and abilities were not a sure passport to 
rank. Muzaffar Beg Kirmani (No. 11) who had been Wazir of 


Kirman before coming to India was not given any rank but 


only a cash award of Rs. 5000/-. 


As against this the members of Khalifa Sultan's 
family were recepients of high ranks and important posts 
at the Mughal court on account of their being the descendants 
of a highly reputed aristocratic family of Iran. Mirza 
Safavi Khan 'Ali Nagi (No. 40), a grandson (by daughter) 
of Shah Abbas Il, was awarded the rank of 3000/1600" 


obviously because he belonged to the royal family of Iran. 


1. Kazim op.cit, pp. 473, 851-523 M.A., p. 270. 
2. M.Aw,y pe 2703 also see Appendix, No. 33. 
3. See Chapter Two. 


- Kazim, p. 743. 
5e See Appendix, Nos. 5, 22, 23, 27 and 37. 
6. M.A. p. 4823; Cf. M.U., T1l1, pp. 653-54. 
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It is significant that a large nunber of immigrants 
who came direct from Iran during this period were those 
whose relatives had been in the Mughal service and it can 
be presumed that they came at the invitation of their 
relatives, Muhammad Amin Beg (No. 8), was son-in-law of 
Zulfiqar Khan; Isfandyar (No. 10), a cousin of Asad Khan; 
Burhanuddin (No. 13), the nephew of Fazil Khan Tini; 
Muhammad ‘Ali Beg (No. 19), son of ‘Ali Mardan Khan Amir-ul- 
Umara, Mir Mahmud (No. 20), brother of AsAlat Khan Mirza 
Muhamuad Mashhadi; Haji Muhammad Rafi‘ (No. 33), son-in-law 
of Saf Shikan Khan; and Mukaramat Khan Muhammad Mansur 
(No. 34+), a grandson of Mahabat Khan Haiderapaal. All of 
these persons migrated to India with the expectation of 


getting high mansabs at the Mughal Court. 


As for the Deccani immigrants of Iranian origin 
Aurangzeb's policy seems to have been more liberal as 
compared to Shahjahan, and more liberal still from 1682 
onwards when Aurangzeb's long process of total annexation 


of the whole of the Deccan began. A substantial number of 


Re re ee ne me 


1. See Ma'asir-ul Umara’ for lives of ZUlfig&r Khan (M.U. _ 
Pies S505), » Asad Khan (M.U.,1, 310-21), Fazil Khan Timi 
(M.U., III, 524-30), AlT Mardan Khan (M.U., II, 795-807), 
As@lat Khan (M.U., 1, 222-5), Saf Shikan Khan (M.U.,II, 
746-7), Mahabat Khan Haiderabadi (M.U.,III, 627-32). 


Ose 


1 
the Deccani nobles had then to be taken into service. The 


list in Appendix can not pretend to be complete as we do 
not know of the racial grouping of many of the Deccani 
officers. Thus the rather small number of the Irani-Deccanis 
( 8 out of 41 ) does not probably represent the true posi- 
tion, since a number of Iranian Deccani nobles may have 


been excluded from our list. 


The Deccani nobles, whether Irani or other, were 
given high grants quite generously. In 1688, the Deccani 
recruits holding upto 1000 zat ranks were also exempted 
from providing security bonds. It may, however, be pointed 
out that during Aurangzeb's reign the official definition 
for the term, Deccani was that all the nobles, whetuer of 
Indian or foreign origin, who, before joining the hughal 
service, had served under either of the Deccani Kingdoms 
(Bijapur and Golconda) were to be treated as Deccanis. They 
were subject to one-fourth deduction from their pay claims 
as against those foreigners who directly joined the Mughal 


service in the Deccan after their arrival there. These 





1. On the basis of Jam& dami statistics, M. Athar Ali has 
drawn the conclusion that while the share of the Mughal 
Provinces of the Deccan in the Jam& dami of the Empire 
between 1667 and 1691 increased only by 35.5 per cent 
the proportion of the Deccani nobles between 1658-78 and 
1679-1707 rose by 136.5 per cent. See Mughal Nobility, 
Pp. 28. 


2. Yusuf Husain Khan (ed.), Selected Documents of Aurangzeb's 
Reign 1659-1706 A.D., Central Records Office, Hyderabad, 
T1958, p. 182. (hereafter cited as S.D.A.). 


38 


4 
direct entrants were exempted from this deduction. After 


the annexntion of Golkonda (1687), SAqi Musta'tid Khan writes 
that a separate volume would be required to give details of 
the coming of Haiderabadis to the Mughal court, their join- 
ing imperial service and receiving mangsabs from 7000 to 

500 ait. This influx of the 'upstart' Deccanis, in the 
later years of Aurangzeb, and their increasing ranks and 
numbers over the old mansabdarscaused much resentment among 
the older nobility - the unniebds Saiyid Sultan Karbalai 
(No. 14), an officer of Golkonda, was awarded the rank of 
1500/600, a khiltat and era sc as in'am on his arrival 
at the Mughal Court in 1663. Mir Husaini 'Ali Mardan Khan 
yaiderabadi (No. 35) and Mustafd Khan Abdur Razzaq Lari 

(No. 36) were granted the mansabs of 5000/5000 and 5000/3000 
respectively on their joining service in 1688. It is 
significant that Abdur Razzaq Lari unwillingly joined Mughal 
service while 'Ali Mardan Khan had deserted the service of 


6 
Golkonda. 


A er nnn 


1. SDA, De G. 

2. MeAey De 302. 

3. Matamlri, ff. 156(b)-157(a); Cf. Nobility, pp. 28-29. 
4, Kazim, pp. 840, 843; M.U., III, p. 619-20. 


Se MeAw, pe 396; Matamuri, ff. 177(a), 178(a)3 KeK.,op.cit, 
Der 3735: 2i80- See kU. y Il Ds. Bolt. 


6. Mole, pe 3643 Matamlri, ff. 177(a), 184(b), 186(d); 
K.K.|, II, 404-53 M.U., II, 824-5. 


— 
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Perhaps the most sisnificant of the Deccani 
immi; rants was Muhammad Ibrahim Mahabat Khan Haiderabadi 
(No. 32). He was the Commander-in-chief of the Golkonda 
Kingdom before his arrival at the Mughal court in 1687. 
He was granted a mansab of 7000/6000. He was perhaps the 
first among the Deccani immigrants of Aurangzeb's reign 
to be awarded such a high rank on the very day of his 
arrival. This reflects Aurangzeb's policy of granting ranks 
generously to the Deccani nobles in order to win them over 


2 
to his side. 


1. MeAsy pe 2693 Matamuri, f. 172(b); K.K., Il, pp. 305-6; 
M, U. 9 he i pp. 627-8. 


2. Matamuri, ff. 156(b) - 157(a)3 K.K., II, pe 396. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
POSITION OF IRANIS AS M*NSAB HOLDERS 


(a) SHAHJAHAN 


Lahori and Muhammad Waris give us the only official 
lists of mangabdars of Shahjahan's reign, holding ranks of 
500 git anid above. Lahori vrovides two separate lists of 
mangabdars ,at the close res;ectively of the 10th an? 20th 
regnal years. Waris gives the corresponding list for the 
30th year. These three lists give the names of mangabdérs, 
both alive and dead, during the preceding decade arranged 
according to ranks last held by theme” There is no doubt 
about the general authenticity of Lahori's lists, but they 
are not free from slips. In a few instances, the names of 
mangabdars who had been successively promoted during a 
d-cade have been repeated under different ranks, one held 
before and the other after promotions. Waris's list seems 
more accurate for there is no case of such repetitions 
here, Lahori's two lists respectively contain the n=mes 
of 189 and 213 mangabdars of 1000 gat and above, alive at 
the terminal point while Waris lists a total of 240 
mangabdars of the same ranks, similarly alive at the end 


of the third decade, 


ett merece 








a AE Se — ee 


1, Lahori, I(b) pp. 292-328; II, pre. 717-752; Waris, 
Badshahnadma, Ethe, 329, ff. 259(a)-272(a). I am 
indebted to Prof. M. Athar Ali for providing me 
this list, 


These three lists are supplemented by Muhammad 
Salih Kamboh, S&lih's list which is apparently based on 
the lists of Lahori and Waris and gives the names and 
last ranks of all the mansabdars of Shahjahan's reign, 
whether dead or alive. Of these 245 mansabdars of 1000 
gat and above, were alive at the end of Shahjahan's reign. 
Salih must have some other source for adding new appoint- 
ments and promotions made in the last three (lunar) 
years of Shahjahan's reign. His list, however, contains 
many omissions. Thus certain names which occur in Waris's 


list are missing in S@&lih's,. 


To analyse these lists the mansabdars of 1000 gat 
and above, alive at the terminal point of each of the 
lists, have been taken into account: Only such high 
mansabdars were entitled to be called umara’ (nobles) .” 
As regards the classification of various racial groups, 
such as Iranis, Toranis, Afghans, Chaikhzadas, Raj .uts, 
Marathas, ‘other Muslims and ‘other Hindus', the 
system adopted by M. Athar Ali has been followed here. 
The last group ‘other Hindus', includes all Hindus 
except the Rajputs and Marathas. ‘Other Muslims’ include 
Abyssinians, ‘Arabs and the Muslims whose racial affili- 


ations could not be established, 


1, Salih, III, pp. 448-470. Cf. Mughal Nobility, 
opecit., p.8. 


2. Mughal Nobility, p.7. 
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At the outset an attempt has been made to work 
out the numerical strength of different racial groups in 
the nobility during the three decades of Shahnjahan's reign 
Separately. Then we shall try to establish the numerical 
strength of Irdnis belonging to different regions such as 
those of Jandahar, Isfahan, Tehran, Mashhad, Jazwin and 


Knawaf ‘é 


Now coming to the analysis of our data it appears 
that there were 189 mansabdars of 1000 zat and above 
(excluding Princes) in the first decade of Shahjahan's 
reign of which 153 (i.e. 80.9%) were Muslims and 36 
(i.e. 19%) were Hindus, Of the Muslimg63 were Iranis, 

37 Turanis, 20 Afghans, 15 Indian Muslims and 18 Other 
iiuslims. Thus the groups respectively 33.3%, 19.5%, 
10.5. 7.9% and 9.5% of the total number of mangabdars. 
This shows that Iranis enjoyed the highest position, 
being the largest group, among mansabdars of 1000 gat 


and above during the first decade, 


An analysis of the racial composition with a 
further breakdown of ranks at the end of the first 
decade may be of some interest. If we establish three 
categories, viz., (a) 5009 gat and above; (b) 3000 to 
4000 gat and (c) 104 to below 3000, we can further see 
how these ranks were held. Out of 20 total mansapdars 


in category (a) in the first decade as many as 10 were 
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Iranis, that is, 50% as against Tiranis 20%, and 

Indian Muslims 10% (no Afghan and ‘Other Muslim’ 

falling in this category). Rajput and Maratha 

mansabdars together (4 in number) occupied a position 
equal to that of the Turadnis. In category (b), however, 
out of 44 mansabdars 13 were Iranis, that is 29.5%, as 
against Turanis 7(15.9%), Afghans 3(6,8%), Indian Muslims 
4(9%) and ‘Other Muslims' 6(13,6%). Rajputs and Marathas 
respectively numbered 6 and 5 and together constituted 
25% of the total number of mansabdars of category (b). 
Similarly, in category (c) the Iranis enjoyed roughly 
the same position as in (b); they numbered 40 or 32% 

out of the totalefl25 mansabdars. This compares with 
Turanis 26(20.8%), Afghans 17(13.6%), Indian Muslims 
9(7.2%) and ‘Other Muslims' 12(9,6%). Rajputs equalled 
the Afghans in number, Thus it appears that during the 
first ten years of Shahjahan's reign the Iranis formed 
not only the largest group, but they occupied a still 
better position in the highest ranks than was warranted 
by their numbers in medium and lower ranks of the umara’ 


or nobility (see Table-1). 


At the end of the second decade there were 160 
Muslim mansab@ars and 53 Hindus or 75.1% and 24.8% 
respectively, out of a total of 213 mansabdars of 1000 


zat and above. Out of the Muslim mansabdars, as many 


as 62 were Iranis, that is, 29.1% of the total mansabdars. 
Among the three categories already defined, they constitu- 
ted 42.8%, 39.5% and 24.1% respectively, thus still 
accounting for higher proportions in the highest ranks. 
Their position may be compared with that of the Turdanis 
who were 19% in category (a), 11.6% in (b) and 19.4% in 
category (c), while the Rajputs were respectively 19%, 
9.3%, and 20.1%, In the over-all composition Rajputs, 
numerically, equalled the Turdnis and constituted the 
second largest group in the nobility at the end of the 
second decade. Interestingly enough, in category (b), 
Marathas appear to have exceeded all the racial groups 
except the Iranis and thus they now formed the second 


largest group in category (b). (see Table-2), 


At the end of the third decade, as Table-3 shows, 
out of 240 mansabdars of 1000 zat and above, 184 or 76,6% 
were Muslims and 56 or 23.3% were Hindus. Among Muslims 
the Iranis again formed the largest group, being 80 or 
33.3% of the total number of mansabdars. In the three 
categories as well, the Iranis are found occupying a 
dominant position respectively numbering 58.8%, 31.8% and 
31.2% of the total number of mansabdars in these 
categories. Again, as in the 10th year, they are seen 
to form the majority at the top, while in the medium 


and lower levels, they account for a third of the nobles, 


Their position compares with Turanis who were 17.6% 
in category (a), 15.9% in (b) and 19.5% in category 
(c), while the Rajputs were respectively 17.6%, 25% 


and 17.3%, 


On the whole it may be inferred that in the 10th 
year, a ratio of 80% and 20% was maintained between 
Muslim and Hindu mansabdars but in the last two decades a 
ratio of the proportion of the Hindus had risen to about 
25%. Our tables show that Rajputs numbered 13.7% in 
the 10th year while in the 20th and 30th years of 
Shahjahan's reign, they numbered 17.8% and 18.7% respect- 
ively. Significantly enough, the Rajputs became numerically 
equal to Turanis in the last two decades while in 
the first decade they were distinctly fewer. Although 
there was a general decline of Muslim mansabdars at the 
end of the second decade. Indian Muslims are exceptionally 
found to have attained a sherp rise in their position as 
compared to the 10th year. Finally, Iranis enjoyed through- 
out a more dominant position in the category of mansabdars 
of highest ranks in comparison with their position in 


the two lower categories. 


As far as Iranis belonging to different regions 
are concerned a d*cade-wise analysis is offered to see 
which regions benefitted most from Imperial favour, 


At the end of the first decade, out of 63 total Iranian 


~~} 
aos 
— 


mansabdars of 1000 zat and above, the Harvis (from 
Herat) were the most numerous single group (i.e.12.69%), 
while the Mashhadis (from Mashhad) (11.11%) came next, 
Those from Qazwin, at 9.52%, occupied the third place 
followed by the Shirazis and Tehranis, each accounting 
for 7.93% in the total number of the Iranian mansabdars. 
Such Iranis, as cannot be identified according to their 
native places (including those from ‘Iraq and Khuras@n) 


numbered 17.46% (see Table-4). 


At the end of the second decade the Qandaharis 
had risen to prominence. They comprised about 12.9% of 
the total of 62 Iranian mansabdars of 1000 gat and above, 
It may be suggested that the Qandaharis achieved such a 
higher proportion among the Tranis probably because of 
the Kurds who having migrated from Qandahar, under Ali 
Mardan Khan Zig, entered the Mugha 1 service at the begin- 
ning of the second decade of Shahjahan's reign.! The 
Mashhadis now occupied the second ; lace constituting 
11.29% while the Harvis, Shirazis and Tehranis came 
next as each of them constituted 8.06% of the total 
Iranian mansabdars. The unspecified Iranis numbered 
nearly 21%. Among the smaller, but important groups, 
to mention a few, were those of Qazwin (6.45%), Yazd 
(4.83%), Isfahan and Kashan (3.22% eachi.* 
1. For All Mardan Khan's career see my article "Ali 
Mardan Khan - A great Iranian noble of Shahjahan", 
PIHC, Burdwan, 1983, pp.198-210; also chapter 6 


section II, infra,pp 2g8-307. 
2. See Table-5,. 


At the end of the third decade the Qandaharis 
rematned much the largest group in the Iranian nobility. 
They numbered 12.5% of the total 80 Iranian mansabdars 
of 1000 zat and above, The Harvis occupied the second 
place (10%) and Yazdis the third (8.754), followed by 
the iashhadis (7.5). Among the smaller groups mention 
may be made of Shirazis and Tehranis (5% each) and the 


Qaewinis Gea) 


A rather large ; roportion has here to be allowed 
for the Iranis, whose native pl-ces are not ascertained, 


the rrovortion being 2¢,5%, 


We thus see thit among the Iranis certain reqional 
groups tended to be more proininent than others. Of sich 
groups, to mention the Harvis and wlashhadis were the most 
consistently important. At the end of the tirst decad- 
the Harvis and at the end of the second decade and of the 
third decade, the Qandaharis formed the single largest 
grous awong the Iradnis. The “ashhadis were the second 
largest group in the 10th and 20th year, while in the 
30th year the Harvis occupied this position. As regards 
the third largest crou,, Jazwinis eccupicd this place 
at the end of the first decade, the Harvis, Shiravis and 


Tehranis at the end of the second and the Yazdis in the 





1. See Table-6, 


ue a: 
3 


third ‘ecade, Similarciy, at the end of the first 

decade Shirazis ond Tenrdnis formed the fourth larqest 
aroun, replaced hy tt.e sezwinis by the 20th year and 
Maeshhadis ky the 30th, Thus, it appears that except 

for ire Yizdis, who attained some roti;nence in the 

last decade only, ail the above mentioned Jranian groups 
any tow remained the large and dominant groups @..ong 
irari:ns throughout the reign of Shahjahan, It is -lso 
notewcrthy that during the entire period the two aroups 
- Shirizi and Tehrani nuserically enjoyec about the same 


position, 


A decade-wise statistical data of mansabs held Ly 
Qiiferent racial Grouns, inciuding Iranis from different 
regions, may permit us to have another vantage point for 
examining their position, In the main, there are three 
separite tables, each for the end of a decade, showing 
a catecory-wise break up of iansabs held hy different 
rici*] aroups,. Each table lists mansabs of 1000 Zat and 
above, held by the in-nsabdars who were alive at the «nd 
of the decade. The ranks oi | rinces have not been ta<en 
into account. Thuc the total number of mansabs, in the 


three decades, comes -s tollowrs: 


rr te 





Se etaenenal 


1. See Tables4, 5, and 6. 
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10th year 20th year 30th year 
gat sawar sawar zat Sawar 


4,54, 500 3763550 4,67, 000 3,80; 800: 4,907,500 3, 725950 


These figures vary from those given by M. Athar ali? ana 
from those given by Irfan Habib for the first ten years 
only’, even after excluding the ranks of princes which 
they have included. At the end of the first decade, out 
of a total of 4,54,500/23,63,550 ranks the Muslim 
mansabdars held 3,6€8,000/3,01,750 or 80.96% of the 

total gat and $3,0% of the total sawar ranks. The Iranis 
alone held 36.52% and 36.11% respectively of the total 
gat and sawar ranks. Thus, the Iranis neld highest number 
of ranks during first ten years of Shahjahan's reign, 
followed by the Tiranis who accounted for 19.03% of the 
total gat and 21.42% of the total sawdr ranks. The ranks 
held by Hindu mansabdars totalled 19.03% (zat) and 16,99% 
(sawar). Afghans and ‘Other Muslims' held an almost 

equal number of ranks as they both respectively accounted 
for 8.47/7,56% and 8,36/7.19% of the gat and sawar ranks. 
Indian Muslims Shared, a little more than Afghans and 


‘Other Muslims', 8.53/10.70% of the zat and sawar ranks. 


1. Cf. Apparatus, op. cit., p. AIV, 


2. C£. 'The Mansab System, 1595-1637', PIHC, 1967, p.244 
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Category-wise too, the Iranis are found te have 
held the highest number of ranks in each category, 
claiming highest in category (a) i.e. 51.85% and 49,24% 
respectively of the total 1,08,000 gat and 1, 32,000 
sawar ranks. In category (b) they possessed 30.66. of 
the total gét and 26.47% of the total sawar ranks; 
and in category (c) 32.56% and 30.49% respectively. 

In each category the Turanis were the second highest 
claimant of ranks, holding 20.37% and 23.48% in category 
(a), 17.33% and 20% in category (b) and 19.59;. and 
20.46% in category (c). In categories (a) and (b) 
Rajputs occupied the third place but in category (c) 


they were superseded by the Afghans.? 


At the end of the second decade, there was an 
over-all increase in the ranks of Hindu mansabdars. 
They possessed 23.44% and 23.17% respectively of the 
total of 4,67,0V00 gat and 3,80,80U0 sawdr ranks. This 
was a rise of more than 4% in the gat and 6% in the 
sawar ranks. over the decade, While the ranks of the 
Muslim mansabdars suffered a decline at the correspon- 
ding rate over their previous ones, as they held now 
76.55% of the total gat and 76.82, of the total sawar 


ranks. But the Iranis still held highest number of 





1. See Table-7, 
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ranks, Claiming 32,86% of the total zac and 33.63. of 
the sawar ranks; though it wus a decline by 3,66. in 

the gat and 2.48% in the suwar rank over their previous 
ones in the preceding decade. A category-wise analysis 
of cne mansab Statistics reveals a trend of a general 
fall in the ranks of Muslim mansabdars except those of 
the Iranis in category(b) and Indian Muslims in category 
(c). In category (c) the general decline in the ranks 
of all the Muslim racial groups, with tne exception of 
Indian MuSlims, wus Such that the total numbers of ranks 
in the hands of nindu mansabdars was much higher than 
that held by lranic, and the rank held by the R&ajouts 


a@lone was higher than that of the Taranis. 


At the end of the third decade a further rise in 
the ranks of Hindu inansabdars, with a corresponding 
decrease in the ranks of Muslim mansabdars, occurred, 
Out of 4,97,500 gat and 3,72,950 savar ranks Hindu 
mansabdars held 24,32, and 28.71, respectively, while 
75.67% and 71.28. respectively of the total gat and 
Sawar ranks were held by Muslim mansabdars. There was 
thus about 1% fall in the gat and more than 54 fall 
in the sawar ranks of the Muslims and a corresponding 
rise in that of Hindus over the decade. The Iranis, 
however, held the nighest number of ranks i.e. 37.38%: 


of the gat and 35.23. of the sawar ranks. Thus the Iranis 
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experienced an increase of 4.52% and 5.30% respectively 

in their gat and sawar ranks over the decade. The Rajptits! 
share increased by 3.04% and 6.23/; in the gat and sawar 
ranks in comparison to the end of the second decade, 

The other racial groups, both Muslims and Hindus, suffered 


a general decline in their ranks. 


Category-wise too, the Iradanis appear to have 
attained highest number of ranks in all categories vis- 
a-vis other racial groups in the nobility. Especially 
among the top-ranking mansabdars of category (a), Lranis 
possessed highest place in the hierarchy, as they held 
59.78% and 69.01% of the total gat and sawar ranks in 
this category at the end of the third decade. This was 
an unprecedented rise in their status, as mansabdars, 
after the first decade of Shahjahan's reign. The Turanis 
did not come up to them as their total gat ranks was 
equal to those of Rajputs (17.39%) while they held the 


lowest number of sawar ranks (2.81%) in this category. 


Category (b) shows a sharp decline in the ranks 
of Iranis and a great increase in the ranks of .ajpits 
as compared with their respective ranks in this 
category at the end of the second decade. The total 
rank of Muslim mansabdars sustained a loss of 11.51% 


in the gat and 13.28% in the sawar rank over the decade 
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in this category. Significantly enough, the total rank 
of Hindu mansabdars was now 33.81% and 34.91% of the 
total gat and sawar ranks respectively which is higher 
than those held by Iranis i.e. 31.65% and 29.55%. The 
total rank of Rajputs alone (25.17% and 28.34%) was 


much higher than that of the Taradnis (16.54% and 14.77%). 


In category (c) the Iranis’share in the total ranks 
again increased, by more than 8% both in gat and aawar 
over the preceding decade, as they held 32.64% of the 
total gat and 25.35% of the total sawar rank, The total: 
sawar ranks held by Hindu mansabdars* was almost equal 
to that of the Iranis and their total zat rank was equal 
to that of the TUranis (19.88%). The sawar rank of the 


Rajputs (21.35,) was considerably higher than that held 


by the Turanis (17.29./). 


The analysis of the mansabs, confirms the 
impressions derived from the count of numbers of the 
nobles. The Iranis formed the largest single group in 
the nobility, with the largest share in the top-ranks 
throughout Shahjahan's reign. what is of much interest 
is that here too after the first decade a proportionate 
1. It was 25.41% of the total Ssawar rank which is 


slightly higher than that of Irdnis. See 
Table#9, category (c). 





decline in the ranks of Muslim mansabdars is noticed 

with a corresponding increase in the ranks of Hindu 
mansabdars. Thirdly, the Rajputs appear to have been 

so largely promoted during the last ten years of 
Shahjahan's reign that their total rank surpassed that 

of the Turadnis who had peen, in term of mansabs, the 
second most powerful section in the nobility till the 

end of first twenty years of Shahjahan's reign. ‘this 
suggests that Hindus in general and Rajputs in particular, 
both numerically and as mansabdars, received consider able 
promotions during the last twenty years of Shahjahan's 


reign. 


Finally, a decade-wise tabulation of the mansaps 
held by the Iranis, in the three categories, from 
different regions can also be made, Table-10 reveals 
that during the first decade the Tehranis, who mostly 
belonysed to Itimad-ud Daula's family, held the highest 
number of ranks accounting 13.85.0 and 24.29% respecti- 
vely out of the total 1,66,000 gat and 1,31,300 sawar 
ranks held by Iranis. This group, we may remember, 
claimed only 5 member or 7.93% of the strength of the 
Irani group; obviously their very high ranks gave them 
totals in mansabs out of proportion to their numbers. 


The Mashhadis possessed 13.55% of the total zat and 


16.41% of the total sawar ranks of the Iranis, were the 
second most powerful group, followed by the Harvis 

holding 11.14% and 6.37% of the two ranks respectively. 
Both the Jandaharis and Mazwinis held a fair number of 
ranks and they may be assigned a fourth place among 

the Iranians. Iranis of unkbwn origin, however, held 

as many as 16.86% of the total gat and 14.35% of the total 


sawar rank of the Iranis.? 


During thc second decade the people from Qandahar, 
just as they numerically outnumbered the others so 
in ranks too, they held largest number of ranks (15.63% 
gat and 19.12% sawar) among Iranis, and thus superseded 
the fehranis (10.42% gat and 14.59% sawar) who nw held 
the third position wniile the Mashhadis still maintained 
their previous status (12.05, gat and 14.67% sawar). 
The people from Shiraz, holding 9.12% zat and 3.27. 
sawar, and those from Herat, holding 3.46% gat and 6.79% 
sawar ranks, were che other two strong groups at the 


end of the second decade of Shahjahan's reign.” 


In the 30th year of Shahjahan's reign the 


Qandah&ris, again, are found to have held highest number 


1. see Table-10. 


2. 2°ee Table-1l. 


of ranks i.e. 15.05% and 21.14% of the total 1,86,000 
gat and 1,45, 200 sawar ranks respectively. Both the 

Mashhadis and the Tehranis appear to have lost their 
respective previous positions being replaced, by the 


Harvis (9.67% zat and 10.67% sawar) and the Yazdis 


(8.60% zat and 5.23% sawar).- 


At the end of this survey, it may de noted that 
inspite of Shahjahan's growing consciousness in 
Central Asian affiliations, as he resumed the title 
of Sahib Qiran-i gani for himself, and his efforts 
to recover his ancestral land, the Turanis appear to 
have been loosing, both in numbers of mansabd&ars and in 
mangabs, with each decade, On the contrary, Iranis 
were not only the largest and most powerful racial 
group in the nobility but prospered throughout the 
reign of Shahjahan. Iranis are found to have been 
constituting above 30 per cent of the nobility and 
holding about the same percentage of the total ranks, 
while the TUranis, both in numbers and in mangabs 
never rose above 20 per cent. Despite a considerable 
fall in their ranks during the second decade, th 
Iranis, on an average held above 50% of the total 


mansabs in the category of 'highest' ranks. Secondly, 


1. See Table-12. 


2) 
—~ 


during the last twenty years of Shahjahan's reign, 

Hindus in yeneral and Rajputs in particular are noticed 
to have increased their number and ranks. Their numerical 
composition was equal to that of Tiranis during the last 


two decades, 


Besides comparing the mansabs attained by nobles 
of various groups, which we have studied so far, it 
may also be of some Significance to examine the propor- 
tions that sawar ranks bore to the zat ranks within 
each group. Information on this is brought together 
in Table-13, The gat rank, it may be recalled, deter- 
mined the status and personal salary of the mansabdars, 
while the sawar rank prescribed the size of military 
contingent, and the pay he received for it. If the 
sawar-zat ratio was low, it would show that the mansab- 
dar was being given a much higher status than was 
justified by the military contingent he was obliged to 
keep. This may be illustrated by the following example. 
The sawar ranks of Muslim mansaodars at the end of the 
30th R.Y. of Shahjahan's reign amounted to 70.61% of their 
total zat ranks, while in the case of Hindu mansabdars the 
proportion was 88.51%. Clearly, then, in general, compared 


to Hindu mansabdars, on an average,a Muslim mansabdar was 


cy 
at 


likely to receive a higher gat rank in relation to his 
actual military contingent. But within the Muslims 
the ratios varied considerably, as well as over 'Time', 
The sawar~gat ratio of the Afghdns rose at the end of 
each of the three decades from 71.42% to 93.71% and 
finally, to 94.28., thus signifying that they became 
entitled to a lower and lower zat rank, on average, in 
relation to their sawar ranks. In fact, their treatment 
paralleled closely that of the Rajput mansabdars whose 
sawar-gat ratio similarly increased from 76.92% to 
3.86, and, finally to 93.96% in the end-years of the 


three decades. 


AS against the Afghans and Rajputs the Iranis 
and Paranis were granted highe: zat ranks so as to 
maintain their status in the nobility in relation to 
their actual contingents. The Iranis in the 10th, 20th 
and 30th R.Ys. had a sawar-gat rutio of 79.09, 83.454 
and 72.06%, while the Taranis had 90.05%, 89,82% anda 
50.65,. The Turanis in the 10th and 2Uth R.Ys. were 
thus allowed little ‘excess' status over their military 
contingent, but the situation changed radically by 
the 30th R.Y. The Iranis, on the other hand, maintained 
a comfortable sawar-zgat ratio, enjoying consistently 
much higher gat ranks than justified by their sawar 


ranks,? 


1. See Table-13. 
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The Indian Muslims had a very high sawar-gat 
ratio - an incredible 99.744, in the 10th R.Y., but 
gat ranks (in relation to sawar) seem to have come more 
liberally to them in the 2uth and 30th R.Y. Another 
group with low sawar-gat ratio was that of the Marathas, 
but we should remember that their gat ranks payments 
were subject to a deduction of one-fourth, and they 
received low-monthly jagirs in the Deccan. Thus there 
was a special reason for the extra gat ranks they 


received over their sawar ranks, 


All in all, in respect of sawar-gat ratios too 
the Iranis appear to have receive’ a more consistently 


liberal treatment than any of the other groups. 
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CATEGORY-WISE REGIONAL COMPOSITION OF IRANIS UNDER SHAHJAHAN 








TABLE-5 SECOND DECADE 
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TABLE-~12 : THIRD DECADE 











ee fa) 
5000 zat and 


(b) 


(c) 
1000 to below TOTAL 














3000 to 4000 Percentace 
above zat 3000 zat 

Ardistan 6,000/6,000 3,000/ 1,000 - 9,000/ 7,000 4.83/ 4.82 
Azarbaijan - 3,000/ 6,000 2,000/ 800 5,000/ 6,800 2.68/ 4.68 
Astarabad - - 1,000/ 200 1,000/ 200 0.53/ 0.13 
Circassian 6,000/11,000 ~ ~ 6,000/11,000 3,22 / 7.57 
Erivan 7 - 2,000/ 1,500 2,000/ 1,500 1.07/ 1.03 
Hamadan FS 3,000/' 3,000 - 3,000/ 3,000 1,61/ 2.06 
Herat 5,000/ 7,500 6,000/ 5,800 7,000/ 2,200 18,000/15,500 9.67/10. 67 
Isfahan - - 6,500/ 2,200 6,500/ 2,200 3,49/7 1.51 
Kashan - - 1,500/ 400 1,500/ 400 0.807 0.27 
Khawaf = 7 3,500/ 500 3,500/ 500 1.88/ 0.34 
Mashhad ~ 6,000/ 2,700 6,000/ 3,100 12,000/ 5,800 6.45/ 3.99 
Mazandaran ~ - 1,000/ 600 1,000/ 600 0.53/0.41 
Qandahar 12,000/20,000 9,000/ 7,500 7,000/ 3,200 28,000/30,700 15.05/21.14 
Qazwin 2 a 4,500/ 2,100 4,500/ 2,100 2417 6% 
Sabzwar = - 1,500. 800 1,500/ ~=800 0.80/ 0.55 
Samnan - - 1,000/. 400 1,000/ 400 0.53/ 0.27 
Shiraz 5,000/ 5,000 - 4,000/ 3,100 9,000/ 8,100 4,83/ 5.57 
Tehran 6,000/11,000 4,000/ 1,000 5,000/ 3,000 15,000/15,000 8.06/10.33 
Tun - 3,000/ 600 - 3,000/ 600 1.61/ 0.41 
Turbat - - 1,500/ 200 1,500/ 200 0.81/ 0.13 
Yaza 5,000/ 5,000 3,000/ 600 8,000/ 2,000 16,000/ 7,600 8.60/ 5.23 
Unidentified 10,000/ 8,000 4,000/ 1,000 24,000/16,200 38,000/25,200 20,43/127,35 
Total 55,000/73,500 44,000/29,200 87,000/42,500 1,86,000/1,45,200 100/ 1¢6¢ 
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(b) AURANGZEB 


In the absence of detailed official chronicles for 
the major part of Aurangzeb's reign, there is considerable 
aifficulty in preparing the lists of his mangabdars. 
Neither the ‘Alamgir nama, the only official chronicle 
which covers the period of first ten years of Aurangzeb's 
reign, nor the Maasir-i ‘Alamgiri which is a very abridged 
account of his entire reign serves the purpose. The present 
study is, therefore, based on the lists of Aurangzeb's 
mansabdars of 1000 gat and abwe prepared by M. Athar Ali 
on the basis of large number of contemporary documents. 

He gives two Separate lists — A and B - for the periods 
1658-1678 and 1679-1707 which respectively contain 486 
and 575 names of mansabd&rs-. For the purpose of our 
study, we have further restricted ourselves to the 
mansabdars, who are known to have been holding the rank 
of 1000 gat and above at the ends of the two periods 
(i.e. 1678 and 1707). They are respectively 349 and 
412, It is to be noted further that the mangabdars 

who are known to have fled away or resigned or been 


suspended, are also not included.” While using the 





1. See Mughal Nobility, op.cit., Appendix - List A and B 
on pp e at e 


2. In list A Shambhaji (No.12) and Netuji Muhammad Quli 
Khan .No.59) are thus excluded. In list B Takuji 
(No.147) and Dauji (No.315) are known to have left 
the Mughal service in 1694, and Yalingtosh Khan _ 
Bahadur (No.213), Obedullah_(No.289), Haji Shafi. 
Khan (No.424), Qabil Khan Mir Munshi (No.550) and 
Kishore Das Gaur (No. 568) are known to have been 
dismissed, 
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lists given by M. Athar Ali an effort has been made to 
check his racie!] identification and other information 

by re-examining the authorities cited by him, As a 
result a number of mangabdars who were left unidentified 
by him have now been identified, while in respect of 
some mansabdars the race assigned to them by him has 

had to be revised.? Moreover a number of mangabdars 


appear to have been repeated? in the lists in different 


1. In list A entries numbers 161, 102 and 415 were left 
unindentified: they are Afghans. Nos. 135, 190, °18, 
255 and 264 have been identified as Hindus. =ntries 
ios. 189 and 388 which also were unidentified have 
now been respectively identified as Irani and TUrani. 
No.124 was identified as Maratha, it has now been 
identified as a Hindu (3rahman). No.297, identified 
as Irani was of Afgh&n origin. No.313 identified as 
an Indian which was an Iranian and No.363 has been 
re-identified as an Afghan instead of TUr@ni. 


In list B entries Nos. 265, 289, 399, 415, 438 and 

sl2 were left unidentified. Of these Nos, 265, 399, 
415 and 438 have been identified av Iranis and Nos, 
289 and 512 as TUrdnis. Among the identified mangabdars 
those mentioned under Nos.111, 119, 212, 361, 379 

and 488 have been re-identified. Shaikh LadW (No.111) 
identified as Turani was an Indian Muslim; Tltom-ullah 
Rashid Khan (No.119) identified as Indian, was an 
Afghan; Saiyid iturad ALi (No.212) was a TUrdni not 
Irani; Shaikh NOrullah, Qadir Dad Khan Ansari ‘No. 361) 
identified as an Iranian but he was an Afghan by 
origin; and finally, Mda&mUr khan, Dilir Khan (No.448) 
has been re-identificd as an Iranian (instead of 
Afghan' being perhaps the same as Mir Isfandydar Mamiir 
Khan, Dilir Khan. See Tazgkirat-ul Umara’ of Kewal Ram, 
Eng. trans. by S.M. Azizuddin Husain, New_Delhi, 

1985, p.69 (hereafter T,U,) and Imtiaz Ali ‘arsni 


(ed.) Tarikb-i Muhammadi, vol. II, Pt. VI, Aligarh, 
1960, p.12 thereatcer cited as T.M.). 

2y cM the. List A Pir Muhammad, Aghar Khan (No.67) and 
Imam Quli, Aghar Khan (No.381); Mirza Khan Mantchihr 


contd,. 
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grades on account of their being mentioned under different 
titles in the sources. In such cases the mansabdars have 
been counted once and their last highest ranks, as known 
in or before 1678 and 1707, have been taken into account. 
For instance, Pir Muhammad Aghar Khan (Nos.67 in list 

A and 98 in list B) and Imam Juli Aghar Khan (Nos,381 in 
list A and 142 in list B) are infact one and the same 
person. Therefore, in list B, nos. 98 and 142 have been 


ar>»pped and in list A only the highest rank entry (No.67) 


f.n. contd, from prev. 


(Nos. 104° and 105); Husain Beg Khan Zig (Nos.183 
and 335); Baizan Beg, 2ilad&@r Khan (No.193) and 
Nusrat Kh&n, QJilada@r Khan (No.,217) are the same 
person because Baizan Beg was later on granted the 
title of Nusrat Khan (Alamgir-nama, p.981); ‘:irza 
Nifamatullah suhrab Khan (No.298) and Nifamatullah 
(No.460), son of Hus&muddin Khan are also the same, 
After Aurangzeb's accession Mirza Nifamatullah was 
given the title of Suhrab xhan. 


In List B Namdar Khan (No.103) has been shown 
as holding the rank of 3000/2000 while, if Manucci 
the friend of Namdar Khan is to be believed, he had 
already died in 1678 (Storia do Mogor, vol. II, 
p.390). Ikhlas, Khan-i Alam (No.18)and Shaikh Ladu 
(No.111) are one_man. He was the son of Shaikh 
Nizam Haiderabadi entitled Khan-i Zaman (MU, I, 
794-798). Kewal Ram gives his name as Shaikh Lad 
(see T.U. op.cit.,.p.5). He was first granted) the 
title of Ikblas Khan and after that of Khdn-i Alam. 
Raja Udat Singh Bhaduriya (No.171) and Raja Udai 
Singh Bhaduriya (No.487) are identical. Udai Singh 
seems to be a misreading of Udat Singh or vice versa 
(see M.A. pp. 226, 228), Nahar Khan (No.194)and 
Sangram Khan Gbori Nahar Khan are the same, Jai 
Singh Sawai (No.268) is the same as Bijai Singh 
(No.355), for Bijai Singh was granted the title 
of Jai Singh Jawai in 1700 (M.A., p.424). 
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has been taken into account, Another interesting case 

is that of Tahir Shaikh, Tahir Khan (10.39 in list A 

and 0.234 in list B). In list A his rank is given 
5000/3000 while in list 5 it is 2,500/1,500. As he died 
in 1681, the second entry giving a far lower rank is a 
Slip. Mirza Khan (No.104 in list A) a grandson of ‘Abdur 
Rahim Khan-i Khanan and Mirza Khan Manuchihr’ (No. 105 
in the same list) are identical, because Mirza Manuchihr 
had received the title of Mirza Khan perhaps during the 
reign of Jahangir.” Therefore, he has been counted 

once, Similarly, Manohar Das Sisodia has been mentioned 
twice (No.433 in list 4 and 519 in list &) holding a rank 
of 1000/400, and the same authority has been given at 
both the places.” Mir Ibrahim, Muhtasham Khan (No.105) 
has been mentioned holding the rank of 4000/1500 (500x 
2-3h) on the authority of Akbbarat dated 18th Shaban, 
24th R.Y. and 19th Ramzan, 25th R.Y. But the rank is 
2000/2000 (1500x2-3h),. Muhtasham Khan (No.438) is 

again mentioned holding the rank of 1000/1200 (1000x2-3h) 


with reference to the Akhbarat dated 16th Rajab, 24th 


a 








1. For the variant Mirza Jan Manuchihr see M,A., p.127. 
2. M.U., vol. III, p.586, 


3. Kazim, 0.140. In addition he has also referred to 
mamari, £. 188(b) at the second place. But the name 
is not there, However, one Mohan Das appears to have 
been killed fighting against the Mar@thas alongwith 
a number of other Mughal officers, It seems that 
Mohan Das has been misread as Manohar Das. 


R.Y. and 15th Jamada II, 46th R.Y. In the 49th RY. 

he is mentioned as having been depriwed of his rank 

and office at the siege of “lakinkera forus* After its 
conquest he was appointed Qilsdar of the fort. His 
previous rank of 2500/1200 was restored and a conditional 
rank of 300 saWar against the post of Qiladari was also 
added to ie" I have therefore taken into account his 
last rank of 2500/1500 in my tables. It is also found 
that sometimes the ranks of mangabdars in the lists do 
not agree with those actually given in the sources. In 
such cases I have used the corrected ranks.* Ridzuddin 
Muhammad Haiderab>di (No.80 in list A) is shown as holding 
the rank of 4000/gat only while his actual rank was 
4000/3000. : The rank of Abdur Rahman Bijapuri, Sharza 
Khan (No.91) is given 3,590/2,000 while it was reduced 


to 2,500/1,500.> The rank of Khwaja Barkhurdar, Ashraf 


1. Akhbarat, 49th R.Y. 23 January, 1705; .A., pv. 501; 
Mamuri, f. 206(a)-(b); K.K., II, (b), p.537, MU. 
III, pp. 646-50, : 


2. Akbbaérat, 7 Zilhaj, 49th R.Y, (22 Narch, 1705. 

3. Nos. 212, 250 and 444 in list A. Shiv Singh (No.280) 
in list B has been shown a mansabdar of 2000/1300. Put 
his rank was 1000/500 (2-3h). 


4. S.D.A., Opecit. p.20, as cited by M. Athar Ali in 


The Mughal Nobility, p.182. 


5. S.D.A., p.70, cf. Mughal Nobility, p.183. 


Khan (Barknurdar Khan) (No.152), with reference to 
Selected Documents of \urangzeb's Reign and Maasir-ul 
umara’ is given 2500/2000. But it vas 2000/2000." 
Interestingly enough, Inayat Khan (No.476) has been 
listed in the category of mangabdars of 1000 gat while 
holding the rank of 2000/2000 and the authorities 
referred to are the wiadgir-ul Umara’ and the English 
Factories. But in Maagir-ul Umara’he is mentioned a 


mansabdar of 1000/100, * and in the English Factories 


as Mutasaddi of Surat without the rank of 2000/2000° 


This suggests that the latter might have been some other 
person and not that mentioned in the Maasir-ul Usara’ 


whom I have taken into account. 


In list B “\bdur Razzaq Lari (No.99) holds the 
rank of 4000/3000°, which was given to him in 1689. 
Later he was promoted to the rank of 4000/4000 in 1692.° 
The l2st rank has been taken into account in my tables. 


The rank of Ikhlas kesh, Ikh13s Khan (No.?48) 2500/1000 


has been excluded because Madgir-ul umara’ itself mentions 











1. §.D.A. DP. 747 MU. I, pp. 206-207, also T.U., P.35. 
Cf. Mughal Nobility, p.188. 


ae. MU, VOL. 21, Pos GPsH16., 


3. William Foster (ed.) Snglish Factories in India, 13 Vols., 
Oxford, 1906-27, vol. XI 1661-64), pp.203, 205. 
(hereafter see E.F.I.). 


4. S.D.A., p,195. 
5. M.A., p.347. 
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that this rank was given to him by Bahadur Shah after 
his accession to the throne. } The rank of Shiv Singh 
(No.280) is given 2000/1300 with reference to the 
Selected Documents of Aurangzeb's Reign (p.171). But 
the actual rank mentioned there is 1000/500 (2-3h) 
which I have adopted. Lastly I have added two more 
persons, one in each list, namely Shaikh Abdul ‘Aziz 
Khan, an Indian Muslim in list A. He held the rank of 
1500/500.° In list B I have introduced Hasan Khan, son 
of Jamshed Khan Bijapuri. He was an Indian Muslim and 


held the rank of 1500 zat.” 


It may also be pointed out that there are some 
mansgabdars whose ranks are not known but who are 
mentioned as Umara-i ‘Ugam* or ‘high rank" holders in 
the lists of M. Athar Ali. There are as many as 14 
mansabdars - 2 in list A ( 1 Rajput and 1 Irani) > and 
12 in list B (2 Rajputs, 3 Iranis and 7 Marathas) © - 


who have been recorded as ‘high rank' holders in the 





ly MsU., ZI, pp. 350-52; CE. MLA p.380 where his rank 


in the 39th R.Y. is given 400/150, 


2. M.U., II, pp. 686-88. 

3. M.A., p.506; T.U., p.48. 

4, Saiyid Murad Ali, Mubarik Khan (No.212 in list B). 
5. Nos. 485 and 486. 


6. Nos. 564-575, 
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category of 1000 zat. They have been assigned that mansab 
while calculating the numerical composition of the 
mansabdars of different racial groups, though it is 
possible that mahy of them held still higher mangab. 

But while calculating the total ranks held the ‘high 
rank' mangabdars have not been taken into account because 


their specific sawar ranks are not known, 


Two separate sets of four tables, one set each 
for the periods 1658-78 and 1679-1707, have been 
prepared to analyse the position and power of different 
racial groups in general and that of Iranis in particular. 
In each set the first two tables (Nos, 14, 15 and 18, 
19) give the numbers of mansabdars of different racial 
groups and the numbers of Iranis from different regions. 
The other two tables in each set (Nos. 16, 17 and 20, 
21) give the total mansabs held by members of different 


racial groups and by Iranis from different regions. 


As regards the racial categorisation of mangabdars 
the same method of classification, which was adopted for 
the reign of Shahjahan, has been followed here. The 
'Other Muslims' include the Arabs, Abyssinians and those 
1. Tables 14, 16, 18 and 20 constitute set 1 belonging 


to the period 1658-78; and Table 15, 17, 19 and 21 
constitute set 2 belonging to the period 1679-1707. 


Deccani Muslims whose origin as Irani, Tarani, Afghan 
or Indian Muslim has not been ascertained. Those 
Hindus and Marathas who embraced Islam have also heen 
included in this group, + Likewise 'Other Hindus' 
include the Nayaks, Nayars and those Hindus who could 


not have been identified as Rajputs or Marathas.° 


Now coming to the analysis of the tables it 
appears that by the close of the first part of Aurangzeb's 
reign (1678) there were 349 mansabdars of 1000 gat and 
above of which 275 or 78.79% were Muslims and 74 or 
21,20, were Hindus. Among Muslims 87 or 24.92% were 
Iranis, 49 or 14.04% TGranis, 39 or 11.17% Afghans, 28 
or 8,02% Indian Muslims and 72 or 20.63% were ‘Other 


Muslims', It was the Iranis who constituted the largest 


1. Netoji, Muhammad Quli Khan (No.50, List A); Yaswant 
Rao or Baswant Rao Deccani, Kartalab Khan (No.53, 
List A and No.84, List B); Kundaji Deccani (No. 379, 
List A and_251, List B) were Marathas who embraced 
Islam. Debi Das, Ikhlas Kesh, Ikhla&s Kpan (No.248, 
List B) and Jafar Khan, Murshid Quli Khan, Kartalab 
Khan (No.283, List B) were originally Hindus who 
later on embraced Islam. They all are treated as 
‘Other Muslims'. 


Netoji, Muhammad Quli Khan, after serving for 
ten years under the Mughal Empire as a Muslim, fled 
to the Deccan where he re-adopted Hinduism (see 
JN. Sarkar's House of Shivaji, 3rd ed., Calcutta, 
L955, Pel ?s)s 


2. See List A - Nos. 17, 124, 135, 190, 218, 255, 264, 
482 and List B - Nos. 35, 50, 53,79, 89, 149, 173, 
303, 388, 540 and 563 in the Mughal Nobility, op.cit, 
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section among Muslims as well as in the entire nobility. 
Among Hindu mansabdars the Rajputs accounted for 49 out 
of 74 total Hindu mansabdars. They were equal in 
number to the Turanis. Thus both TUradnis and Rajputs 
formed the second largest groups in the nobility during 
this period. The Rajputs generally held lower ranks; 
thus they numbered 46 or 16.54%,and were in these ranks 
more numerous than the Turanis, The Iranis, on the 
other hand, were more dominant in the higher ranks, 

In the highest ranks their number was 42.85% as against 
31.57, among medium rank mansabdars and 22.66,0 among 


2 1 
low rank mansabdars,. 


By the end of .urangzeb's reign (1707) there were 
412 mansabdars of 1000 zat and above. Among them 261 
or 53.34% were Muslims and 151 or 36.65% were Hindus. 
Among the Muslims, if the ‘Other Muslims' are excluded, 
the Irdnis again appear to have constituted the most 
dominant group. They were 62 (i.e. 16.74%) as against 
Taranis 43(10.43%), Afghans 25 (6.06%) and Indian Muslims 


34 (8.25%). 


It is significant that there was a general 
decline in the composition of Muslim mangaodars vis-a- 


vis a corresponding rise in that of Hindu mangabdars 


1. See Table-14. 


as compared to the first part of Aurangzeb's reign, 

In all the three categories of rank holders the IrAnis 
are found to have sustained sharp decline. A small 
increase however is noticed in the composition of 
Indian Muslims and ‘Other Muslims’? It is curious 
that during the first phase there was no ‘Other 
Muslim' and Maratha mansabdar in the category of high 
rank holders, whereas by the close of the second phase 
(47U7) they numbered 15 each in this category and 


almost in equal numbers in other categories too.” 


In the second phase of Aurangzeb's reign tnere 
was a sharp increase in the number of Hindu mangabdars_, 
that is, from 21.2v,. at the end of 1678 to 36,.65.. 
by the close of 1707. Among the Hindus the Mar&thas 
constituted the largest group and oc7apied the most 
dominant position amongst their co-religionists. They 
superseded even the Rajputs who had hitherto been 
the powerful group among Hindus. The number of Marathas 
increased from 19 in the first phase to 91 in the 
second, that is, from 5.44% to 22.08%. While the 
Rajputs, being constant in number (49), declined from 
1. They now accounted for 8.25% and 21.84% respectively 
by the end of 1707 while at the close of 1678 they 
were respectively 8.02% and 20.63%. 

2. In the category of medium rank holders they numbered 
16 each, while in the, category of lower rank 


mansabdars ‘Other Muslims' were 59 and the Marathas 
60. See Tables-14 and 15, 
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14.04% to 11.89,.' The rise of Marathas in the nobility 
of Aurangzeb during the last phase of his reign was 
apparently due to their recruitment in the Mughal service 
at a largerscale. But their number is artificially 
inflated, in Athar Ali's list, as he himself points out, 
because of the continuous cycles of defections among 


Maratha nobles. 


Regarding the composition of various regional 
groups among the Iranis, those who are just designated 
the Khuradsaénis or Iraqis together with those whose 
native place is not known form the largest number among 
the Iranis, at the end of each phase of Aurangzeb 's 
reign. They were 19(21.83,) out of the total 87 lr&nian 
mansabdars, of 1000 gat and above, by the end of the 
first phase. while at the termination of the secmd 
phase out of 69 Iranian mansabdars of the same rank 
they numbered 22 (31.88%). This group of ‘un-identified 
Iranis', as designated in our tables, has not been taken 
into account while appraising the position of the 


regional groups of the Iranis. 


Now, an analysis of the regional groups shows 


that the Khawafis were the most dominant group through- 


—_ 








1, See Table-15., 


2. Mughal Nobility, 9.30. 


out the reign of Aurangzeb. At the close of the first 
phase, out of 187 Iranian mansabdars of 1000 gat and 
above, the Khawafis were 11 or 12.64%.! By the end of 
the second phase they were again 11 in number out of 

6%, or 15.94%. The Qandaharis appear to have been 

the second largest group during the reign of Aurangzeb 
and constituted over 1U% of the total Iranians in each 
phase.Those from Isfahan and Yazd numbered 8 i.e. 

9,19 each, By the end of the second phase their 
position declined, their number being 3 (or 4.34%) each. 
There was a corresponding rise in those of Sabzwar 

who numbering 6 accounted for 8.69. at this time, Among 
others who improved their position in the second phase 
mention may be made of the Harvis and Tehranis. Those 
who were either completely dropped out or experienced 

a decline in the second phase were the people from 
Ardistan, Erivan, Gilan, Hamadan, Isfah&n, Kash4n, Kirman, 
Mashhad, Mazandran and Yazd. While the representation 

of mangsabdars from Lar and Tun in the Iranian nobility 
of Aurangzeb appeared for the first time during the last 


phase of the reign.” 


Some Suggestions may be put forward regarding 


these changes in the strength of the various regional 


1. See Table-18, 


2. oee Table-1%, 
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groups. Almost all the influential groups were composed 
of khaénazad families. The share of these families in 
mansabs seems to have determined the power and position 
of their respective regional groups at a particular 
time. The larger the share of a family the stronger 
appears the group to which it belonged. Thus, fluctuations 
in the composition of different regional groups, ata 
given point of time, are directly related to the rise 
and fall in the numerical strength of individual 
families, rather than any conscious desire of the 
imperial court to favour a particular region at the 


expense of another. 


It is possible that owing to the fall of the 
Safavid empire, the pre-occupation of Aurangzeb in 
the Deccan and the large-scale recruitment of the 
Deccanis, the Mughal empire could no longer serve as 
Eldorado for Iranis and paranis, ? Even a fall in the 
numerical strength of various khbanazad_ Iranian 
families now occurred, through the influx of non- 
kbanazad elements from the Deccan. If the Khawafis 
still retained some strength, this, as Khafi Khan 
pointe” out, might have been "owing to Shaikh Mir's 


sacrificing his life in the service of the emperor", 


1. Mughal Nobility, p.17. 
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in recognition of which "the Emperor a (great) patron 
of khanazads - began to bestow great favour on all 


men of Khawat... 27 


The position of total mangabs (as against number 
of holders) ig another index of the status of different 
groups in the nobility. The statistics of ranks held 
by the mansabdars of 1000 gat and above, according to 
Athar Ali's list, amounted to 6,85,000/4, 39,850 at 
the close of 1678. Out of this Muslims held 5,54,500/ 
3,56,750 i.e. 80.94/81.10 per cent of the total, while 
the Hindu mangabdars held 1, 30,500/83,100 or 19,05/ 


18.89 per cent. 


Among the Muslim groups, the Iranis shared 
largest share of ranks, 28.54% and 29.56% of the total 
gat and sawar ranks. In all the three categories the 
Iranis were holding largest amount of ranks vis-a-vis 
other racial groups in the nobility, but the Irani 
share in the mansabs in the first category was as 
high as 44,87% of gat and 63.51% of sawar, Turanis 
appear to have been the second most powerful group 
during the first phase of Aurangz2b's reign as they 


accounted for 16.64% of the total zat and 15.51% of 


be KeKiy Ile De-7 2s 


2. see ante p00 and n. 


the total sawar rank at the end of 1678, It may he 
pointed out that the share of ‘Other Muslims' in the 
ranks was higher than that of the Tardadnis but the 
‘Other Muslims' can not be treated as a specific 
racial group, lUranis were followed by the Afghans 
who held 11.60% and 13.24% of the total gat and sawar 
ranks, The Rajputs came next to the Afghans (holding 
11.45% and 12.36% ranks) but they held 16.12% and 
19.67% of the mansabs in the third category where they 
exceeded the Tirdnis (12% of gat and 10.90% of sawdr); 
Afghans (9.45% of gat and 12.05% of sawar) and Indian 


Muslims (7.87% of zat and 5,84% of sawar).- 


In the second phase of Aurangzeb's reign the 
Hindu share in the mangabs appears to rise, and that 
of Muslims to correspondingly decline (falling to 64.89% 
of gat and 66.38% of sawar), but this is mainly because 
of the large number of Marathas of shifting loyalties 
in M. Athar Ali's list (for which see above). The 
Iranis who had hitherto been the highest rank holders 
in the Mughal nobility, now neld just 16.09% and 16.21% 
of the total gat and sawar ranks which was less than 
that of Marathas wh», according to the deceptive nature 
of our statistics, seemingly held 21,82% gat and 1°.84% 


sawar rank at this Line. 


1. See Table-i6é, 


2. See Table-17. 
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The Iranis, for the first time, lost their 
dominant position in the first category, falling toa 
mere 8.7.0 of gat and 11.5% of sawar. In the lower two 
categories, however, they still held primacy of ranks 
followed by Turanis and then, by the Indian Muslims, 
It is interesting that -fghans' larger share in the 
category of 5000 gat and above was again due to the 
influx of a large number of Afghans from the Deccan 


where they had served in the Bijapur Kingdom. + 


The position of Irdnis belonging to different 
regions can be seen in tables 20 and 21 which provide 
mansab statistics for various regional groups. It 
appears from these tables that Khawafis held the 
highest number of ranks among the Iranian groups through- 
out the reign of Aurangzeb. By the end of 1678 they 
possessed as much as 28,500 gat and 20,950 sawar which 
was 14.57% and 16.10% of the total 1,95,500 gat and 
1,30,050 sawar rank held by the Iranis. The Qandaharis 
appear to have been the second powerful group in the 
Iranian nobility holding 11.36% and 11.80% of the 
total gat and sawar ranks, They were followed by those 
from Yazd who accounted for 9.71% and 9.99%. Isfahanis 


(6.90% of gat and 5.38% of sawadr) came on the fourth 





1. Cf. Mughal Nobility, p.21. 
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place, while the Tehranis (6.39% of zat and 13.30% 


of sawar) occupied a fifth place,? 


During the second phase of Aurangzeb's reign 
again Khaw&fis held 27,500 gat (17.62%) and 19,400 
sawar (19%) out of a total rank of 1,56,000 gat and 
1,02,150 sawar, held by Iranis, similarly, the Qanda- 
haris maintained their strength being the second most 
dominant group. Their combinszd ranks amounted 20,5vU0/ 
17,200 i.e. 13.14% and 16.83% of the total held by 
Iranis, The people from Yazd and Isfahan, however, 
lost their respective previous status being replaced 
by those from 3abzwar and Herdt. The Sabzwaris held 
11.21% of Zat and 10.67% of sawar rank. Tie Harvis, who 
occupied the fourth place, possessed 8.33% and 8.81, of 
the total gat and sawar ranks, Tehranis are again 
found to have been holding the fifth position by 


sharing 6.73% of gat and 6.55% of sawar rank,* 


It is noticed here that although Khawafis were 
the largest and most powerful group throughout 
Aurangzeb's reign a comparison of their ranks with 
those of other Iranian groups, in different categories, 


reveals that they did not enjoy nighest position in 





1. See Table-20,. 


2. See Table-2i1,. 
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each category. There were other groups too, which 

held equal anc even higher number of ranks, For example, 
at the close of 1678, in all the three categories 

of mangabdars, the zat rank of Khawadfis was equal to that 
of Tehranis (category-a), Yazdis (category-b) and 
Qandaharis (category.c). At the same time the sawar 
rank of Khawafis was lower than that of the Tehranis, 
Yazdis and Qandahadris. at the end of second phase 
(1707), even the gat rank of the Khawadfis was lower 
than that of others. In category-a they held 5000/ 
4000 as against 6000/8000 held by andaharis and 
7000/7000 held by Harvis. In category-b the total rank 
of Khawafis amounted 10,000/7,100, whereas, the Qandat ris 
held 10,500/6,500, the Sabzwaris 11,000/6,200 and 
Tehranis 10,500/6,700. It was only in category-c 2of 
low ranks that the Khawafis possessed highest number 
of ranks amounting 12,50 zat and 8, 300 sawar of the 
total rank. It is, therefore to be inferred that the 
Khawafis did not enjoy a very strong position among 
high rank mansabdadrs. More: inspite of having won the 
confidence of Aurangzeb?, they could not have acquired 
the status enjoyed by the above mentioned khanazad 


families of very high aristocratic repute, 


1. cee ante p.jigAlso Cf. Mughal Nobility, p.19. 
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Now, at the end of the above survey the sawar-zat 
ratio of various groups would also be helpful in 
determining the personal status of each group. Between 
Iranis and Taranis, the latter enjoyed a consistently 
better position holding much higher gat ranks than was 
justified by their sawar ranks. The Iranis, on the 
other hand, were allowed little ‘excess’ status over 
their military contingent in the second phase by the 
lowering of their sawar-zat ratio from 66.52% in 1678 
to 65.48% in 1707. Interestingly enough, it was the 
Afghans whose_sawar proportion declined from 72.27% 
at the end of 1578 to 64.31% by the end of 1707, thus 
allowing them a larger status over their actual 


military contingent.2 





1. See Table-22, 
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CHAPTER - FIVE 


TRANIS AND THE MAJOR OFFICES 
IN THE MUGHAL EMPIRE. 


A. SHAHJAHAN 
B. AURANGZEB. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


IRANIANS AND THE MAJOR OFFICES IN THE MUGHAL 
EMPIRE 


(a) SHAHJAHAN 


A study of the major offices including central 
ministers may help us understanding the extent of influence 
exercised by the Iranis in the administration under Shahjahan. 
Separate lists have been appended to this chapter wnich give 
a yearwise break-down of the major central offices according 
to the recieal group of the ene These offices are ~- 
Vakil, Wazir or Diwan~i Kul, Mir Bakpshi, Mir Samin, Sadr-us 

udir, Mir Atish, DArogh»-i ‘opyb3na, Mir Tuguk, Diwan-i_ 
Buyutat, 'Arg-i Mukarrar, Second Bakyshi, Baknshi of Ahdis, 
Akhtabegi, Qardwalbegi, QUrbegi and Qaushbegi. Our information 
is meagre for certain offices as they are casually mentioned 
but for others we have complete entries till the end of 
Shahjahan's reign though, sometimes gaps do occur there as 


well. 


ee te A ne ae Sy at 


1. These lists have been prepared from M. Athar Ali's 
Apparatus op.cit., pp. 95-345. The numbers after each 
entry for reference are the serial numbers given in the 
Apparatus. 


Shaljanan's premier Irani noble, Asaf Khan, was the 
only vail, and last in the chain of successors to this 
oftice, under Shahjahan as no one was appointed to this 
office oftor Asaf knan's death in 1Gu0-ut, After his 
accession to the throne Shahjahan appointed Asaf Kian to this 
higuwest post (next to the paperee? and having awarded the 
mangab of 9000/9000 (2-3h), hitherto unknown, made him the 
Wie COR Oa Moses Ne: Bia ree Sie Boy Of -eonrou, aie ole 


whan end none achieved cuch a hign rank end 


ay 
— 


oriviles Hof Agat 
position throughout Lie Mughal period. 
WAZIE Cl Di.aAl-To i Ub: 


i: ‘ppears from th. cable that out of nine 


iwans or 


L 


Wacir. . © . vo hav. een appointed *s rany es six were Iranis. 
Of the reuwaining three, two were Indian Muslims and one was a 
Hindu. Awony the Indian Muslims Hakim Alimuddin Wazir hnan 
held ofiice very briefly as he was appointed Wazir after 
Shahjauanats accession in 1627-28 and the same year was replaced 


by the irdni noble, mir Mujammad Bagar Iradat Khan (Azam Khan). 





1. ibn dasan, Ihe Jentral Structure of the Mughal Empire 
New Delhi (Reprint) 1970, p. PRY a chat 


2. Lahori, I (a), pp. 180, 193; Salih, I, p. 28h. 


4. Ibis, p. 159. 
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‘allami Sa'adullah Knan held the office for about ten years 
from 1645-46 to 1665-56. Among Iranians ‘Mami Afzal Khan 
Shirazi retained this office for the maximum period of about 
eleven years from 1628-29 till his death in 1638-39. Islam 
Khan Mashhadi another Irani, then held the office of wizarat 
for the next seven years (till 1645-46), to be succeeded by 
Sa'tadullah Kan, In 1655-56 Rai Raghunath was appointed 
Deputy ere after Satadullah Khan's death and held the 
charge of the office fleetingly, since Mir Jumla, Muaggam Khan, 
the celebrated Irani adventurer und statesman was now made 
piwin-i wu: 

Interestingly enough all the wazirs, Diwans held the 
mansab of 5000 gat at the time of their appointment with the 
exception of Rai Raghunath (holding 1000 gat), who acted 
temporarily in this office. This suggests that the office was 


so elevated that only a noble with a minimum rank of 5000 zat 


was perliaps eligible for the post of wazir or Diwan-i Kul. 





TT ee cS, 


1. Lahori, II,_pp. 430, 431, 433. Lahori (Vol, II, 430) also 
gives one Mir Ashraf the son of Muhammad Aslam holding the 
office of Diwan-i Kul in succession to Islam Khan Mashhadi. 
But it appears that he did not perhaps join the office 
and ultimately Sa'tadullah Khan was appointed Wazir-i Kul 
(Ibid., 433). M. Athar Ali has also not included Mir Ashraf 
in the list of Central Ministers. Cf. Apparatus, p. xxx. 


2. Salih, III, pp. 218, 220; E.F.1., Vol. X, pp. 66,67. 


3. Toid. 5 tIt, 231 3 Me Ue 9 Ili, Ppe 530-55. 
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MIR BAL,S.i: 


Tne office of Mir Bakoshi appears to have renained 
the monopoly of Iranis. All the thirteen Mir Bakhshic Ge, 


Slaljanan were Iranis, and of these seven belonged to 


Tttindd-vd Davla's family. Une laticr a: Iradat Lian Azen 


- =. 


Khan, 271i | LR, Avushan Zawir Salabat Ji7n, ‘ALeul HAdI 


rholilullah Kian and Bahmanyar 


— 


Asalat Khan, Jatafar Phan, 
I'ti md hnan. Sadiq Khan and Salabat Khan held this office 
for about eight yeurs and six years respectively. I'tigad 
Khan also held it continuously for about seven years except 
for a short while when he was on leave owing to ateee 

Thus I'timad-ud Davula'ts house controlled the office for 25 
out of 32 years of Snahjahan's reign. As regards the mansaos 
it appears that the minimum rank was lower than required for 
the office of Wazir, but still quite high. Only nobles, 


ranging from 3000 to 5000 zat, are found to have teen 


appointed Mir Baknshi. 


MIR-1 SALAN: 


The office of Mir Saman was also held, most of the 
time, by Iranis as out of six of them only one, Satadullah 


Khan, was an Indian Muslim. He held the office of Mir Saman 





Te. Waris; “ps 2055 Salih, Tit, pe 153. 
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for three years and for the remaining period of about 
twenty-nine years Iranis are found to have been appointed. 
It seems that generally nobles holding a mangab of 2000 to 
3000 gat were appointed. Mulla 'Alaul Mulk Timi Fazil Khan 
who held the rank of 1500/200 at the time of his See es 
in 1646 was promoted to the rank of 2000/500 in 1049. He 
remained in this office till the end of Shahjahan's reign 
obtaining promotion to the rank of so0C O00. Shukrullah 
Afzal Khan Shirazi is the only exception of a Mir Saman 
under Shahajahan who held the rank of 4000/2000 in ae 
But his was the shortest term in the office as the next 
year ee he was made Wazir being promoted to the rank of 


5000/2500. 


SADR-US_SUDUR: 


Of the three Sadrs of Shahjahan the most important 
and the only Iranian was Musavi Khan, the remaining two being 
Indian Muslims, Saiyid Jalal Bukhari and Saiyid Hidaéyat Ullah 
Qadri. Musavi Khan held the office for fifteen yerrs, that 
is, nearly equal to the total tenure of his two Indian 


~- _ = 7 
successors. Musavi Khan's rank in 1627 was 3000/750 which was 


1. Lahori, II, pp. 491-2; Waris, p. 58. 
. Salih, III, pp. 271, 456. 


Lanori, I(a), pp. 7+, 1773 Salih, I, p. 274. 
Ibid., pp. 229, 257; Salih, I, p. 331. 


Sr es) ho 
e 


x: . TPIGs. “pp e181; 200: 


1 —_ 
raised to 4000/750 in 1631. Saiyid Jalal Bukudri (previous 


rank 4000/700), however, eae es greater promotions and was 
made a mangabdar of 6000/2000 within a short period of five 
years (1642-1646). Saiyid Hiddyatullah Qadri however had a 
much inferior rank, it being only 1 ,500/208 in 1646 and 
sPeni500 in 1656. 


MIR-I A ISH AND DAROGHA-I TOPKHANA: 


Seemingly interchangeable the two terms Mir-i Atish 
and Darogha-i Topkhana occur in our sources. The two designa- 
tions have mostly been considered by modern scholurs as synony- 
meee, Ishtiaque Husain Qureshi however, gives a somewhat 
different explanation saying that the artillery was under 
1. Lahori(a), 408; I(p), p. 297. 
2. Ibid., II, pp- 316, 351, 422, 479, 511, 627. 
3. Waris, p. 7. 
4. Salih, III, p. 457; Apparatus, No. S6762. 
5. Jadunath Sarkar puts the gunners (or artillery men proper) 


and musketeers (bandUq~ chi) under one branch-Fire-arms men, 
and says_that "Both these sections were under one head called 


the Mir Atish or Darogha-i topkhdna and drew their munitions 
from one department”. (Mughal Administration, 5th edition, 
Calcutta 1963, p. 20+). See also Irvine (The Army of the 
Indian Moghuls, New Delhi, 1962, p. 154) Tor a similar view. 
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the Kir-i atish and in addition there were several other 


offic rs atlached to the artillery of whom tnef¥c was a 


1 


ddrogha wild assisted the mir-l atish in his executive duties. 


This view scems justified, for when we try to list ofvicers 


with tnese designations under Shahjahan, it becomes clear 


that tney held two separate offices, with the mir atish 


generally enjoying higher ranks. 





1. 


2. 


The Adininistretion of the Mughal Empire, Reprint,Patna, 


T979, pe 1 . 


There cre, however, some difficulties arising out of 
stateuents in our texts. For_example, after the deuth 
of khidmat Parast Khan (Mir Atish) Intima3m Lhan was 
appointed Darogha-i topkhana in T629. In 1632 he was 
appointed Mir Atish. The latter again was succeeded 
in 1639 by Zulfigdér khan as Darogha-i topkhana. 


In 1642, in succession to Ghaganfar the son of Ilalvardi 
Khan, Murshid Quli was appointed Dorogha-i topkhéna but 
the next year (1643), he is mentioned as Mir Ketch. 
Similarly, Munammad Qasim, son of Ilashim Khan, held the 
office of Mir Atish and Kotwalship of the royal camp 
(Mir Atishi wa Kotwalbi Urdt-i Mutalld) in 1645; wnen 
in T6+6 he was sent to balkh Muzaffar Husain was appointed 
in iis place, as Darogpa-i topkhpana and Kotwal of the 
royal camp. The two offices are however, found to have 
been occupied simultaneously by two different persons at 
the same time. _In 1649 Muhammad Qasim Qasim Khan held 
the office of Mir Atish while Abdul Baqi, son of Mir 
Muhaunad Isfahani held the post of Darogha-i topkhana. 


2. 


36 


De 


Mir-i Atish 


Raza Bahadur, Khidmat 
Parast Khan(x) 2500/1500 


Khalilullah Khan(1) 
2000/1000 


Murshid Quli Knan(I) 


Muhammad Qasim 
Mutamad Khan 
Qasim Khan(1}4000/4000 


Ja'far, Bargqandaz Khan(I1) 
1500/600 
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Darogba-i Topkhana 


Ihtimam Khan(Ind.©M. ) 
1000/250 


Zulfiqar Khan (1) 


Ghazanfar (I) 80v/+00 


Murshid Quli Khan (1) 


Mugaffar Husain (1)1000/400 


Muhammad Murad Yaldoz(T) 
‘Abdul Baqi (I) 900/600 


Khwaja Rahmatullah, 
Sarbuland Khan (T) 


Therefore,it appears that Mir Atish and Darogha-i- 


Topkhana were two different officers or the latter sometimes 


acted on behalf of the former (being his assistant) whenever 


he was away on a military expedition. As many as five Mir- 


Atish are known to have been appointed during Shahjahan's 


reign. Among them the racial group of one is not known; all 


the other four were Iranis. 


Similarly, among the Daroghas of 


top khana, eight in all, as many as five were Iranis, two were 


Turanis and one Indian Muslim. 


The Iranis thus held both 


these offices in the artillery for the longest period during 


Shahjahan's reign. 


MIR TUZUK: 


1 
Mir Tuzuk (or master of ceremonies), occurs in the 


chronicles as an important central officer. His main func- 
tion was to maintain order at the court and to control the 
crowd of visitors at the time when the emperor gave public 
audiences or when he was on march. Surprisingly enough, 
modern authorities on Mughal administration have largely 
neglected this important office. In his 17th R.Y. (1643) 
Shahjahan, having found one Mir Tuzuk unable to perform his 
duties effectively, expanded the office by adding three more 
Mir on The mangabs of the Mir Tuzuks varied from 1000 
gat and 2000 gat, though before Lees two held ranks below 
1000 aa and one above 2000 zat. Till 1643, when only one 
Mir Tuzuk was appointed at one time, seven persons are known 
to have been appointed as Mir Tuzuks under Shahjanan. Of 
these five were Iranis, one was a Turani and one remains 
unidentified. Thus in the first phase, when one Mir Tuzuk 
was appointed, the office remained for the maximum period in 
the hands of Iranis. 


—-, 


1. H. Beveridge in M.U. translates it as Master of 
Ceremonies, court chamberlain and Provost Marshal. 


2°. Tahert, 1145p. 350. 
3. They are Mir khan, 900/200 and Khalil Beg, 500/*0. 


4. He is Raga Bahadur Khidmat Parast Khan, 2500/1500, 
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During the second phase (after 1643), owing tc the 
multiolicity of persons holding the office, the fifteen 
years saw as many as twenty-one persons as Mir Tuzuks. 

Out of these eleven were Iranis, and five Turanis. Of the 
rest, two were Indian Muslims, one Afghan, two remain un- 


identified. 


It is significant that throughout the second phase 
though the Iranis predominantly occupied the office of 
Mir Tuzuk, there is not a single year in which a Turani is 
not found as Mir Tuzuk. This constant representation of 
Toranis in the Tuzuk department was an important feature 


of Shanjahan's reign. 


DIWAN-I BUYUTAT: 


The list of incumbents of this office is practi- 
cally complete till the 30th year; and it is likely that 
Muhammad Salih Kirmani who held the office in the 30th year 
coutinued till the end of the reign. The list shows that 
in the period of three decades, there were nine Diwan-i - 
Buyutat of whom six were Iranis, two Hindus and one Indian 
Muslim. Among the Iranis Makarmat Khan, Mulla Murshid 
Shirazi held the office for about eight years (from 1627 
to 1635) with a short break when Qazi Muhammad Sa'id 


Karharidi was Diwan-i Buyutat. Rai Mukand Das held this 
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office for the longest period of about thirteen years 
(from 1642 to 1654), he was succeeded by Muhammad Sdlih 
Khawafi, who was soon succeeded by Mir Ja'afar Astarabadi. 


The latter was replaced by Muhammad Salih Kirmani in 1656. 


It is interesting that Rai Mukand Das, who held 
the office of Buyutat for the maximum number of years, 
held the lowest rank (500/100) as against those of his 
predecessors in this office. The ranks of his three 
succcssors are, however, not known. Here again, the 
tendency to assign a higher mangab to Irani officers, 


compared to Indians, is manifest. 


'ARZ-I MUKARRAR: 


The list of officers of ‘Arz-i Mukarrar is not 
complete as the appointments in this office are known for 
seventeen years only. In all ten persons are known to have 
neld this office. Of these as many gas eight were Iranis 
and the rests were Indian Muslims. Mangabdars between 
1000 gat and 4000 zat are found to have been appointed to 


this office. 


SECOND BAKHSHI: 
As many as twelve persons are known to have been 
appointed Second Baxbshi during the reign of Shahjahan. 


Among them only one was a Turani, while the remaining 


12 


eleven were Lranis. lore: FPugbreidin Ani Torbay ai 
tic cnuly TOrdni, vclu tis o'fice for about one year only, 
SO i.‘1t the Iranis really heid a monopoly of appointments 
to it. The ranks of tne incumbents ranged from 2000 to 
OOO gut. It was, therefure, un office of some status, 


Bape 1 OF AYDIS: 


This was a»parently an inferior office as lower 
grade mungabdars are known to nave been apoointed to it. 
Tovir ranks varied from [00 to 1500 gat. With the excep- 
tion of a few versons, the anpointees were generally 
allowe to retain tnis office for a period of one or two 
ye .rs iat the most. Sometines within a year, two or three 
Dp To cwuLs are known to have been appojnted one afte: tue 
ot:cr. In 1634 Mir Abdul Hadad Asdlat LLAn was appoi:ted 
Baul of Andis in svecession to ‘abdur Ralman, son of 


4 
Sadi.w .nan,g soon to be repluced by Mir hhan., Some tines 
wore Gin one persons apoear ina yeur nolding this post. 
Tui. becomes very confusing as the chronicles do not clarify 
Woiet. ry one is being apoointed in sucecssion to the ot cr 
oO: \iUvo yersons were holding the same office at a time. 


1. Lascnt, I(b), pe Ove 
Oe Tbiu. 9 pe. 1 01 e 


Vit 


1 
For Ls LAMICC y Uh 196 two GEet Tauir Aga t peegsase and no: 
5 


ey 
[an 


7 
lasun are both nentloned ac noldin this post. In 14¢6 
nev.) oasan again uone irs with Sh » in Mok. tar bot aud 
in 14-7 witn bultsfat Luta and "Ac tra; an 1648 Lurul yusan 
GL oss eld tities posts. Ttaay DO acute that pror toly 
Laut agan was 4 ,oiuted as Mir bubys..i of Andis usd wis 
Ovid tree persu. wor? « .otnted as Second Larisa of 
6 Lad 
» Anotner souree of ecufvsion is the ap .0intin it oO: 


ga os 


S> 





“NO 


-_ 


pot ipihim Husain turtafat apan in 1669-43. For in 16:1- 
bag: oe Banadur orm of Gal, 2d Salabat: hvan. vele: aie coy 
ot: rks nd of Andis, und it was he wro was re,lac d Ly 
Isu' it veg (probatly the son of “Li Marddn eee Aarau 


2 9 
Ui 1‘ in sacha 


Ae Sits Td pa Ss 


2. Jtrtloy pe 464. M. Athar Ali however, does not record 
tl2e.e two officers under this year. See Apparatus, 
Op 20. be 


3. LZaori, II, pe 5563 Salih, II, p. 498. 


4. Ibid., 634, 7523 Waris, p. 63; Salih, II, 517,518. 


5. Salih, III, p. 66. Both Lahori and Warig do not mention 
tois appointment. 


6. We find some dersons being appointed as 2nd Bakhshi of 
Andis. For example in 1652 Muhammad Amin Bakhshj of 
Shigird Pesha was also entrusted with the office of 2nd 
Baluchi of Ahdis (Waris ,189}in 1653 Muhammad Ibrahim son 

f Tahir Isfahani was appointed 2nd Bakhshi of ahdis 
Gitzis: 215)3 4n 1654 Qazi ‘Arif Oe taieaa appointed 
end Bakhshi of Ahdis (Salih, III, p. 192)and in 1655 he 
was replaced by Muhammad Ja! tafar son of Mugqim Knee His, 
De 312% Salih, III, p. 213). 


Ve WELIS, De 249s MN. Vey. L115. Ds 61 1% 
8. Apparatus No. S 5440. 


Os Salah, lily ps 271 


Any way out of the sixteen Bakhshis of abdis, 
known to have been appointed during Shahjahan's reign, 
seven were Iranis, two raranis, two Indian Muslims and 
one Hindu. Of the rest the racial identity can not be 
established. Their ranks ranged from 500 to 1500 gat. But 
the rank of Qazi Arif Kashmiri, who was second Bakhshi 
of Ahdis, was as high as 4000/2000 in 1655. It may also 
be pointed out that the Iranis, though in greater number, 
could not hold the office for long periods. Their average 
tenure was less than two years. Among those who held the 
office for a long period were Ibrahim Husain Marahmat Kuan 
(possibly Irani) who held it for about four years (1627-30), 
Khalil Beg, a Turani, remained in this office more than 
three years, and Saiyid Bahadur, an Indian Muslim, enjoyed 
the longest tenure, in spite of a possible short interrup- 


tion when Mir Ibrahim Husain Multafat Khan held the office. 


The fact that the tenures of Iranis were relatively 
short may, however, be due to the simple reason that promo- 
tions came faster to them. Thus Abdur Rahman was made 
‘Arz-i Mukarrar in oe Mir ‘Abdul Haat Asalat Khan, who 


ee a rr ee ee 


1. M. Athar Ali counts three as he has identified Muzaffar 
Husain (S 4663) a Tuiradni. While he was Muzaffar Husain 
Fedai Khan Azam Khan Koka; a brother of Khan-i Jahan 
Ba).3dur_ Zafar Jang Kokaltash the son of Mir Abt Ma'ali 
Khawafi. 


2. Waris, p.272; Cf. Apparatus No. S 6331, p. 291. 
3. Laori, I(a) 234 where his appointment as ‘Arz-i Mukarrar 


is mentioned as having ceased which suggests that he was 
appointed sometime earlier. 


succeeded Abdur Rahman as Bakbshi of Andis in 1634, was 
soon appointed subedar of Delhi in succession to Baqir 

Khan ilajm sant. Mir Khan was later on assigned additional 
office of Mir <a Shamsuddin Mukhtar Khan was appointed 
Bakbsui of the Deccan in ioe and Muzaffar Husain (Fedai 


Khan Koka) was made Bakhshi of Kabul in 1650. 


AKHTABEGL: 
The author of Ma'dgir-ul Umara points out that this 
was so important an office that none but very trusted persons 
5 6 = 
were appointed to it. Out of fourteen Akhtabegis of Shahjahan's 
reign eleven were Iranis; this shows then that Iranis 


especially enjoyed Imperial trust. The ranks of the 


incumbents ranged from 1000 to 3000 zat. 


QARAWAL BEGI: 


The post of Qarawalbegi (Chief huntsman) is singular 
in that only Iranis were appointed to this post throughout 
the reign of Shahjahan. It is also interesting that all the 


Qsrawalbegis are Knanazads belonging to highly reputed 


Te Bahosd. Fb) 4875 2eu, 

2, Ibid., 1053 Qazwini, f. 350(a),also Apparatus No.S 1142, 
De 1325 

3. Waris, p. 31; Apparatus, No. S.4346, p. 229. 

4. Salih, III, p. 1343 Apparatus, No. § 5462, 9. 262. 

cc 

7 








“Melts Tb) pe 592: 
6. This list is not complete. 


families of the empire. The post remained in the family 
of Ilahvardi Khan for a very long period. Ilahvardi Khan 
held the office during the first ten years of Snahjanan's 
reien w ile his son Ja'afar held it for the last ten 
er: With the exception of Mir Salih (rank 500/80) the 


ranks of the appointess were generally between 1000 to 


3000 zat. 


QUIBGI (Keeper of Arsenal): 


Apparently another important Central office to 
wnich mostly the Iranis are found to have been appointed. 
From the 5th oe (1631) till the end of Shahjahan's reign 
as many as eight QUrbegis were appointed. Among them 
Sardar hhan was the lone Torani. It is interesting that 
amon the Iranis, except for Mirza Lahrasp Khan, the rest 
were related to or belonged to the house of I'timadud Daula. 


Treir ranks again ranged from 1000 to 3000 zat. 


1. See the list of Qarawalbegis. 


2. For the first four years appointments are not known. 


GAUS) »GI (Chief Falconer): 


Although possibly a largely titular office, those 
avpointed to iL usually held gat ranks ranging from 1500 
to 4000. Appointments for the first six years are not 
known; for the remaining period of 25 years a total of 
eight Qaushbegis are known, of whom five were Iranis ana 
vwuree Luranis. All the Iranis belonged to established 
Iranian families and were reluted to the house of 


I'timad-ud Daula. However, Qubad knan a Turani held tue 


— 


lougest tenure, of as many as twelve continuous yerrs. 


1. See the list of Qaushbegis. 
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(b) AURANGZEB: 


We find a continuance of the predominance of the 
Irdanis in most of the offices under Aurangzeb. This can be 
seen from the lists of major offices appended to this 
Chapter where a yearwise break down of the major Central 
offices, according to the racial group of the incumbents, 
has been given. Like the reign of Shahjahan, here too, the 
lists of certain offices are incomplete. Our information 
has been derived from the historical works as well as the 
Akhbarat. Our lists are more extensive than those of Sir 
Jadunath rs The two ecclesiastical offices of Qazi-ul - 
Quzzat (the Chief Justice) and Muhtasib (the Censor of 
morals), given by Sarkar, have, however, been excluded from 


our lists as they appear to have been the exclusive monovoly 


of the non-Iranian incumbents. 


WAZIR_ OR DIWAN-I-KUL: 


The office of the Wazir or Diwan-i Kul, throughout 
Aurangzeb's reign, appears to have been the sole monopoly 
2 


of the Iranis. Out of seven persons, known to have held 


1. History of Aurangzeb, Vol. III (Reprint), Crient Longman 
Ltd., tombay; 1972, pp. 40-46. 


2. Cf. Sarkar, op.cit., pp. 40-44, where he gives only four 
person and does not mention Murshid Quli Khan and Multafat 
Khan in 1658 before the coming of Ja'far Khan; and 
Bahrauand Khan who had acted as deputy Wazir in the absence 
of Asad Khan from 1691-92 to 1693-94, 
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this post there were as many as six Iranis. The only non- 
Irani, Raja Raghtnath had worked in the office of Wazarat 
since Shahjahan's time acting as deputy (naib) or assistant 
(peshdast) of the Chief Diwan. Under Aurangzeb he was 
first assistant (peshdast-i Diwan) of Ja'far Kban the wazir 
in pie. When the latter was appointed as subedar of Walwe 
he was nade deputy wazir. He was succeeded by Fazil Khan 


Tani in 1662-63; but the latter died just after 16 days and 


finally Ja'tfar Khan, being recalied from Malwa, was re- 
appointed Wazir, Ja'far Khan remained in this office till 
his death in 1670 and then for the next six years (1670-1676) 
there was apparently no wazir Asad Khan being designated 
deputy diwan. Asad Khan, however, resigned in 1673 and was 


reappointed as the wazir in 1676. During this period two more 


a 


and Ja'far Beg, Kifayat Khan the diwan-i tan jointly made 
deputy diwans. Asad Khan is found to have held the office 
of Wazir for the largest period of about 30 years from 1676 
till 1707 except for a short interval in 1692 to 1693 when 
during his absence cn the Jinji campaign Bahramand Khan (his 


son-in-lew) acted as his deputy diwan. 


1. Sarkar, Op.cit., p. 41. 
Oe Kazin, Op.cit. 5 DDPe 125-26. 
3e MeAo PDPe 125-26. 


It is significant that, except for a few years when 
Raja Raghiinadth, and ‘Aldul Mulk Fazil Khan held the office, 
or there was no wazir at all, Wazirship remained for the 
maximum period of Aurangzeb's reign in the hands of the 
single family of Sadiq Kee the Mir Bakbshi or more 


precisely in the house of I'timad-ud Daula. 


MIR BAKISHI: 


There were three Bakhshis under Aurangzeb with a 
fourth for the Ahdis (mir bakhshi of ahdis). The first or 
chief bakpshi was known as Bakbshi-i Awwal or Mir Bakhshi 
while the other two were desirenated as ae second (bakhshi- 

i duwum) and the third (bakhshi-i siwum) bakhshis. Curiously 
enough the term bakhshi-ul Mulk, as occurs frequently in 

the contemporary documents, appears to have been used indis - 
criminately for the first, second and third bakhshis. In 
such cases the specific offices of the incumbents have been 
ascertained from their distinct respective designations 


found elsewhere. 


1. Sadiq Khan was a nephew and the son-in-law of I'timad- 
ud Daula. 


2. It may be pointed out that there was no 3rd bakhshi 
under Shahjahan as suggested by Ibn Hasan, Op.cit., 
pe 230; and no. 4th bakhshi under Aurangzeb as given 
by ee Narain Sarkar (Mughal Polity, Delhi, 1984, 
Pe e 
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As many as eleven mir bakhshis are known to have 
been appointed during Aurangzeb's reign. Of these eight 
were Irdnis, and two Turani while one remains unidentified. 
It may be pointed out that the total tenure of all the 
three non-Iranian mir bakbshis was about five years while 
for the renmeinder of the period the post remained in the 
hands of Irdnis. Our tables show that Bahramand Khan held 
the office of mir bakhshi for a period of over ten years 
(July 1692 to November 1702). Muhammad Amin Khan, son of 
Mir Jumle, had the next longest tenure after Bahramand hhan, 
of about eight years (from Januury 1659 to December 1667). 
Among the others, Asad Khan (from Feb. 1671 to Oct. 1676), 
Ashraf Khan (from January 1681 to September 1686), Ruhullah 
Khan (from September 1685 to July 1692) and ZiWlfigar Khan 
Nusrat Jung (from Nov. 1702 to 1707) each continued as 
mir bakhshi for more than five years. The ranks of those 


who held the office ranged from 3000 to 600 zat. 


As recards the second and third bakhshis, our lists 
are incomplete especially that of the third bakbshi. It 
appears that out of the nine second bakbshis as many as 
seven were Iranis and the remaining two-Hinmat Khan Mir ‘Isa 
and Sarbuland Khan - were Tlradnis whose total tenure 
amounted to four years. Thus the post of the second bakhshi 


also was most of the time held by Iranis. Moreover, most 
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of these incumbents belonged to I'timad-ud-Daula's family 
or to families which were related to it through marriages. 
Such were Asad Khan, Rubuliah Khan I and his son Ruhullah 
Khan II (Kbanazad Khan) and Bahramand Khan. Of these Asad 
Khan, a grand son of Sadiq Khan (from mother's side) and 
Bahramand Khan another grandson of Sadiq Khan (from father's 
side) successively held the post of second bakbshi for a 
period of as many as seventeen years, of which Asad Khan's 
Single tenure was of twelve years. The second longest 
tenure was of Ruhullah Khan's family whose two members held 
this post for over two years. Mukhlis Khan, son of Saf 
Shikan Khan, had the nextlongest period after Asad Khan 


(over eight years). 


fhe list of third bakhshis is very in-complete and 
only five persons are listed. Among them only one- Himmat 
Khan Mir 'Isd was a Turani and the rest were Iranis. Thus, 
Iranis seem to dominate in this office too. It appears 
that, both the 2nd and 3rd bakhshis held equal ranks ranging 


—— TE 


between 2000 to 4000 zat. 


iS 


MIR ATISH OR DAROGYA-1 TOP KHANA 


Unlike the preceding reign, under Aurangzeb the 
offices of Mir Atish and Darogha-i top.kyana appears to be 
identical, occuring as inter-changeable eeu In all 
there were fourteen mir atish or daroghas of the top khana} 
of these thirteen were Iranis. The fourteenth, Saiyid 
Ghairat ('Izzat) Khan, remains unidentified; but he held 
the office for a very short period in ie: The office of 
mir Atish thus appears to have been the monopoly of the 
Iranis throughout Aurangzeb's reign. The period for which 
the office was held was normally 3 to 5 years. Azam Khan 
Koka, Fedai Khan held it for six years (1661-1667); and 
Shujd'at Khan Ra'adandaz Beg for seven years (1667-74); 
Qamaruddin Mukhtar khan for five years (1690-1695); but his 
cousin Tarbiyat Khan Muhammad Khalil, son of Darab Khan, 
held for the longest period of eleven years (1697-1707). 
Darab Khan's own tenure was three years (1676 to 1679). 

The office of mir atish thus remained in the family of 
Mukhtar Khan Sabzwari for the maximum period of ninteen years 
during Aurangzeb's reign. Officers appointed mir atish of 


Aurangzeb generally held mangabs from 2000 to 4000 zat. 


1. Cf. T.U.(Eng. trans) Op.cit., passim, invariably gives 
darogpa-i topkhana whereas Other authorities mention both 
Mir atish and d&rogha-i topkhana. 


2. MLA. P2491. 


MIR SALMAN OR KYANI SAMAN 


There were nine Khan Saman under Aurangzeb and all 
of them were Iranis. They were generally medium rank 
mansabdars holding between 2000 and 3000 gat. Mulla Alaul 
Mulk Tuni Fazil Khan, however, reached the rank of 5000 zat 
in this office. Interestingly enough Fazil Khan had continued 
in this office since Shahjahan's reign and served under 
Aurangzeb for about six years till his death in 1663. iis 
nephew F4zil Khan I'timad Khan served as Mir Saman for tne 
longest period of nine years, from 1688 to 1697. T.us the 
family of Fazil Khun Tini retained the post of Mir Saman for 
a maximum period of fifteen years. The tenures of RoiaulLlah 
Khan I (two years - 1676 to 1678) and his son Khanazad Khan 
Ruhullah Khan II (seven years - 1697 to 170) spanned nine 
years. Another Mir Saman whose tenure also extended for about 
nine years (1676-87) was Muhammad ‘Ali Khan the son of Hakim 
Daud Tagarrub Khan. Both Sultan Husain Iftihnar khan (from 
June 1663 to March 1670) and Ashraf Khan. Mir Muhammad 
Asnraf (from March 1670 to November 1676) also served for a 


period of about seven years each. 


MIR TUZUK: 


The list of Aurangzeb's Mir Tuzuks is very incomplete; 
some appointments are probably not mentioned at allj und 
there is possibility of confusion between the Mir Tuzuk and 


officers known as the first Mir Tuzuk and second Mir Tuzw:. 
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smimny as 32 Mir Tuzuks are known to us from the 
sourees of jaurangzeb's time. Of these 15 were Tranis and 
7 Turanis; of the renaining seven, the racial antecedants 
are not known. It may be inferred from the available data 
that Iranis furnisued most of the Mir Tuzuks tnroughout 
Aurangzeb's reign. Generally they held ranks of 1500 to 


2000 zat. 


Is 





SADR-US SUDUR: 


Like MUsavi Khan, the chief Sadr under Shaujaian, 
Mirak Snaikh of Herat was the only Iranian who was appointed 
to this high religious office by Aurangzeb, and his tenure 
was rather short being less than two years (from March 1660 
to November 1661). The office of Sadr under Aurangzeb 
appears to have been mostly held by the Turanis and the 
Indian Muslims, as out of the remaining seven chief §Sadrs 
four were Turanis and the rest Indian Muslims. It will be 
seen from our tables that for the period of about nine 
years (1689-97) no Sadr was appointed as no record is traced 
from the chronicles. The $adrs under Aurargzeb were medium 
rank mangabdars as they are found holding ranks from 2000 


zat to 4000 zat. 


Lit 


whe 


BAKUSHI OF AHDIS: 


AS muny as 17 baklstis of aydis have been recorded 
in our Lists; still there are pups of yeurs for whLicu 
appointments are not known. Out of the 17 baknshis, as 
wany as eleven were Iranis. Sometimes the vost of bakyshi 
of alidis was assigned together with other ofiices. For 
instance, in 1661 Mir Ibrahim Husain Multafat oan wus 
made bakbshi of alidis in addition to Mir Tuzuk; and in 1699 
Khuda Banda Khan, in addition : his post of bakhshi of 
ahdis, was made diwan-i buyitat. The baknyshis of endis 
were generally low-medium mangabdars holding generally 


rani:s of below 2000 zat. 


DIWAN-I BUYUTAT: 


The office of diwan-i puyttat seens to have been 
eqial in status to that of bakusni of ahdis as its holders 
too are found to be holding ranks below 2000 gat. 2h 
fourteen diwan-i buyUtat have been listed by us. Cf cinese, 
lranis are again found in majority, contributing as mony as 
1. Kogim, p. 593. 


20 Akbbarat, 43rd R.Y., 3 May, 19 October and 16 liovenber, 
T6993 MoA., pp. 382, 386. 


ia 


ten. The Ir3nis scem to have generally held the office 

for three years or more, With only a few exceptions. Hakim 
Ziduddin Rahmat Khan (1661-1665), Hakim Muhsin Khan son of 
Hakim Salin Shirazi (1684-1688), and Mir Husain Aminat knan 
Khawafi (1692-1696) held this office for about five years 
each while Mir Imad-ud Din Rahmat Khan, a son-in-law of 
Khalifa Sultan, held the office of diwan-i buyitat for the 


longest period (about twelve years, from 1666 to 1678). 


AKHTABGI (MASTER OF THE HORSE): 


Inspite of as many as sixteen persons holding this 
office have been listed here, a number of gaps exist in our 
list of appointments, since we have no information for some 
years. Ruhullah Khan was appointed thrice, and each of 
Mughal Khan and Abdur Rakim Khan twice. Out of the sixteen 
akntabegis, ten were Iranis, three Turanis and one Indian 
Muslim; the remaining two are unidentified. Though the 
post was reputed to involve work of a confidential nuture 
the incumbents appear to have been transferred rather 
rapidly from the posts, generally within two or three years 
after appointment. But some of the Irdnis did retain the 
office of akhtabegi for longer periods. Sultan Husain 
Iftiknar Khan and his brother Multafat Khan successively 


served as Akhtabegis for about. cight years. Their cousin 
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Ruhullah Khan's total tenure was about seven years. Darab 
khan, son of Mukhtar Khan Sabzwari, and his nephew Qamar- 
uddin Mukhtar Khan might have held the office for longer 
periods. On the other hand, no non-Iranian akhtabegi is 
found to have been retained for more than three years. It 
was, therefore, Iranis who enjoyed Aurangzeb's confidence 

in this office. They generally held ranks below 3000 gat. 

It may also be pointed out that the office of akhtabegi 
remained for the longest period in the family of Khalilullah 


Khan Yazdi, perhaps the most trusted amongst the Khanazads. 


QARAWAL BEGI (CHIEF HUNTSMAN): 


This list of Aurangzeb's Qarawalbegis is very short 
and only four holders of the office are known from his reign. 
All the four persons are Iranis and two of them belong to 
one family (that of Mukhtar Khan Sabzwari) -- namely Darab 
Khan and Qamaruddin Mukhtar Khan. Bothof them held this 
office for about five years each. Faizullah Knin, the first 
Qarawalbegi of Aurangzeb, held it for the longest period of 


about nine years. Muftakhar Khan, son of Fakhir Khan Najmsani, 








1. MeA., 108, Iradat khan in the text is apparently a 
misreading for Darab Khan as_no Irddat Khan is found to 
have been appointed akhtabepi under Aurangzebs M.U.,II, 
39-40 gives Darab Khan. 


2. hazim, p. 207 gives himin succession to Khwaja Ubaid- 
ullah; cf. M.U.,1I1, pp. 26-30 gives his appointment 
vice Nawazish Khan which is wrong. Faizullah Khan was 
appointed Qurbegi in succession to Nawazish Khan 
(Kazim, p. 129). 


18% 


is found to have succeeded Qamaruddin Khan in 1683, But 
how long he served in this office is not known. The 
Tagkirat-ul Umara, however mentions that he served unto 
th R.Y. (probably as Gentuaanest), The Qardwalbegis 
were medium rank mangabdars, holding from as low as 1000 


zat to a maximum of 4000 zat. 


QURELGI (KEEPER OF ARSENAL): 


Out of thirteen listed QUrbegis nine were Irtnis, 


three Turanis and one unidentified, It may be pointed out 
that out of 34 years, for which the appointments of Qurbegis 
are known, Iranis liad weld the office for about 18 years 
only. The total tenure of the three Tiranis was 14 years. 


Saf Shikan Khan (antecedants unidentified) had for two years. 
Thus the average tenure of a Turani was longer than that of 


an Irani. Ruhullah Khanazad Khan was the only Irani w..o 
retained the office of Qurbegi for the longest period (over 
Clgut years from 1692 to 1700). The mansabs of these 


officers ranged from 1500 to 3500 zat. 


be Te Uy De V71 6 
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QAUSHBEGI (CHIEF FALCONER): 


During the first thirty years of Aurangzeb's reign, 
in which the appointments of Qaushbegis are known, only 
five persons (3 Iranis and 2 Turanis) are known to have 
been appointed to this office. Curiously, the total tenvre 
of both Iranis and Tiradnis in this office is almost equal. 
They are medium rank officers holding the mansab from 2000 
to 4000 gat. The average tenure of a TUrani incumbent was 
much longer than that of an Iranian. Mughal Khan (Arab 
Shaikh), son of Tahir Shaikh of Balkh, a Turani, licld the 
office of Qaushbegi for the longest period, viz. thirteen 
years (1672-1685). Amongst the Iranis Hasan ‘Ali Kuan 
Bahadur's second longest tenure was about nine years 


(1 655-1 566) e 


'ARZ-I MUSARRAR (REVISOR OF PETITIONS): 


The office of tarsimukarrar, also known as Darogha- 
i ‘arz-i mukarrar (Superintendent of revision department) 
under Aurangzeb, seems to have been monopolized by Lutf- 
ullah Khan the son of Sa'tadullah Khan and Shaikh Abdul ‘Aziz 
Akbarabadi (both of them Indian Muslims), Lutfullah Knan 
appears to have been appointed four times; and Shaikb 
‘Abaul Aziz at least twice. Thus out of 32 years of Aurangzeb's 
reign in which appointments of 'ar%Z-i mukarrar are known, 


Lutfullah Khan and Shaikh Abdul Aziz consistently occupied, 


one after the other, the office for about sixteen years, 
with a short interruption when Abu Nasr Shaista Khan and 


Shahabuddin Khan held the appointments for about a year! 


After these Indian Muslims the next longest 
holders of this office were Turanis - namely Siyadat Khan 
Saiyid Ughlan and his son Siyadat Khan Shah Mir, whose 
combined tenure extended for over twelve years. Thus the 
office of the Darogha of ‘Arz-i Mukarrar was most of the 


time in the hands of non-Iranis. While Iranis held it 


only for about six years. 


DAROGHA-I GHUSAL KHANA: 


The Darogpa of Ghusal Khana was an important and 





confidential assignment where only trusted servants were 
sateen Here too, we see that it was Iranis who mostly 
held this office. Out of fifteen Daroghas nine were Iranis 
and these held the office for a period of about 28 years 
out of 34 years of Aurangzeb's reign for which appointuents 


are known to us. 


1. In the 13th R.Y.,he first appears to have been succecded 
by Shaikh Abdul Aziz which suggests that he might have 


been cpp eed earlier. Thus his tenure was probably 
longer than eleven years. 


2. Ibn Hasan, Op.cit., pp. 19+n, 278, 292, 293. 
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we, 


It is significant that no non-Iranian in tnic 

office is found to have held office for more than two years, 
with the exception of the last Darogha - Hamiduddin Khan 
Bahadur (Turani) whose total tenure is not known. Among 
the Iranis each one of Hoshdar Khan and Abdur Rahim Knan 
held it for five years; Aqil Khan and Bahramand Khan each 
for over six years; and I'tigad Khan,Zulfiqar Khan for over 
three years. The mansabs of the Daroghas of the Gpusal 
Khana generally ranged from 1500 to 2500 gat. The only 
exception was Hoshdar Khan who, being successively promoted, 
reached the rank of 4000 gat within a short span of four 


years. 


We have in our survey excluded the subedars of 
various provinces under Shahjahan and Aurangzeb because they 
have been tabulated and their evidence analysed by M. Athar 
ie According to his findings Iranis predominantly held 
the governorships during the period under review. He argues 
that out of 466 years in which appointments are known during 


Shahjahan's reign, Iranis held appointments for 210 years 


i.e. 45% 3 and out of 81 persons serving as governors Iranis 





1. "Provincial Governors under Shahjahan - An Analysis." 
Medieval India - A Miscellany, Vol. 3, Bombay, 1975, 
pp. 80-1123 and "Provincial Governors Under Aurangzeb: 
An Analysis", Medieval India - A Miscellany, Vol. I, 
Bombay, 1969, pp. 96-133. 


cry 
( 
‘ices: 


comprised 33 or 40.7%. Under Aurangzeb out of 833 total 
years during which 130 persons are known to have been 

appointed as provincial governors, as many as 63 or 46.3% 
were Iranis who held the appointments for 536 years, i.e. 
64% of the total duration. He concludes that the Iranis 


during the reign of Aurangseb were far more numerous among 


governors than they were under Shahjahan, 


Besides the above surveyed offices a number of 
others such as those of Mir Bahr, Qila'ddr, Daroghas of 
different establishments, Amins and Mushrifs of various 
departments need to be covered. But the above survey should 


be regarded as a fair enough sample. 


1. See Medieval India - A Miscellany, Vol. 3, p.&3 
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CHAPTER ~ SIX 


MAJOR IRANIAN FAMILIES 


I.  I!TIMAD-UD DAULA'S FAMILY 
II. ALI MARDAN KBAN'S FAMILY 
III. KBAWAFIS AND MAMDRIS ~~ 
IV. MIR JUMLA'S FAMILY. 

V. OfHERS: 


a. Mirzas of Qandahar 
b. Asad Khan's Family 
c. Family of Ruhullah Khan. 


CHAPTER SIX 


MAJOR IRANIAN FAMILIES 


I, I'TIMAD-UD DAULA'S FAMILY 

The political eminence of Itimad-ud Daula's family 
during the reign of Jahangir has been a question of great 
interest ever since the days of Jahangir himself.+ From 
time to time modern scholars have analysed the influence 
of Nir Jahan over the politics of Jahangir's reign. The 
political influence of this family was not confined to 
Jahangir's reign only and it persisted during the reign 
of his immediate successor Shahjahan and even during that 
of Aurangzeb. The genealogy of the family has already 
been traced by Irfan Habib. However, enlarged genealogical 
charts are being appended to this chapter with additional 
information about matrimonial connections in the subsequent 
generations. An attempt has been made here to study the 


extent of influence and power concentrated in the hands 





1. Mutamid Khan, Igbalnama-i Jahangiri, Calcutta, 1865, 
pp. 56-57. 


2. S.H. Hodivala, ‘The Coins bearing the name of Nur 
Jahan', J.A.S.B. Numismatic Supplement, vol. XLII 
1929, pp. 59-68; Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, 
Allahabad, 1962, pp. 171-180; S. Nurul Hasan, ‘The 
Theory of the Nur Jahan Junta', Proceedings of Indian 
History Congress, Trivandrum Session, 1958, pp. 324-335; 
Irfan Habib, 'The Family of Nur Jahan During Jahangir's 
Reign - A Political Study', Medieval India - A Misce- 
llany, vol. I, 1969, pp. 74-95, 


ao9 


of the members of the house of Itimad-ud Daula during the 
reigns of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb by analysing the 
appointments and mansgabs held by them. Information 
regarding mansabs, important central offices and gover~ 
norships of various provinces held by the members of this 


family has also been tabulated and appended to the chapter. 


The family of Ttimad-ud Daula generally maintained 
marriage relations with Iranian families.+ Princes of 
the royal blood of course, formed an exception. The 
families with which matrimonial relations were entered 
into included the families of Mir Miran Yazdi, Saiyid 
Muhammad Mukhtar Khan Sabzwari, and Zulfiqar Khan Qaramanlu. 
Mir Miran came to India in 1606 with his father Mir Khalil- 
ullah. Mir Khalilullah was a descendant of Saiyid Nooruddin 
Shah Nifamatullah Wali, a descendant of Imam Musa Kazim.“ 
Mir Khalilullah had married a grand daughter of Shah 
Tahmasp Safavi (daughter of his son Shah Ismail ng Ng 
After his arrival in India Mir Miran married Saliha Bano 
Begum, daughter of Asaf Khan.* Mir Miran's son, Khalil- 


ullah Khan (from his Iranian wife and not from the daughter 


1. See Afzal Husain, "Marriages Among Mughal Nobles as 
an Index of Status and Aristocratic Integration", in 
PIHC, 1972, pp. 304-12. 

2. M.U. III, pp. 335-36; also see chapter 6 section (v). 

3, A.A.A., I, p.2283 Tuzuk, p.62. 


4. M.U. III, pp. 341-42. 


of Asaf Khan) was married to Hamida Bano Begum’, a 
daughter of Mirza Safi Saif Khan who was a descendant 

of Aga Mulla Pawatdar” Khalilullah Khan's son Rohullah 
Khan I was married to a daughter of Shaista khan. > Thus 

a series of male members of the family of Mir Miran 
married into the family of Ttimad-ua Daula. Saiyid Mukhtar 
Khan Sabzwari also belonged to a respectable family of 
Persia. His ancestors had long been the custodians of 

the Mashhad shrine.“ Amir Shamsuddin III, one of the great 
leaders of this family, was the recepient of imperial 
favours during the reign of Shah Tahmasp Safavi who granted 
him the title of Sultan, gave him a drum and a flag, and 
bestowed on him the whole of the territory of Sabazwar.” 
On his arrival in India Saiyid Muhammad Khan Sabazwari 
Married Nauras Bano Begum the daughter of Muhammad Sharif, 
a son of Itimad-ud paula.° In later generations another 
member of this family is known to have married into the 


family of Itimad-ud Daula. He was Muhammad Tagqi the son 





1. MoU, Tb); p. 775. 

2. He was the great grandson of Aqa Mulla, See Irfan Habih's 
article, op.cit. 

3% Kazim, pe 4773 M.U., Il, pe 309. 

4, M.U., III, p. 409, 

5. M.U., III, 409-4137 Cf. A.A.A., I, pe152. 

6 


e T.M., p.21, 


pace 
of Daud Khan, a son of Saiyid Muhammad Mukhtar Khan 
Sabazwari. Muhammad Taqi married a daughter of ‘Azizuddin 
Bahramand Khan, who was a grandson of Sadiq Khan the 
nephew and son-in-law of rtimad-ud Daula. The family of 
Zulfiqar Khan Qaramanlu was also a family of high status 
in Iran.’ He married a daughter of Sadiq Khan; and his 
son Muhammad Ibrahim Asad Khan married Mihrun Nisa, a 
daughter of Asaf Khan.” Asad Khan's son Muhammad Ismail 
Zalfiqar Khan married a daughter of Shaista Khan.> Asad 
Khan's daughter was also married to Khuda Bandah Khan, 


son of Shaista Khan. 


At the time of the political crisis in 1627 after 
the death of Jahangir, Asaf khan played a very important 
role in winning the succession for Shah jahan.> After his 
accession Shahjahan promoted Asaf Khan to the highest 


rank of 9000/9000 (2=3h) and confirmed him in the post 


of vakil® which he held till his death in 1641.’ It is 


significant that after the death of Asaf Khan, Shahjahan 

did not fill the post of Wakil. Henceforth the office 

1. For his family background see M.U., II, 85-89; also 
see Chapter 6 section (v). 

2. M.U., II, p.937 T.M., p.35. 

3. MA.» De 158 TMs, p.3l. 

4, Ibid., p. 374; Akbbarat, 33 R.Y. 2 July, 1689. 

5, Lahoeri; i (ayy pos 7O=7). 

6, Ibid., pp. 180, 193; Salih, I, p.284. 

7 


- It may, however, be noted that the award of the mansab 
of 9000/9000 (2-3h) to Asaf Khan was unprecedented 
and was in violation of established rules and regula- 
tion governing the mansab system. No noble could be 
promoted beyond the rank of 7000/7000 (2-3h), (See 
Lahori, II, p.25). 


8. Ibn Hasan, op.cit., p.134, 


ane 


of wazir became the principal office; but it was never 
held by the members of Asaf Khan's family throughout the 
reign of Shahjahan. The only exception was Jafar Khan 

the son of Sadiq Khan who, towards the close of Shahjahan's 
reign, was appointed wazir-i Kul vice Mir Jumla in tesa." 
The aire important post of Mir Bakhshi remained in the 


family of Asaf Khan for twenty-two years during the thirty- 


one years of Shahjahan's reign.? 


Besides the posts of vakil, wazir and Mir Bakhshi 
other important central offices like Mir Atish, Mir Tuzguk, 
Second Bakbshi, and several other offices of importance 
such as Akhtabegi, Qarawalbegi, QUrbegi, QUshbegi and 
faujdaris of various sarkars were held by members of 


Ttimad-ud Diula's family. 


Many important governorshipswere also held by members 
of this family during Shahjahan's reign as will be evident 
from Appendix pe A statistical analysis of the total 
number of governors is given in the table and for conve- 


: , : : 5 
nience the calculation is done decade wise. 





1, Salih, III, p.271. 


2. See Appendix Az; also Cf. the list of Mir Bakhshis of 
Shahjahan given by Ibn Hasan (op. cit., pp. 230-31) 
which ends with Khalilullah Khan in 23 R.Y. 


3. See Appendix A. 


4, The table is based on M.Athar Ali, 'Provincial Governors 


under Shahjahan', Medieval India - A Miscellany, III, 
5. Since the reign of Shahjahan covers a period of about 

thirty-two years, in the third decennial list the 

calculation is done for the remaining twelve years, 


From these tables we find that, in the first 
decade (i.e. Ist to 10th R.Y.) the total number of 
governors of various provinces by year was 149, of whom 
54 were members of Itimad-ud Daula's family, i.e. 36 
per cent of the total number of governors, In the second 
decade (i.e. 11th to 20th R.Y.) the total number of 
governors of various provinces was 148, of whom members 
of Itimad-ud Daula's family were 47-giving 31.7 per cent 
of the total governors. -In the third decade the position 
of the family declined, further the governors numbering 
169 out of whom 50 belonged to or were related to the house 
of Itim&ad-ud Daula. Thus, the governorships held by the 
members of this family during the later years of sShahjahan's 
reign (i.e. 21st to 32nd R.Y,.) was only 29.5 per cent of 


the total governors of the empire, 


But while there was a relative decline in the 
governors' posts held by Itimad-ud Daulas family, this 
accompanied a decline in the Iranian element. In fact 
among the Iranis, the family of Ttimad-ud Daula held in 
the three respective decades governorships amounting to 
67.5%, 74.6% and 76.9% of the total held by Iranis, In 
other words among the Iranis, the family continued to 


hold a dominant position. 


It is significant that Zafar Khan Khwaja Ahsanullah 


held the governorship of Kashmir for a record period of 


POE 
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thirteen years with a short interval of three years. 
Similarly, Ali Mardan Khan was appointed governor of 
Kabul and Kashmir and in each province he remained for 
a period of nine years. Amir Khan was appointed subedar 


of Cind twice for a total period of nine years." 


The most striking feature of Shahjahan's reign 
is that in spite of the fact that he was proud of his 
being a descendant of Amir Taimlr Qiran-i Sani and that 
he showed favour to the Turdnis, most of the important 
governorships were held by the members of Itimad-ud 
Daula's family. For instance, from the second to the 
fifth regnal year of Shahjahan's reign eight governorships 
were Simultaneously held by the members of the family 
and out of these eight governorships three contiguous 
provinces in the east (i.e. Qasim Khan Juwaini in 
Bengal, Baqir Khan Najm 3ani in Orissa, and Saif Khan in 
Bihar) and four contiguous provinces in the west (i.e. 
Asaf Khan in Lahore and Multan, Itiqad Khan in Kashmir 
and Amir Khan in Sind) were entrusted to them while the 
Deccan was held by Azam Khan for a large part of the 
same period. Similarly from the 15th to the 21st regnal 


year three contiguous provinces (Kashmir, Sind and Kabul) * 





1. See Appendix B. 


2. Kashmir by gafar Khan, Sind by amir Khan and Kabul by 
Ali Mardan Khan, See Appendix B, 


were simultaneously held by members of this family. 


As has been mentioned in Chapter IV(a), the lists 
of mansabdars for the first twenty years of Shahjahan's 
reign have been compiled from Lahori's Badshahnama, and 
for the last ten years on the basis of Waris. For 
convenience tabulation has been done of all the mansgabdars 
alive holding the rank of 1000 gat and above at the end of 
each decade (the 10th, 20th and 30th R.Y.) On the basis 
of this calculation the percentage of the members of the 
family of ttimad-ud Daula in the total mansabdars at the 
end of each decade hasS been worked out (See Appendix E(i) 
to cng seketon) ; It appears that in 1637 members of Ttimad- 
ud Daula's family held 68,000 zat and 63,300 sawar out of 
a total number of 4,54,500 zat and 3,63,550 sawar i.e. 
14.96 per cent of the total gat and 17.41 per cent of the 
total sawar ranks, At the close of second decade (1647) 
they held 70,500 gat out of 4,67,000 total gat rank and 
60,350 sawar out of the total 3,80,800 sawar rank, that 
is, 15.08 and 15.84 per cent of the total zat and sawar 
ranks respectively. By the termination of the third 
decade (1657-58) the position of the family seems to have 
further improved, Out of 4,97,500 total zat rank the 


members of the family were holding 83,000 zat and out of 


1. See the list at the end of Chapter IV (a). 


2, Table showing position of Ttimad-ud Daulds family 
as mansabdar under Shahjahan. 


3, 72,950 total sawar rank they were holding 75,600 
sawar, that is, 16.68 per cent of the total gat rank 


and 20.27 per cent of the total sawar rank, 


In other words, members of Ttimad-ud pDaula's 
family accounted for a little more than one-sixth of the 
zat rank and one-fifth of the sawar rank throughout the 
reign of Shah-jahan while during Jahangir's reign the 
members of this family accounted for nearly one-twelfth 
of the gat and one-tenth of the sawar ranks in 1621,? 


the period during which the family was said to have reached 


the climax of its power, 7 


Thus, during the reign of Shahjahan the fortunes 
of the family of Itim@d-ud baula continued to be in the 
ascendant, and the members of his family were given rapid 


promotions and were entrusted with important assignments. 


In the reign of Aurangzeb too, the family appears 
to have continued to enjoy important positions, as would 
appear from the appendices, showing central offices and 
governorships held by the members of the family. The 
majority of the incumbents in most of the central offices 
and even governorships came from the house of Ttimad-ud 


Dauja. The office of wazir or Diwan-i kul, was entrusted 





1. Irfan Habib, op, cit., p.95. 
2. Ibid., pp. 78-79, 
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to the members of this house for the larger period of 
Aurangzeb's reign, there being four wazirs from this 
house. Jafar Khan the son of Sadiq Khan held this office 
for a period of seven years and Asad Khan, a son-in-law 
of Asaf Khan, for the longest tenure of about 30 years 
(from 1676 to 1707) with the exception of a short interval 
of about a year (1692 to 1693) when he was away on the 
military campaign in the carnatic. During this period his 
son-in-law and a grandson of Sadiq Khan, Bahramand khan 


acted as his deputy diwan.! 


The office of Mir Bakhshi was also for most of the 
time under Aurangzeb, kept in the hands of Itimad-ud 
Daula's family. As many as five of its members held this 
office. Bahramand Khan held it for the longest period 
(over ten years), from July 1692 to November 1702. Asad 
Khan, Ruhullah Khan and Zulfiqar Khan held it for more 


than five years each. 


Similarly, the post of second bakhshi was mostly 
held by members of this family. Asad Khan and Bahramand 
Khan successively occupied the office for a period of 
about seventeen years of which Asad Khan's single tenure 
was of twelve years. RUhullah Khan and his son Ruhullah 


Khan II again successively held it for over ten years. 





1. See Appendix-c, 
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As regards the post of Mir Atish our table shows 
that seven of its occupants during Aurangzeb's reign 
belonged to Itimad-ud Daula's family. The Sabzwaris, 
who were matrimonially related to the family, held this 
office for a period of ninteen years, during eleven of 


which Tarbiyat Khan Mir Khalil alone held the office.! 


Another important central office was that of 
Mir Saman or Kpan-i Saman and it appears to have been 
the sole monopoly of the Iranian incumbents since 
Shahjahan's reign. Here too we find the predominence 
of Itimad-ud Daula's relations. Out of the total nine 
Mir Sam4ns of Aurangzeb five were members of Itimad-ud 
Daula's family. Sultan Husain Iftikhar Khan held this 
office for about seven years, Ruhullah Khan and his son 
Ruhullah Khan II held it for about nine years while 
Khuda Banda Khan, the last of Aurangzeb's Mir Samans, 


occupied the office for about three years.° 


The two other important offices of Akhtabegi 


(master of horse) and Darogha-i Ghusalkhana, to which 


only trusted nobles were appointed were mostly occupied 


by the members of the family, which provided seven 


Akhtabegi 
holders of the post of s during Aurangzeb's reign. 





1. See Appendix-C. 


2. Ibid: 


Similarly, for tho. office of the superintendent of 
Gbusal khdna Itimad-ud vaula's family furnished six 
occupants. Out of 29 years in which appointments to 
the po t of Akhtabegi are known the members of Itimad- 
ud Daula's family served for 16 years, Sultan Husain 
Iftikbar Khan and his brother Multafat Khan success- 
ively serving for about eight years. Their cousin 
Ruhullah Khan appears to have been appointed thrice 

to this office, serving for a total period of about 
seven years, Similarly to the office of the Darogha 

of the Ghusal Khana, out of 34 years in which appoint- 
ments are known, the members of I'timad-ud Daula's 
family are found to have served for 17 years, Bahramand 
Khan served for six years, Hoshdar Khan five years 


3s es - Be & 
and Itiqad Khan (2Zulfiqar Khan) for three years,?/ 


As far as governorships of various provinces 
are concerned, we have prepared a table on the basis 
of the tabulations prepared by M. Athar Ali showing 
the governorships of various provinces held by members 
of the family. Most of the important provinces like 
Agra, Delhi, Lahore, Kabul, Kashmir,Orissa and Bengal 
were, for most of Aurangzeb's reign, held by the members 


ee = = > a 
of Itimad-ud Daula's family. Amir Khan Mir Miran 


1. See Appendix-C, 
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held the governorship of Kabul for a period of 29 

years being appointed twice in the same province, first 
for seven years (4th-10th !.Y.) and then for continyous 
22 years (20th-4lst R.Y.). Shaista Khan was also 
appointed twice as subedar of Bengal for a total 
tenure of 23 years. ee the oitice of, the sUbedar 
of the adjoining province of Orissa for nine years 
together with 83engal. Ibrahim Khan Zig appears to have 
been appointed thrice as subedar of Kashmir for a total 
period of 14 years. Muhammad Yar Khan occupied the 
governorship of Delhi for about twelve years (40th- 
51st R.Y.). Moreover, most of the provinces in the 
Deccan also appear to have been held by members of the 


family. 


It may also be noted that many contiguous 
provinces were simultaneously held by the members of 
the family. Ibrahim Khan Zig was stbedar of Bihar from 
1ith R.Y. to 17th R.Y. while Shaista Khan was subedar 
of Bengal during the same period. From 22nd to 30th 
R.Y. Shaista Khan was simultaneously holding the two 
contiguous provinces of Bengal and Orissa.In 3lst R.Y. 
Shaista Khan was succeeded, in the two provinces, by 
Abu Nasr Khan and Ibrahim Khan Zig who respectively 
held Orissa and Bengal till the 37th R.Y. of Aurangzeb's 


reign. Subsequently, for the next two years Kamgar 


Khan served as subedar of Orissa in succession to 

Abu Nasr Khan together with Ibrahim Khan Zig in Bengal. 
Thus, for a considerable time the two contiguous 
provinces of Bengal and Orissa remained in the hands 

of the family. Three contiguous provinces in the 

north - Agra, Awadh and Delhi - were also occupied 
most of the time by members of the family. For instance, 
Agra was held by Shaista Khan in the Ist R.Y. and by 
Hoshdar Khan from 6th to 13th R.Y.; Awadh was held by 
Mir Ishaq Iraddat Khan in the Ist R.Y. and by Murad 

Kam S3afavi Mukarram Khan from 3rd to 8th R.Y¥. In the 
12th and 13th R.Y. when Agra was under Hoshdar Khan, 
Amir Khan Mir Miran held Allahabad and Ibrahim Khan 
Zig governed Bihar, and Namdadr Khan, in the 13th R.Y., 
simultaneously held Delhi. In 21st R.Y. the two 
contiguous provinces Gujarat and Malwa were govemed 
respectively by Mukhtar Khan Shamsuddin and Khan-i 
Zaman Muftakhar Khan in 2s‘*and 26th R.Y. Interestingly 
enough, when in the 36th R.Y. of Aurangzeb's reigu 
Shaista Khan was slbedar of Agra his son Buzurg Umed 
Khan governed Allahabad. Next year, after his death, 
his son Itiqad Khan governed Agra and another son 
Khuda Banda Khan governed Awadh while Bihar was under 
Mukhtar Khan Qamaruddin. From 40th R.Y. down to the 


end of Aurangzeb's reign the two contiguous provinces 


a4 


of Agra and Delhi remained all the time in the hands 

of Itimad-ud Daula's family. In addition to these 

two provinces other contiguous provinces like Awadh, 
Allahabad and Ajmer were also, at times, simultaneously 


held by the members of the family.? 


In the north and north west two to three of 
the four contiguous provinces of Kashmir, Lahore Sindh 
and Kabul were for certain periods simultaneously 
governed by the members of Teimad-ud Daula's family. 
In the 2nd and 3rd R.Y. the two provinces of Lahore 
and Kashmir, were respectively governed by Khalilullah 
Khan and Ibrahim Khan Zig. When Amir Khan Mir Miran 
was governor of Kabul from 20th to 40th R.Y. the two 
other provinces of Sind and Kashmir were most of the 
time under the charge of the members of the family.” 
During the last decade of Aurangzeb's reign the two 
contiguous provinces of Agra and Delhi were simultaneously 
governed by members of the family. Moreover, other 
provinces like Allahabad, Awadh and Ajmer were also 
at times simultaneously held by the members of this 


family during the period, 





1. See Appendix-D. 


2. Ibid. 
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Tt may also be noted that many provinces in the 
Deccan were also simultaneously held by the members of 
Itimad-ud Daula's family throughout aurangzeb's reign. 
It appears from our tabulation of various governorships 
that members of the family held governorship in three 
important provinces - namely Agra in the north, Bengal 
in the east, and Kabul in the north-west for the larger 


part of Aurangzeb's reign. 


As regards the mangabs of the family an analysis 
of the same has been made on the basis of the two lists 
given by M. Athar Ali for the two phases - 1658 to 1678 
and 1679 to 1707 of Aurangzed's reign. Mansabs, ranging 
from 1000 gat and above, of those members of the family 
have been taken into account, who were known to have 
been alive by the end of each phase. Thus, by the end 
oi the first phase i.e. 1678 it appears that out of a 
total 6,85,000 zat and 4,39,850 sawar enens of ltimad- 
ud Daula's family held 90,500 gat and 70,700 sawar, 

By the end of the second phase i.e. 1707 the family 
accounted for 65,500 zat and 49,700 sawar out ey oes 
9,69,900_ gat and 6, 30,100 sawar ranks. Thus, the share 
of the family in the total rank at the close of the 
first phase was 13,22 per cent of the total gat and 


16.07 per cent of the total sawar ranks (on the above 





hypothetical basis). A marxed decline, however, is 


noticed in the second phase as by the end of 1707 
the family's share in the total rank was 6.75 per cent 


= f stn oh 
gat and 7.08 per cent Sawar. 
a ee 


The apparent decline in Ttimad-ud Daula's family 
fortunes was probably because of the inflation of total 
mansads owing to the influx of new recruits (the veccanis, 
Marathas, etc.). Compared to the Iranis in general, 
there was no decline in the family's fortunes whatsoever. 
Tables A and B give a summary of the total mansabs held 


by the family under shahjahan and aurangzeb. 


Tanle-+ Shahjahan 
Total rank held by Total rank held by Family's 





vane Iranis Itimad-ud Daula's position in 
ial family _ percentage 
jat Sawdr Zat 2awar 

1637 Dy66,000 1,31, 300. 68,000 63, 300 40.96/48 .21 

1647 15:53, 500: -F 28,1700" 767500 60,350 45.92/47.11 

1657 1,86,00u 1,45,20u 83,000 75,600 44.62/52.06 


average 43.83749.12 


Table-=B Aurangzeb 
Total srank held by Total rank held by Family's 





Year 





Iranis Itimad-ud Diula's position in 
family perccentage 
gat Sawar gat war 
1678 1,95,500 1,360,050 96,500 70,700 46.28/54, 36 
1707 1,56,000 1,452,150 65,500 49,700 41.93/48.60 


Average 44.13/51.48 


sy . : is € . . 
1. See Table showing position of Itimad-ud Daula's family 
@s Mangaodars under Aurangzeb in Appendix E(ii). 


© 
>) 
CA 


It is clear From the anove tables that the 
average share of the family in the total rank held by 
Iranis under Aurangzeb (44.13% gat and 51.48% sawar) 
was largeythan that of under shahjahan (43.83, gat and 


49.12% sawar). 


The family of itimau-ua Daula, thus, enjoyed 
power and position continuously down to Aurangzeb's 
death, enabled them to remain entrenched in power. 

The family could claim such a privileged position under 
Mughal emperors for such a long spell of time perhaps 
not only because of the personal capabilities of its 
Members but also bc@ause of their advantageous 
relationships - matrimonial relations with the 

Imperial family and marriages with many prominent 


Irani families. 
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1 = d/o “qa Mulla Dawatdar 

1 : 243 

2: 4; 4 2 15 
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3: 16 
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= = 
Ii. ALI MARDAN KHAN'S FAMILY 


The stream of immigration to augment the ranks of 
the Mughal nobility continued under Shahjahan. Unlike the 
reign of Akbar and Jahangir, it would seem that immigration 
from Iran during Shahjahan's time was generally of 
individuals and not of whole families or establishments. 
The only exception is offered py Ali Mardan Khan who came 
along with his family and a large retinue of officers and 
companions in 1638, having made over Qandahar to shahjahan*. 
He became the highest Iranian noble of Shahjahan, and 
therefore deserves a detailed biographical notice on that 


account alone. 


‘Ali Mardan Khan was a Kurd of the Zig? tribe and 
belonged to a well reputed aristocratic family. His father 
Ganj Ali khan Zig was a close confidential officer of 
Shah ‘Abbas I and had served him in Herat since his child- 
hood, During Shah Abbas’ reign he was entrusted with 
important offices like Qiladar of Salamah in Khawaf, 


governor (hakim) of Kirman and sistan.* In the 36th RY, 











1. See Chapter Two, 

2. Lahori, II, pp. 27-28, 34, 50-52. 

3, AAA, II, p.1041. Zig is a Kurdich tribe who_lived in 
the mountains of Giluyah, Farhang-i Rashidi, vol. I, 
p. 377 and Shams-ul Lughat, p. 404. 


4, AAA, I, pp. 414, 559, 576. 


— a 
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(1031 A.H.) he was entrusted with the government 
(Iyalat-wa-Darai) of Qandahar, the most crucial province 
of the time and where apparently very trusted and 
experienced generals were appointed,’ Ganj ‘Ali Khan held 
Qandahar until he died in 1034 A.H. (1624 A.D.) and 
performed valuable services for his master in beating 
back the Uzbeks in Khuras&an. Shah Abbas I conferred 

on him the title of khan and called him Arjumand Babai 


(my reverend father) .° 


Ganj ‘Ali Khan's two other children are also known 
to us. One Shahrukh Beg, apparently a military officer 
died of an accident while riding during a campaign near 
Garjistan (in tran) .° The second was a daughter whose 
son Husain Beg Khan Zig came with Ali Mardan Khan, his 


maternal uncle as well as Patneretasiae.: 


It appears that being the only surviving son of 
a person who had enjoyed fatherly regard from the Shah 
of Iran and held highly responsible posts in the 


government, ‘Ali Mardan Khan succeeded in winning the 








1. AAA -iIl, Ppe 977-78. 
2. Ibid, De 1041, 
3. Ibid, pp. 884-85, 


4, Lahori, II, pp. 124, 159, 177, 412; Mu, I, 591-92. 


aQ 


Shah's favours and succeeded his father as the governor 
of Qandahar with the same symbols of respect and titles 
of Kban and Baba-i $ani (the second faery But this 
bred jealousy among other nobles, and their hostility 
reached its culmination during the reign of Shah Safi. 
They exploited the defensive preparations made by Ali 
Mardan Khan at Qandahar which he began actually in order 
to check Mughal intrusions, He had already strongly 
rejected Shahjahan's secret proposal of handing over 
Qandahar to the Mughals in return of highest possible 


2 
rank and rewards in the Mughal empire, 


Shah Safi sent reinforcements to Qandahar and at 
the same time, at the instigation of those nobles, 
preferred a charge of embezzlement against Ali Mardan 
Khan?, The latter comprehending the real intentions of 
the Shah now accepted Shahjahan's proposal and fled to 
his court where he was well received and granted the 


rank of 5000/5000. His rank was soon increased to 


6000/6000, and he was also appointed subedar of Kashmir .4 








1, AAA, II, pp. 1041, 1086; Lahori, II, p. 27; Sadig 
Khan, ff, 44(b)-45(a). 


2. IAhori, II, pp. 27-34; Sadiq Khan, ff. 45(a)-(b); 
Z.kKh., Iii, Pe 28. 


a Bernier says that Ali Mardan Khén was recalled from 
Qandahar to give the account of his government, Cf, 
Travels in the Mughal Empire, p. 184, 


4, tahori, II, pp. 92, 123-24, 125-26, 
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A distinction was always made in the Mughal Empire 
between those immigrents who came with some administrative 
background and experience in civil and political matters 
and those without it; and the former were generally 
awarded higher ranks and offices’. Accordingly Ali Mardan 
Khan and some of his companions were awarded high renks, 
Ali Mardan Khan was granted the highest rank of 7000/7000 
(5000x2-3h) and the title of awieeat/and Yacsd waesdan. 
His total salary amounted to 12 karor dams the highest 
salary ever received by any noble after Asaf then? It 
is also significant that throughout his life ‘Ali Mardan 
Khan held one or the other of the three contiguous 
provinces of Kashmir, Lahore and Kabul, the most strategic 
territories in the north-west of the empire.* Moreover, 
bate ne vicinity of Qandahar, on the one hand, and 
Balkh and Badakhshan, on the other, Kabul always needed 
not only an experienced general but also a verson well 
acquainted with the region; and Ali Mardan Khan's longest 
stay at Kabul? tends to suggest that he had the full 
confidence of SHahjahan, who was faced with the hostility 


of both Persian and the Uzbeks 





1. See ante, Chapter Two. 
2, Lahori, II, pp. 222, 320-21, 497-98; Z.Kh. III, p.28. 
3, Ibid. pp. 320-21; Waris, p.135. 


4, M, Athar Ali's article op.cit., in Medieval India - 
A Miscellany, III, pp. 94, 99-100. eo 


3, Ibid, 


eve 


During his governorship of Kabul Ali Mardan Khan was 
sent against the Uzbeks, In the48th R.Y. (1645) he sent 
his confidential servants Farhad and Faridtn against 
Tardi Ali Qatghan’, who, after a short engagement, took 
to flight. In 1646 he was sent along with Prince Murad 
Bakhsh, against the Uzbeks and to conquer Balkh and 
Badakhshan, At this time Sultan Khusrau, Pahram Sultan 
and Subhan Quli Sultan, three sons of Nazar Muhammad 
Khan came and paid homage to Prince Murad while Nazar 
Muhammad Khan fled to Persia,- However, Murad Bakhsh, 
in spite of Shahjahan's prohibition,returned to India for 
which the prince was censured and Saadullah Kban was 
sent to Balkh. It would seem that normally 21i Mardan 
Khan would have been asked to take over charge of Balkh, 
but his being an Irani and so a_ suspected Shia made 
this impolitic. As Lahori tells us, “Although servants 
of this faith-protecting court, whether Iranis and 
others, are in obedience to and following the Emperor, 
firn in upholding true beliefs abstain from the false 
beliefs of the deviating and the self-serving, yet as 


the long standing hostility between the Uzbeks and 








-~ ¢ - 

1, Tardi Ali Qatghan was the guardian of Subhan 
Quli khan the son of Nazar Muhéinmad Khan and 
the governor of Kahmard and its neighbourhood. 
See Lahori, II, po. 401-404, 456-63, 


2, ibid., » Dp. 482-92; 512-43; 548-56, 
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Qizil-bashes, owing to religious differences, had reached 
such a state that reconciliation and friendship is on no 
account possible, the Emperor did not find it advisable 
to appoint Ali Marddn Khan aS governor of the sUba Balkh 
in spite of his joining the Sunni sect upon entering the 
service of this court. Because of the inopportune act of 
Prince Murad Bakhsh and some others of the victorious 
army, large numbers of the Almans, having ventured to cross 
the Oxus River, had ravaged some parts of Badakhshan and 
other places. Therefore, the Emperor ordered that after 
‘A11ami's (Sa'ad ullah Khan's) arrival at Balkh, ‘Ali Mardin 
Khan should proceed to Qunduz and address himself to deal 
with the Almans, and having slaughtered a number, force 
them to retire accross the Oxus. Since the Governor of 
Badakhshan had to stay in Balkh for some time for organi- 
sing his affairs and his escorts, ‘Ali Mardan Khan was to 
stay in Qunduz till his arrival. After the said Governor 
reached Badakhshan, Ali Mardan Khan should proceed to 


guba Kabul of which he was Sovervnor®. 


When Aurangzeb was sent to take charge of 3alkh 
alt EE nee = ws 2 
and Badakhshan Ali Murdan Khan was again sent there. 
At this time he had an encounter in Timurabad, with 


c = = 
Abdul Aziz, the eldest son of Nazar Muhammad Khan and 





1. Lahori ,II, p.68. 


ay Ibid. J De 633% 
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the governor of Bukhara. Ali Mardan Khan defeated Beg 
Oghli and Qutlugh Muhammad Sultan and Yadgar Tukariya 
one after the other in a battle that continued for seven 
days in which the Uzbek army sustained great essee 
Afterwards when Balkh and Badakhshan were restored to 
Nazar Muhammad, Ali Mardan Khan came back to Kabul. 
After some time he was allowed to go to Kashmir, where 


2 
the climate was more suitable for him, 


N 


When Prince Dara Shukoh was appointed to lead an 
expedition to Qandahar and the province of Kabul was 
assigned to his eldest son Sulaiman Shukoh in 1653 
‘Ali Mardan Khan was again posted there, Thereafter he 
again went to Kashmir, It was during this time that he 
was summoned to court towards the close of 1656, He had 
an attack of dysentry and in the beginning of the 3list 
R.Y. (1657) while returning to Kashmir he died at 
Machhiwara (on 16th April, 1657). He was burried in 


his mother's tomb at iavores” 


¢ ter -_ = 
After Ali Mardan Khan's death his property and 


effects to the amount of one crore of rupees in cash 











1. Lahori, I1,P.686-709, 
2, Waris, pp. 131,. 138, 140% 


3. S8lih, III, p. 246, 


and kind were taken into the Imperial Treasury. But 
afterwards, out of this amount only 50 lacs of rupees 
were retained in the treasury; and of the balance 30 
lacs of rupees were allowed to Ibrahim Khan and the 
remaining 20 lacs were distributed among the three sons 


1 
and ten daughters, 


Among ‘Ali Mardan Khan's sons, the eldest Muhammad 
Ali was left in Iran as hostage with Shah Safi. Shahjahan 
sent a letter to Shah Safi's successor Shah Abbas II to 
secure his release,” But it is not known whether he was 
ever sent to India. Of the remaining four sons, Abdullah 
Beg and Ibrahim Beg flourished during the reigns of 
Shahjahan and Aurangzeb. Ismail Beg and Ishaq Beg both 
reached only the ranks of 1,500/800 and died in the 


battle of Samugarh.° 


The person in this family who attained the highest 
position under Aurangzeb was Ibrahim Khan. He surpassed 
all of his kinsmen in terms of mangabs and offices. 

Under Shahjahan he had been promoted to the rank of 


4000/3000° but was not entrusted with any independent 








1, Salih, III, pp.247-48, 
2. Lahori, II, pp. 497-98. 
3. Ibid., p. 246; tH.U., II, p. 807. 


4. MU. I(a), pe 295. 


296 


assignment. It was during the reign of Aurangzeb that as 

a reward of his valuable services in the war of succession, 
he was given rapid promotions and was raised to the rank 
of 6000/6000. He remained stbedar of various provinces 
one after the other except for a short interval of about 
four years during his entire term of fortyeight years' 
service under Aurangzeb, It is also significant that 
during this period he was appointed stbedar of Kashmir 
thrice? He got a fourth tenure there during Bahadur 

Shah I's reign. He died at Ibrahimabad Sodhra in Lahore 


in 1709.° 


During his viceroyalty of Bengal (1690-99) his son 
Zabardast Khan was faujdar of the chaklas of Burdwan, 
Jessore, Midnapur and Hugli and he defeated the self- 
styled king Rahim Shah, a rebel Afghan of the region. - 

In 1700 he was appointed subedar of Awadh and promoted 
to the rank of 3000/2500.” In 1705 he was appointed 
gubedar of Ajmer, being transferred from the faujdari 


of Lakhi jungle. ° 





Scan AAC. EY 





e M.A., pe 493; M.U., I(a), De 299. 

2. Kazim, pp. 426-27; M.A., p. 2367 MU, I(a), pp.298-99; 
also see M, Athar Ali's article op. cit., in Medieval 
India - A Miscellany, I, pp. 63-100. 

3, M.U., I(a), p. 300. 


4, Ghulam Husain Salin, Riyag-us Salatin, (Eng. trans.) 
Abdus Salam, Delhi, Reprint, 1975, pp. 234-35. 


5. MA., p. 397; M.U.,I(a), pe300. 


6, Ibid. , PPe 496-973 Ibid. 
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Ibrahim Khan's second son Yaqiib Khan was deputed 
with him to Bengal and when he was transferred to 
Allahabad, Yaqub Khan was also transferred being appointed 
as faujdar of Jaunpur.’ In the reign of Bahadur Shah I 
he was granted the title of Ibrahim Khan and was appointed 


deputy gubedar of Lahore under Asaf-ud paute.” 


Fidai Khan, a third son of Ibrahim Khan is mentioned 
for the first time in the Ma@gir-i Alamgiri being deputed 
in 1684 along with his father to Kashmir. There he was 


3 
engaged in a campaign against Tibet. 


Besides Ali Mardan Khan's family a large retinue 
of his trusted slaves and officers accompanied him and 
each one of them was awarded with a suitable rank ana 
office according to his experience,” Among them the 
most prominent were Murshid Quli Khan (the famous diwan 


~ ¢ - -~ 
of the Deccan), Hussain Beg Khan Zig and Ali Bea Sultan.” 


Hussain Beg Khan, Ali Mardan's son-in-law, was 
separated from him and appointed Akhtabegi (master of 
horse) in 1646 - a post which was granted to only very 


trusted nobles.° In 1648 he was appointed subedar of 


Le M.A.., Pe 387. 








2. M.U., I(a), pp. 300-301. 


3. MIAs y (De 236. 
AG Pano iy NITY pe 12a. 


= ~ t ~ _ 
5. Husain Beg Khan Zig and Ali Beg Sultan were his sons- 
in-law also. 


6. Lahori, II, p.492; Waris, p.36; Salih, II, pp. 434, 468; 
M.U., I(b), p.592, 
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Kashmir with the title oe aan: In 1654 he was made 
faujdar of MiySn-i Doib* and in 1658 the Mir-i Tuzuk.? 
In the battle of Samugarh he was a partisan of Dara 
Shukoh and was in charge of the royal artillery. But 
after Dara Shukoh's flight he joined Aurangzeb and was 
appointed faujdar of Bangash in 1656," Here he remained 
till 1675 and was then transferred as faujdar to Jaunpur 


— ¢ 
7 of his sons Mirza Ataullah had 


where he died in 1676, 
a rank of 700 zat and Muhammad Aman was deputy sibedar 
of Kabul and held the title of Nasir xan ,° In 1703 he 
was removed from the office and his rank was reduced as 
punishment for certain offences.’ Another son-in-law of 
‘Ali Mardan Khan, Ali Beg Sultan was appointed deputy 

gsubedar of Kashmir soon after his arrival from Iran in 


1638 and received a rank of 2000 2at.° 


¢ = — -_ 
Among the servants of Ali Mardan Khan who came 


along with him it was only Murshid Quli Khan who, on 


een ee 





1. Waris, p.363 Salih, T1l, pe237 MU.» I(b), p.592, 
22 TDidss Py 2667 Ibid; ip. 2277 “tbid. 
3. Salih, IIT, py 2663-MiU.4- 1b), ps5926 


4, Kazim, p. 218; Ibid., p. 593. 
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o, pe4393 Cf. M.U., III, rp. 833-35, where he is 
mentioned as subedar of Kabul and not having been 
punished for any offence, 


| 


8. Lahori, II, pp.170, 190-91; Sadiq Khan, £. 49(b). 


Se 


account of his personsl experience and ability, could 
attain the rank of 3000/1,500 and the office of Diwan 
towards the close of ShAhjahan's reign in iésac He had 
also been previously appointed as diwan of the Punjab 
and Multan, Mir-i Atish, superintendent of elephant 
stables, faujdar of Kangrah foot hills, Akhtabegi (master 


of the horse) and diwan of the Deccan by shahjahan.- 


In India ‘Ali Mardan Khan established marriage 
relations with well reputed Iranian families. His son 
Ibrahim Khan married the daughter of Yahy4, a son of 
Saif Khan.” Besides his two daughters who had been 
already married to Hussain Beg Khan and ‘Ali Beg Sultan 
respectively, he had two more ascanwens. One of them 
Sahibji was married to Amir Khan Mir Miran, the son of 
Khelilullah Khan Yazdi, a well-known family of Jahangir's 
time.” The other daughter was married to Zahid khan 
Koka's son Faizullah Khan, © whose grand-daughter was 
married again in the family of ‘Inayatullah Khan Kashmiri, 


an important noble of Aurangzeb. | 








1. Kazim, pp. 44, 54. 
2, Lahord; -11y ‘pps, 177, ,230;. 3314. 362, 471, 688; 
Warig, pp. 67, 192, 235, 307-8? also Cf. Sadiq khan, 
££, 86(b), 90(b):, 
3. Waris, p.257. 
4, Salih, III, p.248, 
5. Tuzuk, pel50; M,U., III, pp.535-42, See section (7) ingr 
6. Waris, p.295, Zahid Khan Xoka's mother Hurd Khanam 
nursed Princess Jahan Ara, the eldest daughter of 


Shahjahan. See M,U., II, pp.370-72, vol. IIT, pp.28-30 


7. M.A., pp.479-80. For ‘Inayat ullah Khan's biogranhv 
see M.U., II, pp.828-32., 
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It is worth mentioning that sahibji herself was 
a competent lady so much so that she ran the administra- 
tion of Kabul on her husband's behalf when he died 
without leaving an heir. She controlled the rebellious 
Afghans in the province to Aurangzeb's satisfaction till 


the arrival of the new governor.’ 


As far as mangabs, held by the family, are 
concerned certain interesting facts emerge from our 
information, During the entire reign of Shahjahan it 
appears that many members of ‘Ali Mard3n Khan's family 
and his companions were granted mangabs, and some of 
them were very rapidly promoted, But none of his sons, 
even Abdullah Beg and Ibrahim Beg, who held the ranks 
of 2,500/1,500 and 4000/3000 respectively in 1658, was 
assigned any independent office. They are generally 
found to be deputed with their father or at the most as 
auxiliaries in expeditions. The only exception is 
offered by Husain Beg Khan being appointed Akhtabegi, 


~ . a 2 
Mir-i-Tuzuk_ and subedar of Kashmir and other offices. 


t - - _ : 
As regards Ali Mardan Khan's personal promotions 


and his successive appointments, it appears that he was 





1, MU. I(a), pp. 284-85, 286-87. 


2, Lahori, II, p.49; Waris, p.36; Salih, III, p.266, 


promised the highest possible rank and office as 

a reward of making over Qandahar to Shahjahan, This 
was inspite of his being vulnerable to suspicion, 
being a recent defector. The granting of the mansab 
of 4000/3000 to Ibrahim Khan apparently seems to be 
out of consideration for the fact that he was the 
eldest and most favourite son of Ali Mardan Khan. 

It was he alone who under Aurangzeb also was promoted 
to 6000/6000; his son Muhammad Khalil Zabardast khan 
too obtained a rank of 3,500/3,500.* ‘Thus the line 


of the main promotions descended through Ibrahim Khan. 


The total ranks held by the family during the 
reign of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb was 23, 700/13, 700 


(500x2-3h) and 17,700/14,100 (500x2-3h) respectively. 


Besides being a military commander and a civil 
administrator Ali Mardan Khan was a great builder. 
The laying out of a number of gardens, sarais and 
residential buildings in Kashmir and Lahore are attri- 


buted to him. 


His buildings can broadly be classified into 
two types-private buildings such as personal mansions 
1. There was always an apprehension among the Irani 

nobles of Shahjahan that Ali Mardan Khan could not 


be loyal servant. See Z.Kh., III, pp. 28-9, 


2. M.A., pp. 496-97, 


(havelis) in Kashmir? and Peshawar and his own tomb 

at Lahore; and public works like canals, gardens and 
sarais. Construction of sarais in Kashmir was felt to 
be necessary by Shahjahan owing to the obstructions of 
roads by heavy rain and snowfall during winter. Hence, 
sarais at every stage (manzil) were constructed under 
the supervision of ‘Ali Mardan Khan in order to provide 
Places of refuge to travellers. In 1639 Naqdi Beg, an 
employee and apparently an architect of ‘Ali Maréan Khan, 
was given the charge of repairing and widening roads 
through Kashmir’. Similarly, in 1646 when ‘Ali. Mard&n 
Khan was subedar of Kabul the work was undertaken to 
clean and level the hilly routes in Peshawar, > AS many 
as seven sarais are known to have been constructed 

by Ali Mardan Khan and the Hirapur road was repaired 
and developed in Kashmir during his governorship 


there.* 


¢ a - - 
Ali Mardan Khan also constructed a number of 


gardens both in Kashmir and Lahore. The ‘Aliabad garden 


1. Pir Ghulam Hasan Khiihami, Tarikh-i-Hasan, Srinagar, 
1954, Vol. I, p.299. The Haveli was built of 
stone and furnished with fountains and springs. 
At Peshawar his haveli was constructed after 
the Iranian fashion which did not appeal to 
Shahjahan. Lahori, II, p.5043 Sadiq Khan, £.63(a). 


2. wLAahori. Il, pp. 169-70. 
3. 3a8diq Khan, £. 63(a). 


4. Tarikh-i Hasan, II, p.507. TheSe were Sarai 
Khampur; Sardi Shajahmarg; Sarai Bahram Galla; 
Sarai Hirapur; Sarai Poshana; Sarai Sokhta and 
Sardi Thanna. 
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at village Til Bal in Kashmir was constructed in 

1654. This has beautiful buildings, strong walls, 

a large canal Lacie pond with springs and 

fountains. - At Lahore the Naulakha and the Shalamar 
gardens became important picnic resorts and particu- 
larly the latter had been a place of attraction for 
Iranis, Turadnis and people from other parts of the 
world.’ The shalamar was in fact a combination of 
seven gardens such as Anguri Bagh, “Inayat Bagh, Faiz 
Bakhsh,Hayat Bakhsh, Farah Bakhsh, Mahtabi Bagh and 
Gulabi Bagh. The plan of the whole garden was laid 
out in such a way that all the seven gardens were at 

a sloping ground having a large pond on the highest 
level. The water fell in short waterfalls through the 
first garden to reach the lowest level of the garden. 
Towards the south of the garden there was a stone 
Hammam being divided int» three parts the first and 
the second parts had two fountains; and the third had 


a tank and a bathroom witn facilities of cold and hot 


water.4 Sujan 84i tells us that "Ali Mardan Khan 


1, Tarikh-i Hasan, I, p.300. 


2. Sadiq Khan, f.56(a). A garden 'Ganj Ali Khan Bagh' 
in Qandahar named after his father suggests that 
construction of gardens had been a practice in 
his family. See Waris, pp. 79-85, 


3. Kanhiya Lal, Tarikh-i Lahore, Victoria Press 
Lahore, 1884, pp. 257, 354-59, 362-63; Cf. Muhammad 
Baqir, Lahore~Past and Present, Punjab University 
Press, Lahore, 1952, p.304,. 


4, Tarikh-i Lahore, pp. 357-58. 
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renamed Sodhara (a town in the sarkar of Lahore) on 

the bank of river Chenab, as Ibrahimabad after the 

name of his son Ibrahim Khan. He laid out a garden 

(in Ibrahimabad) which could be favourably compared 
with Shalamar garden. He also constructed a number of 
beautiful buildings there. Six lacs of rupees were 
spent on the construction of buildings, garden and on 
digging of a canal to provide water to the garden, 

One village out of the villages of Sodhara was granted 
to ‘ALL Mardan as altamgpa for the up-keep of the garden 


and the city".? 


The most important work undertaken by Ali 
Mardan Khan was the construction of a projected canal 
designed to bring water to Lahore from the hills at 
Rajpur near Nurpur, to the length of some 48¥/2 kurohs. 
The work was undertaken in 1639 to bring the water for 
the irrigation of land and Shalamar garden then being 
laid out by Khalilullah Khan and also to provide 
abundance of water to the citizensgof Lahore. * The 
emperor advanced one lakh of rupees for the project but 


when in the 16th R.Y. the canal was completed it was 





1. Sujan Rai Bhandari, Kbulasgat-ut Tawarikb, ed, Zafar 


Hasan, Delhi, 1918, p.74. 


2. Lahori, II, pp. 168-69, 233-34, 311-12, 315; 
Sadiq Khan, ff. 50(b); 56(a); Z. Kh., III, p.28. 


found that water could not reach the city. Another 
one lakh of rupees was advanced and Mulla “‘Alaul Mulk 
Tuni Fazgil Khan was assigned the project. He used 
only five kurohs length of ‘Ali. Mardan Khan's canal 
and excavated a new length of 32 kurohs, so as to 


bring water finally to Lahore. * 


‘Ali Mardan Khan built a market complex in 
Peshawar during his governorship. It was a roofed 
four-laned bazar. When Shahjahan visited the iw-urket 
he was so much impressed that he desired to send the 
same plan to Mukaramat Khan the officer-in-charge 
of Delhi fort under construction at that time to 


2 
help him construct a market there on the same pattern, 


Significantly enough ‘Ali Marddn Khan is found 
to have been maintaining some karkhanas in Lahore and 
Kashmir where goods such as carpets and shawls were 
manufactured, In the 30th R.Y. of Shahjahan (1657 A.D.) 
on the occasion of the emperor's lunar weighing 
ceremony ‘Ali Mardan Khan sent to the emperor fine 
merchandise including woolen carpets and shawls produced 


in his workshops. > 





1, Lahori, II, pp. 233, 315; Sadiq Khan, £.56(a). 


2. Ibid, p,504; Ibid., £.63(a). It also suggests that 
‘Ali Mardan Khan was fond of adopting different 
arthitectural styles in his buildings. 





3. Waris, p.373. 
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References to the Genealogical Cnart 


Numbers prefacing names of 





Persongin th> Chart Source2s 

1:2 RRR og Ty AIS, S894 

1:3 ASAX AL; 1; 884s85. 

1:4; 4:14 S/L 2 Lahori Il, 124, 159, 177, 412; 


MU. IT, 591-92. 


2:5 Lahori, II, 497-98. 
2:64+7 +8+9 Lahori, Il, 246; M.u. I, 295; 
II, 807. 
2:6; 6 = d/o Yahya S/o Waris, 257. 
Saif Khan 
2:11; 11 = Ali 3eg Sultan Lahori, II, 170, 190-91. 
S72 
2:12; 12 = Amir Khan Mir Tuzuk, 150; M.U. III, 335-42, 
Miran 
2:13; 13 = Faizullah Khan Waris, 295. 
Faizullah Khan ;: 20:23 = M.A., 479. 
Hidayatullah 
6:15 +16 M.A. 387, 3977 M.U. I, 300; 
TM, 32. 
6: 17 i Asy 236. 
14: 18 +19 Miley Tp. 593% 
15 : 21 T.M., 107. 


2o Se MoUies Lite 833-35: 


III. Khawafis and Mdmuris 


The_Knawafis 

Knawafi means "coming from Khawaf", which is a 
district and town in Khurasan in eastern persia! It 
lies between the district of Bakharz to the north and 
that of Qain to the south-west, adjacent to the moder 
Iran-Afghanistan border along the south of the oad 
running from Mashhad to that city.” At the present time, 
Khawaf forms one of the five components (bakpshs) of the 
Shahrastan (fortified city) of Turbatei Haydariyya in 
the ustan or province of Khurasan; and this administrative 
division also includes Zawzan>, Commenting on Khawaf 
and its people, during the reign of Akbar Amin Ahmad 
Razi, the author of Haft Iglim, who was also a native 


of Iran, says that Khawaf has always been the ‘mother 





1. Blochmann's note in Ain-i-Akbari tr. Blochmann, 
vol. I, (second edition) Delhi 1965, p.493, 
C£. G. Le Strange, Land of Eastern Caliphate, 
Cambridge, University Press, 1930, pp.352, 357-58. 


2. The Encyclopaedia of Islam, New Edition, ed. E. Van 
Donzel, B. Lewis and Ch, Pellat, vol. IV, Leiden, 


1978, p.910, 


3, Ali Akbar, Loghat-Name Dehkhoda,ed. Muhammad Moin 
and Syed Ja'afar Shahidi, No.167, Letter Kh. Fascicule 
9, Tehran 1970, p.816; See also Encyclopaedia of Islam, 
op.cit. 


soil’ of just and religious rulers, historians, shaikbs, 
‘ulama’ and beneficent wazirs.? The author adds that they 
were all so ambitious and efficient in discharging their 
duties that wherever they went, they obtained distinction 
and became favourites of their masters.” The Alemuzaffar 
dynasty belonged to Khawaf and seven of its rulers had 
ruled in Fars and Shiraz for 59 years. He also gives an 
account of the leading Shaikhs and learned men of the 
time such as Shaikb Sanjan (Subh4n) better known as 
Rukn-ud Din Muhammad, Shaikh Zain-ul Millat wa-Aldin, 

and his grandson, Shaikh Zain Sadr who was one of the 
learned men of his age and was distinguished by his long 
service with Babur, Under Humayun, he was exalted to the 
rank of an Amir. ? The author also names Some important 
wazirs who served under Shah Rukh Mirza, Babur Mirza, 

Abu Said Mirza and Sultan Husain Mirza. They were Khwaja 
Ghiyasuddin Pir Ahmad, Mirza ‘laud Daulah, Mirza Sultan 
Muhammad and Khwaja Majd-ud Din. The last one, in the 
reign of Sultan Husain Mirza, was elevated to such 


dignity that he put the seal on the royal orders and 





1, Haft Iglim, op.cit., vol. 7, p.16%. 


2. Ibid. 


3. Ibid., p.171; Cf. M.U. I, p.669. 
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mandates (Abkam wa Manshurat)+. A number of other 
dignitaries, scholars and learned men from Khawaf are 


also mentioned by him by name.” 


A fourteenth century chronicler, Hamdullah 
Mustawfi Qazwini, writes that the people of Khawaf 
were of the Hanafite sect, law-abiding and very much 
attached to their faith. They were friendly to strangers, 
being given to charity; and they often made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca.? In the 17th century, the author 
of the Zakhirat-ul Khawanin, states that formerly the 
people of Khawaf were known to be bigoted Sunnis. When 
Shah Abbas Safavi, in the beginning of his reign, came 
to Khawaf he forced them to recite tabarra (condemnation 
of the first three Caliphs) as iS customary with Shias, 
but they refused, for which many of them were punished. 
However, the Khawafis later emerged as staunch Shias 
just as they had formerly been bigoted Sunnis. * Thus, 
it appears that religious persecution was initially 


severe in the area and quite possibly it drove some 





1, Haft Iglim, p.173; Cf. M.U., I, 669, 
2. Ibid., pp.174-76,. 


3. Nuzhateal Qulub, tr. G. Le Strange, London, 1919, 
p.152, 


4. Z.Kh., vol. I, pp.195=96, Cf. M.U., vol. I, p.669. 
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Khawafis to migrate, From Zainuddin wasafi, the author 
of Badai-ul waga@di, who was in Khurasan when Shah Ismail 
defeated Shaibani Khan, we learn that it was difficult 


even for Tafzili sunnis to live freely in Khurasan.? 


Shamsuddin Khawafi, was also apparently a victin: 
of such persecution. He was the son of Khwaja ‘Alauddin, 
a leading man of Khawaf.* He came to India sometime 
in the reign of Akbar and became his protege. Soon he 
acquired a position of trust and, in 1595, he was 
appointed Diwan of Kabul. After some time he was made 
the Diwan of the Empire (Diwan-i Kul). In 1598, when 
after a stay of fourteen years in the Punjab, Akbar 
moved to Agra leaving behind the Begums and Prince 
Khurram at Lahore, Shamsuddin was made governor of Lahore 
(Punjab)? He died at Lahore in 1599-1600.4 In spite of 
his being trusted so highly, he never took advantage of 
it. He had a large family whose members acquired 


mansabs and commanded respect.” After his death, the 





1. Zainuddin Mahmud wWasafi, Badai-ul Wagaai, ed. Alexander 
Baldinor, Moscow, 1961, vol. I, pp.2, 3, 4, 19, 20. 
See also Afzal Husain, ‘Growth of Irani Element in 
Akbar's Nobility’, in P.I.H.C., op.cit., p.168 and n 15, 


Z.Kh., vol. I, p.195. 

A.N. III, p, 746. 

Ibid.,: 6.772. 

Z.Kh. I, p.l95; .M.U. II, pp.676-77. 
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charge of the exchequer of the Punjzeb was conferred 
upon his younger brother, Khwaja Momin, again a man 

of good understanding of affairs. His son, Khwaja 
‘Abaul Khaliq, was, in the time of Jahangir, very 
intimate with Mirza Abul Hasan Asaf Khan. During Coup 
d* etat in 1625, Mahabat Khan killed him simply because 


of his intimacy with Asaf Khan,? 


During the life-time of Khwaja Shamsuddin 
Khawafi, his brother-in-law, Mjrak Kamaluddin, who was 
also from a leading family of Khawaf, alongwith his 
son, Mirak Husain, came to India and, apparently on 
the recommendation of Knwaja Shamsuddin, became one 
of the chief servants of Akbar. In India, Mirak Kamalu- 
ddin married one of the daughters of the Saiyids of his 
native city, and had a son Mirak Atdullah. In Akbar's 
time, he received a rank of 700 zat. He was first made 
bakpshi of Ahdis at Kabul and later on was appointed 
a@iwan of Patna, where he died by the close of Shahjahan's 
reign. His first son, Mirak Husain (who had accompanied 
him :rom Khawaf), distinguished himself during the reign 
of Jahangir and held high office. After Shahjahan's 


accession, he became diwan of the Deccan, From that 





day this office is said to have been made hereditary 

in this family. We find that up to the reign of Muhammad 
Shah, the descendants of this family were entrusted with 
this post. Mir Muhammad Husain Khan, a great grandson 

of Mirak Moinuddin Amanat Khan, held the post in 1746; 


he also held the diwani of Asaf Jah's establishment. * 


Mirza Arab Khawafi, a Saiyid of Khawaf, came to 
India Sometime in the reign of Jahangir and he was soon 
appointed wagia nigar-i hugur (Recorder of proceedings 
at the court). Afterwards he was raised to the position 
of an Amir. He had two sons, The first, Mirza 
Shamsuddin was killed during his father's life by his 
own servant while he was engaged in whipping him. > The 
second, Mir Ahmad got important appointments and 
promotions during the time of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb. 
It is said that he was a favourite of Aurangzeb and 
during his reign Aurangzeb gave him the title of Mustafa 
Khan, his rank being raised to 3000/2000.4 He was also 
sent as an envoy to the countries of Balkh and Bukhara.” 
1. M.U., I, pp.258-68. 
2. Ibid., II, pp.79-80. 
3. Z.Kh., II, pp.356-57. 
4. Kazim, p.440. 


5. M.A., p.48. 
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His son was Mir Ahmad Mustafa Khan (the second). For 
some time he was diwan of the household of Nizamul Mulk 


Asaf Jah. He was also appointed to the Deecan,! 


During the reign of Shahjahan anda Aurangzeb, the 
names of a number of other families from Khawaf are also 
recorded. They included those of Mir ‘Askari ‘Aqil Khan, 
Mir Abul Maali, Mutamad Khan Muhammad Salih Khawafi, 
Shaikh Mir Khawafi, Inayat Khan Khawafi, Khwaja Mir 


Khawafi and Khwaja Jahan Khawafi.? 


Among these families, those of Mir Abul Maali 
and Shaikh Mir Khawafi reached the zenith of their power 
and prestige under Aurangzeb. Members of these families 
enjoyed great confidence of the Emperor. A large number 
of their descendants continued in Mughal service up to 


the end of the reign of Muhammad Shah. > 


Thus, the number of Khawafis in the service of 
Mughal Emperors was considerable and particularly during 
Aurangzeb's reign their number was much higher than 


under the preceding regimes (see Chapter IV above). 





1. 2.Kh., Ti, p.357. 


2. For their biographies see M.U. I, pp.748-49, 798-813; 
II, pp.668-70, 742-46, 813-18, 821-23; III, pp.510-11, 


3. See Genealogical Charts at the end of this section. 
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This was perhaps because of this fact that Aurangzeb 
is said to have patronised the Khanazaas?, and the 


Khawafis belonged to the old families, 


Information regarding mansabs and important 





offices held by the Khawafi nobles in different years 
have been tabulated at the end of this section, in 


Appendices A and B,. 


The table shows that during the reign of Shahjahan 
the Khawafis already held some important offices. But 
their ranks were moderate. Khwaja Jahan Khawafi appears 
to be the highest_mansabdar among them with the rank of 
2000/600 and Muzaffar Husain Fidai Khan, son of Mir 
Abul Maali Khawafi, held the rank of 1500/800. No other 
Khawafi is known to have been given the rank of 1000 zat 
and above during the entire reign of shahjahan. * It is 


quite significant that from Akbar to Shahjahan no Khawafi 


1. An interesting event can be cited in this connection, 
One day When Amanat Khan (the second) Khawafi along 
with his son entered the imperial enclosure (sara 
pardah) in the court, an attendant (chobdar) seized 
the son's hand and kept him back, Amdnat Khan in his 
wrath seized the chobdar and brought him to the King 
and said, ‘If the Khanazads are to be insulted by 
such people, what expectation have they of fame and 
honour in the King's service ?' The King out of respect 
dismissed the whole of the guard for that day (M.U. 
I, pp.287-288). 


2. See the list of Khawafi nobles under Shahjahan in 
Appendix-A,. The list has been compiled on the basis 
of M,Athar Ali's Apparatus (op.cit.) and supplemented 
by Maagir-ul Umara’, The numbers with the initial 
letter ‘S* in the second bracket under each entry 
are the serial numbers given in the Apparatus. Figures 
in the first bracket on the other hand shows the years 
of that entry.Athar Ali has wrongly identified Muzaffar 
Husain, the son of Mir AbUl Maali Khawafi, as Tir&ni. 
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was ever given the office of subedaér, whereas under 
Aurangzeb not less than thirteen governorships of 
important provinces were held by the members of different 


Khawafi Cantlied<: 


As we have seen, the office of diwan of the Deccan 
was made hereditary in the family of Mirak Husain Khawafi 
during the reign of Shahjahan; this is corroborated 
by our table which reveals that most of the tire the 
members of this family were entrusted with this post. * 
Under Shahjahan, a number of Khawafis were also appointed 
as bakhshis. Thus, we find that Mirak Atadullah, a son 
of Mirak Kamal, was bakhshi of ahdis in Kabul. Mirak 
Moinuddin Amanat Kban was, at first bakhshi and wagi'a 
nawis of Ajmer and then of Multan. Mir Ahmad Mustafa 
Khan, son of Mir Arab Khawafi, was bakhshi of Lucknow, 
the second bakhshi of prince Aurangzeb in the Deccan was 
“Aqil Khan Mir Askari Khawafi who held the same post 


when Aurangzeb became Emgeror.> 


It appears from the list of Khawafi nobles under 


Aurangzeb (See Appendix-B) that many Khawafis held ranks 





1. See. Appendix-B Khawafi nobles under Aurangzeb. These 
lists have been ~ compiled from Alamgirnama (Kazim) 
Maagir-i- ‘Alamgiri (M.A,.) and Maasgir-ul Umara (M.U.). 


2. Mir Muhammad Husain Khan the son of Mir Abdul Qadir 
Dianat Khan was diwan of the Deccan in the reign of 
Muhammad Shah (See M.U. II, pp.79-80). 


3. See Appendix - A and B and also their biographies in 
the M.U. under each individual. 
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of 1090 zat and above. Shaikh Mir xhawafi was given the 
mansab of 5000/5000 in 1657-58 and his brother Saiyid 
Amir Khan in 1662-63, Khan-i Jahan Bahadur Zafar Jang 
held the rank of 7000/7000 in 1675-76 and his son, 
Sipahdar Khan 5000/3500 in 1706, Khafi Khan rightly 
remarks that the Khawafis prospered more in the reign 

of Aurangzeb than in the reign of any preceding Mughal 


mmperor.? 


It may be pointed out that during Aurangzeb's 
reign the families of Mirak Moinuddin amanat Khan, Shaikh 
Mir and Khaén-i Jahan Bahadur Zafar Jang Kokalt@sh were 
the most prominent. The office of Diwan of Deccan 
was filled successively by members of Amanat Khan's 
family. Amanat Khan was governor of Kabul and his son 
Mir Husain Amanat Khan II was governor of Aurangabad. 

A number of other posts such as diwan-i Khalisa, diwan-i 
buyutat, Mutasadai of the port of Surat, Buyitat-i Rikab, 
and Daftardar-i tan were also in the hands of this 


family. 


Shaikh Mir Khawafi was one of the most important 
officers of Aurangzeb . He died fighting for his master 


during the war of succession in the battle of Deorai 


Ly KK. Il, pe72. 
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against Dara Shukoh. He had the rank of 5000/5000 (2~3h) 
in 1658.2 After his death, Aurangzeb is said to have 
extended much patronage to the members of his family. 

His younger brother, Saiyid Amir Khan, was appointed 
giliadar of Delhi with the rank of 2000/1500 in 1658," 
this was raised later to 4000/3000 in 1659. In 1662-63, 
his rank was further increased to 5000/5000 (1000x2-3h). 
He was appointed subedar of Kabul. > Shaikh Mir‘'s sons, 
Mir Ibrahim and Mir Muhammad Yaqub, were also given ranks 
of 1000/400 and 1000/150 respectively. The former was 


promoted to the rank of 2000/2000 in 1701.4 


The family of Mir Malik Husain Khan-i Jahan 
Koka!ltash was apparently the highest and most respected 
family. As his mother had breast-fed prince Aurangzeb, 
Mir Malik Husain and his brother Mir Muzaffar Husain 
were raised to high ranks and became amirs.” The 
latter held the rank of 4000/4000 and the office of 
Mir Atish.° Khan Jahan became the highest-ranking Khawafi 
1. Kazim, pp.156=57. 

2. Ibid., p.158, 

3. Ibid., pp.345, 661, 842; M.A., pp.38, 71. 

4. Ibid., pp.345, 661, 856; M.A., p.440. 

5. For their biographical details see M.U. I, pp.798-813. 


6. Kazim, pp.202, 634, 847, 1061. 
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officer and obtained governorships of various provinces, 
In 1657-58, his rank was 1000/500 which was raised to 
5000/5000 in 1658-59, He was twice appointed subedar of 
Allahabad (viz. in 1666 and in 1690). In 1674, he was 
again promoted and his rank was increased to 6000/6000 
(2-3h) and was also appointed governor of the Deccan. 

He was also awarded the insignia of Mahi-o-Maratib. In 
1675-76, he was again promoted to 7000/7000.+ His eldest 
Son Muhammad Hasan Muzaffar Khan, later Himmat Khan, 

was given the rank of 2500/2200 in 1687 and was appointed 
subedar of Allahabad. In the same year, his second son, 
Muhammad Husain Nasiri Khan, later Sipahdar Khan, was 


appointed subedar of Lahore. * 


In 1694, he was promoted 

to the rank of 3000/3000 and appointed subedar of Allahabad. 
In 1705, he was given promotion and his rank was raised 

to 4000/3500. Next year (1706), he was again promoted 

and received the rank of 5000/3500. ° A number of other 
descendants of this family were in the Mughal service 


till Muhammad Shah's reign.* 


Besides these large Khawafi families, there were 
a number of small ones too. There were many individuals 


whose family relations could not be traced. They were 





1. M.A. pp.168, 172, 176, 381, 390. 
2. Ibid., p.283; Cf. M.U. III, p.950 gives Deccan, 


3. Ibid., pp.241, 273, 283, 365, 379, 481, 496. See also 
Appendix-B. 


4, See MU. Iii, 949-51. 
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‘Inayat Khan Khawafi, who was a mangabdar of 1000/100 

and diwan of Khalisa. His son-in-law, Padshah Quli 
Tahawwur Khan, was faujdar of Ajmer in 1679, Aqil Khan 
Mir Askari, the son of Mir Muhammad Taqi, held the mansab 
of 1500/509 in 1658-59, and by 1666 he reached that of 
2500/700. In 1681, he was appointed subedar of Delhi. ? 
Mir Ahmad Mustafa Khan xhawafi was a mansabdar of 3000/ 
2000 and Qiladaéar of Gandikota in Karnatak in 1659.“ 
In 1660 he was appointed Mutasaddi of Surat Bore? and 
was sent as an envoy to Balkh and Bukhara in 1664." 
Khawaja Mir Khawafi Salabat Khan and his son Tahawwur 
Khan (Fidai Khan) were also important officers under 
Aurangzeb. Besides holding a number of offices such as 
those of Mir Tuzuk, governor of Awadh, Darogba of 
filkhana (elephant stable), topkhpana and khas chauki , 
Salabat Khan was also twice appointed as Mir Atish. 
While his son Fidai Khan was made faujdar of Saharanpur 
and Darogha of Qurkbana.> In 1659, another individual 
1. See Appendix A and B. 

2. Kazim, p.440; M.A. p.28. 

3. Kazim, p.471. 

4, M.A., p.48. 


5. See Appendix B. For the biographical details of all 
these nobles see M.J. under eac!: individual, 


od 
fo 
— 


Khawafi noble, Mir Rustam Khawafi appears to have been 
promoted to the rank of 1500/1000. In 1666-67 he was 


appointed faujdar and Qarawalbegi of Baroda. ? 


To sum up, whatever might have been the causes of 
their migration, the Khawafis were at par with other 
sections of the nobility, though none of the Khawafi 
families was so politically dominant as the family. of 
I'timad-ud Daula was. Appendices A and B clearly show 
that many important central posts such as Mir Atish, 

Mir Tuzuk, Darogha-i Topkhana, second Bakhshi, and 
Bakhshi of Ahdis; and faujdaris of various sarkars and 
Qiladaris of many important forts were entrusted to them. 
It also appears that they were quite successful in the 
discharge of their services in the provinces. Important 
provinces such as Kabul, Lahore, Gujarat, Bengal and 

the Deccan were Some time or the other put under their 
charge. They also held Diwani offices. Perhaps the 
Khawafis were considered very honest and competent in 


the affairs of revenue in those days, 





1. Kazim, pp.399, 986. 
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The Ma'muris 


One name which occurs throughout the 17th century 
but has eluded detailed scholarly eerutiny ;Mamari. In this 
section the fortunes of individual Mamiaris, and their 
internal relationships are explored, with a view to 
discovering the degree of continuity of rank and influence 
in this particular case. Since the Mamuris were largely 


medium-ranking officials the information in them has large 


gaps. 


In the biography of Mir Abdur Razzaq Mugaffar 
Khan Mamari, the author of Ma'agir-ul Umara’states that 
he was a true Saiyid of Ma'mUrabad, a village in the 
vicinity of Najaf.: This is a more reasonable ascription 
of their native place than the one suggested by the 


modern translator of the Madasir-ul Umara, that the place 





of origin of the Mamuris was a place called Mamura near 


Kabul. 2 Quite obviously Shahnawaz Khan in the 18th 


century was in a fairly good position to know of the 
origin of the Mamuris and his statement may be safely 


1, M.U., vol. III, p.376. No place called Ma'murabad 
is mentioned in Haft Iglim op.cit. or the Raugat-us 
Safa, a comprehensive history of Iran by Mir Khwand; 
nor is it mentioned in Le Strange's The Lands of 
the Eastern Caliphate, op.cit. Mamuria - a village 
in the city of Khurram Shahr and a village of the 
same name in the City of Nishapur are mentioned in 
Farhang-i Jugprafiya-i Iran, Vols. 6 and 9 respectively. 
These references are corroborated by Loghat Name 
Dahkhoda, op.cit., Latter 'M' p.760. 


2. M.U., tr. H. Beveridge, Reprint, Patna 1979, vol. I, 
p.269; he cites Elliot and Dowson's History of India, 
etc. vol. V, p.316, 
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accepted. No connection between Kabul and the Mamiris 


is, in any case, recorded. 


The Mamuris, were, therefore, Iranis, and indeed 
like the bulk of the Irani nobility, they seem to have 
appeared for the first time during the reign of Akbar. 
The first name which we get is that of Mir Abdur Razzaq 
Mamari. Though the Maasir-ul Umara mentions that his 
ancestors had migrated to Indial, we do not find record 
of any earlier member of the family living or serving in 
India. The first reference to Abdur Razzaq Ma'muri 
himself occurs when in June 1586 Qasim Khan led an 
expedition into Kashmir, and Mir Abdur Razzaq Ma'muari 
was posted with him.” In October, 1586 when the imperial 
forces met with a reverse, Qasim Khan sent Mir Abdur 
Razzaq and others in the vanguard, ° In the Same year 
Akbar is said to have introduced certain reforms in the 
administration and dual appointments were made to provin- 


cial offices. Mir Abdur Razzaq Mamiri was appointed 


bakhshi of stba Bihar with Rai Patar Das as its Alwanc” 





1.M.U., III, p.376. 
2. A.N,,III, p.496. 
3. Ibid., p.506, 


4. Ibid., p.511. 


Kw? 
—— 
a 


In 1592, after the rebellion of Mugaffar Shah Gujarati, 
Mir Abdur Razzaq was appointed as Bakhshi of Gujarat.} 
In 1593 he was put under surveillance by Mirza Aziz Koka 
before the latter's escape to Hijaz via port Bilawal 


which was in the jurisdiction of Mir Abdur Razzaq. 


In 1596 Mir Abdur Razzagq Mamuri was sent with 
Qulij Khan to join Qasim Khan in operations against the 
, Raushaniyas and his good service received notice. > He also 
served with Shaikh Farid Bukhari in Bengal for a long 
time as Bakhshi. When Raja Man Singh, subedar of Bengal, 
was ordered to lead an expedition against Mewar, there 
was some disturbance in Bengal. Mir Abdur Razzaq Mamuri 
was arrested by MaStim and Qutlu Lohdni, the leaders of 
the rebellion, in or about 1691, Thanks to the timely 
return of Raja Man Singh who dispersed the rebels and 
further by the chance that the executioner who was 
deputed to kill the Mir was shot dead, his life was 
saved, Afterwards, he went to the court and received 
royal favours.? 

The Tuzuk suggests that he was imperial Bakhshi 


at the time of Akbar's death. Jahangir refers to his 


1, A.N.,III, p.679. 


——_ / 


2. Ibid., p.638. 





3. Ibid., pp.702, 703. 


4. Ibid., III, pp.786-87; Z.Kh. I, p.206; M.U. III, pp. 
376=<77. 


eb) 


—- 
aN 
es 
— 


earlier defection from his own service but the details 

of the service ‘Abdur Razzaq performed with Prince Salim 

are not available, Inspite of his defection Jahangir now 
confirmed him in his post, and granted him the title of 
Muzaffar Khan. He was appointed as second Bakhshi along 

with Khwaja Jahan. In this service he distinguished 
himself,! After some time he was appointed Bakhshi of Prince 
Parvez’ and later on Bakhshi of the court (Bakhshi-i Huzir).° 
In 1609 Muzaffar Khan Mdmuri was sent to direct the 
mansabdars of the army serving in Mewar that they should 

obey the orders of ‘Abdullah Khan, who had replaced 


Mahabat Khan .? 


For some time in 1612, Mugaffar Khan MamUri was 
given the charge of the revenue department in Thatta, 
On the basis of past and current realization, he determined 
the jama’_dami and also assigned jagirs to Mirza Rustam 
Safavi, the newly appointed subedar and his dependants. > 


In 1616-17 he was appointed subedar of Thatta and his 





1. Tuzuk, p.6. He seems first to have joined Prince Salim's 
service, but left it "without cause for reason" for that 
of Akbar; Z.Kh. pp.206=7; M.U. III, 377=78. 








2. Tuzuk, P.7. 

3. Ibid., p.39. 

4. Ibid., p.74, 

5. Ibid., pp.110, 111; Z.Kh., Vol. I, pp.206=207; vol. II, 





pp.24, 211, 3°13 MU. III, p.378. 
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i In 1620-21 he was made 


rank was raised to 2500/1000. 
governor of Agra” and in 1622-23 was assigned the high 
office of Mir Bakbshi.° During the last days of Jahangir's 
reign he was appointed subedar of Malwa. After Jahangir's 
death, Khan Jahan Lodi marching northwards from the Deccan 
seized Malwa from Muzaffar Khan Mamiiri.? After his 
accession Shahjahan assigned Malwa to Khan Zaman, son of 
Mahabat Khan, and Mugaffar Khan Mamuri was obliged to 


live in retirement in the capital.® It is not known when 


he died. 


Mir Abdul Wahab, a younger brother of Mir Abdur 
Razzaq, was a poet and his pen-name was ‘Inayati.! Under 
Jahangir he was made Bakhshi of Jandahar and afterwards, 
when Prince Dawar Bakhsh was appointed subedar of Gujarat, 


he was made Bakhshi of Gujarat. He died heres” 


1. Tuzuk, pp.156, 234, 
2. Ibid., p.337. 

3. Ibid., p.361. 

4, Qazwini, £.131(b); M.U. IIl, p.378. 
S. Lahori I(a), pp.76, 82. 

6. Ibid., pp.126,427. 

7. MU. I, p.140. 


8. Z.Kh. II, p.3047 M.U. I, p.140. 


ry fe) 
A 
£ rt 


Mir Abdul wahab's son Asad Khan Mamiri served in 
Thatta with his uncle Muzgaffar Khan Mamuri. Since Asad 
Khan loved soldierly display he is said to have employed 
a large number of Arghun and Tarkhan youths whom he always 
kept around him at Thatta. When Prince Parwez went with 
Mahabat Khan, in pursuit of Prince Shahjahan, Asad Khan 
was posted with him, Mahabat Khan, after coming to 
Burhanpur, put him in charge of Ellichpur. In the war 
between Adil Shahi commander and Malik ‘Ambar, in 1624 
he went to reinforce Mulla Lari, the Adil sWahi general, 
along with other officers and mangabdars. when the Adil 
Shahis were defeated at Bhatwadi, Asad Khan escaped from 
the battle field and reached Burhanpur. When Shahjahan 
returned from Bengal and besieged Burhanpur, Asad Khan 
helped Rao Ratan in defending the city. As a reward 
of this he was promoted to the post of Bakhshi of the 


2 
Deccan. 


When Khan Jahan Lodi, after the death of Prince 
Parwez, was appointed subedar of the Deccan, he used to 
get up in honour of Aqa@ Afzal Fazil Khan, who was diwan 
of the Deccan, but did not rise for Asad Khan Mamuri. 


Asad Khan is said to have been displeased, since he was 





1. ZeKh. if, p.275. 





2. MoU. I, p.140. 


very conscious of his own status as a Saiyid.? The 
Badshah Nama implies that he held the rank of 2500/1500%, 


at the time of Jahangir's death. 


In the beginning of Shahjahan's reign Asad Khan 
was recalled and came to court, bringing with him 14 
elephants as peshkash. > Shahjahan overlooked his active 
part in the defence of Burhanpur, and in 1629 appointed 
him faujdar of Lakhi Jungle with an increase of 500 zat, 
whereby his rank was raised to 2500/1500. 4 In 1632, 
while holding the rank of 3000/1500 he died at Lahore”. 
According to the Zgakbirat-ul Khawanin a son of Asad Khan 
Mamiri was killed in a Skirmish between Abdullah khan 


Firoz Jang and the Rana in the 4th regnal year of Jahangir.° 


Another Mamiiri officer noticed during Jahangir's 
reign is Mir ‘Abdul Karim Mamuri. It seems that he was a 


noted architect. In 1615 he was sent to Mandu with orders 





1. Z. Kh. II, pe2753_ MoU. I, p.14l. 





2. Lahori, I(a), p.183; This rank was confirmed later by 
Shahjahan, 

3. Ibid., p.197; MU, I, p.141. 

4. Ibid., p.288; but this seems to be a mistake of the 
scribe. In 1627 his rank is mentioned 2500/1500. After 
an increase of 500 gat it should be 3000/1500 which is 
given in the decinnial list, Cf. M.U. I, pp.141-42 
gives 2500/2500, which also seems to be a slip. 

5, Lahori I(a), pp.29>, 397; Z.Kh. II, pp.275-76. 


6. 2.Kh. II, p.68. 
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to construct new buildings for imperial use and to repair 
the buildings of the previous sultans. In about a year, 
Mir ‘Abdul Karim got some old buildings repaired and a few 
new ones Constructed. Besides, he constructed in the 

city a whole new building on which Rs.3 lakhs were spent .° 
When the Emperor visited these buildings he granted to 
Mir Abdul Karim the rank of 800/400 and the title of 
Mamar Khan. > He is also said to have constructed buildings 
at Lahore at an expense of Rs.7 lakhs in 1620. The famous 
poet and historian Chandra Bhan Brahman was in his 


service at Lahore: 


It seems that at the death of Jahangir, Mir Abdul 
Karim was appointed diwan of the Punjab, he was replaced 
in 1631 by Hakim Jamala-i Kashi.> In 1663 he was appointed 
Darogha-i ‘Imarat (Superintendent of buildings) of Agra.° 
In 1634 he was promoted to the rank of 1000/200. ” In 1638 


he was given promotion to 1500/200.° He was employed in 





by Tuzak, “py137. 

2. Ibid., pp.179-180. 

3. Ibid... p62, 

4, Salih III, pp.434, 443. 
5. Lahori I(a), p.407. 

6. Ibid., p.474; I(b), p.76. 
7. Ibid., pp.2-3, 311. 
8 


« Ibid., II, pp.103, 732. 


the construction of the Taj Mahal, along with Mulla 
Mursnid Shirazi Makarmat Khan, In 1655 he is mentioned 
as holding four posts, Bakhshi, Wagia nawis, Daroghna of 
buildings and Mir Bahr of Agra, In these posts he was 


replaced by Muttalib, son of Mutamad khan.” 


An officer of the same clan who rose to prominense 
during the reign of Shahjahan was Mir Abul Fazl Mamari. 
The author of Zakhiratul Khawanin knew him and praises his 
generosity and obliging nature, He held a high status in 
the Deccan. He received favours from Prince Aurangzeb 
during the latter's viceroyalty of the Deccan. When the 
betrothal of Prince Muhammad Sultan with the daughter of 
Qutb Shah was being arranged in 1656 and Qutb Shah's 
mother wished to see the prince, Aurangzeb sent Mir 
Abul Fazl and others to receive and escort her.> Towards 
the close of Shahjahdn's reign he held the rank of 


500/200.° 


In 1658 when Aurangzeb marched northwards to claim 


the throne, Mir Abul Fazl Mamuri was promoted to the rank 





1, Lahori, II, p.330- 
2. Ibid., p.491. 
3, Sadiq Khan, f£.93(a)-(b); K.K. I, p.747. 


4. Salih, III, p.484; M.U. III, pp.503-504,. 


Lal Pr 
dua 


of 1000/4090.) In the battle of Dharmat he served in 
the Vanguard with Prince Muhammad Sultan and Najabat 
Khan. After the battle he was granted the title of 
Mamir Khan and promotion to the rank of 1500/500.° In 


the battle of Samugarh he was again placed in the vanguard 


under the same generals. ? 


It is said that when Najabat Khan subsequently 
showed some presumption, Aurangzeb sent Mir Abul Fazl 
Mamuri who was a very good friend of his to bring him 
to the court, But his persuations were unsuccessful and 
‘ Najabat Khan spok scornfully of the *mperor. Then afraid 
of his conduct being reported, Najabat Khan murdered 
Abtl Fazl and had his corpse thrown outside. Yet Najabat 
Khan was only deprived of his rank and title, no other 


punishment was awarded to him.” 


1, Kazim, p.53, 
2. Ibid., pp.62, 77; M.U. II, p.504,. 
3. Ibid., p.93. 


4. MoU. ITI, pp.505-506. The murder is obliquely referred 
to in ‘Alamgir Nama, on p. 230 where Najabat Khan is said 
to have been deprived of his rank, jagir, the high title of 
Khanei Khanan Sipahsalar and the honour of coming to 
the court for the serious crime (Tagsir-i ‘agim) . 


However, Sadiq Khan Mamuri gives another version, He 

gives the name of the murdered man as Mir Khawafi 

(Sadiq Khan, ff£.101(b), 104(a) ). One can not say 

where the truth lies. In any caSe, Mir Aba] Fazl Mamuri I 
18 not heard of _again. The possibility cannot be 

ignored that by Mir Khawafi, Sadiq Khan meant Abil Fazl 

Mamuri, There is some suggestions of close ties between 

MdmUris and Khawafis, which we shall comment on later. 
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Mir Abul Fazl was survived by a son Mir Abdullah 
who waS a master calligraphist. For some time he served 
as Bakhshi of the army of Firoz Jang. Mir ‘Abdullah's two 
children are also noticed: a son who owing to unemployment 
became a darwesh and a daughter who was married to Jaafar 
‘Ali Khan Khurasani.! Jaafar Ali Khan had earlier acquired 
fame as a son-in-law of Hatim Beg Kifayat Khan. He had 
served under Aurangzeb as diwan of Bijapur,of Haliderabad 
and of Bihar and for sometime as Bakhshi of the army of 
Ghaziuddin Khan Firoz Jang. He died at the beginning of 
Muharmad Shah's reign. Nothing is known about the other 
children of Mir Abul Fazl Mamiri.* But his sister had 
many children. One of her grand children was Fakhruddin 
‘Ali Khan, Fakhruddin Ali's father Mir Abul Fath resigned 
imperial service and took to commerce and oversea trade 
at Cuttack in Orissa.? This is one of the rare instances 
where trade could entice away a member of the Mughal 


nobility. 


Fakhruddin Ali himself was said to be an 
intelligent and enterprising man but not favoured by 
fortune, He was appointed Bakhshi and wagqia nawis of 


Sangamner in the Deccan during Aurangzeb's reign. In the 


1, This marriage reinforces the belief that the 
Mamuris were Iranis. 
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3. Ibid., p.507. 


ee 


reign of Bahadur Shah I he was appointed Qiladar of Surat./ 
He was dismissed in the reign of Farrukh Siyar. When 
Husain Ali Khan Amir-ul Umara came to the Deccan in 1715, 
2n account of his old acquaintance with his family, 


Fakhruddin Ali was appointed faujdar of Bijagarh.- 


In 1724 when Mubariz Khan was appointed subedar 
of the Deccan, he appointed him as governor of Berar. He 
c\ed about the time Nizamul Mulk overthrew Mubariz Khan. 
Shahnawaz Khan, the author of Maagir-ul Umara, says that 
the Mir was closely related to him.? The relationship is, 
however, not described; Shahnawaz Khan was himself an 


Irani, being a Khawafi. 


In the account of 1659 the ‘Alamgirnama mentions 
Isfandyar Khan Mamari as commander of Prince Shuja's 
vanguard in battle against Mir Jumla.? After Shuja's defeat, 
as the prince retreated to Akbarnagar he ordered 
Isfandyar Khan to tuild an entrenchment.” In 1660 the 


latter was sent to Dunapur to check the imperial forces,° 





heiMsU its ps507, 

2. Cf. KK. II, p.852 calls it sarkar Khargaon. 
3. M.U. III, pp.507-508. 

4. Kazim, p.251. 

5. Ibid., pp.496-97. 
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In the battle of Tanda, Isfandyar Khan Mamuri commanded 
the rearguard and sustained serious injuries.? when at 
last Shah Shuja flea to Assam, Isfandyar Khan surrendered 
to Mir Jumla in 1661.° He was apparently accepted in 
service, He was appointed faujdar of Khairabaa. ? According 
to the Tarikh-i Mubammadi, he was given the title of 
Mamur khan. 4 In 1684 after some success in an engagement 
Mamur Khan who had now got the title of Dilir Kh4n, was 


granted a robe of honour, a farman, a tugh and a banner.” 


Isfandyar Khan Mamiri had a son, Muhammad Yar 
Khan who was given his father's title Mdmur Khan in 1684,° 
In 1692 Muhammad Yar Mamur Khan was appointed faujdar of 
Bir being transferred from Aurangabad. He was also given 


a promotion of 400 sawar and thus his rank was raised to 


1500/800.’ In 1701 he is mentioned to have been removed 





1. Kazim, p.523; Sadiq Khan, f£.112(a), 114 (b). 
2, Ibid., pp.554-5. 

3. Ibid., p.863. 

4. TM. op.cit. p12. 

5S. M.A., p.240. 

6. Ibid., p.243. 


7. Ibid., p.347. 
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from the faujdari of Karnatak Bijapur.? He died in the 


Same year, as subedar of Bijapur. 


Two more Mamuri officials of Shahjahan's reign 
namely Muhammad Sadiq holding (supposedly) the title 
Sadiq Khan MamUri and Mir Abul Fazl Mdmiri pose a problem 
for the historian to resolve, They were themselves 
historians whose respective histories of the reignsof 
Shahjahan and Aurangzeb were freely plagiarised by kKhafi 
Khan, The account of Shahjahan's reign was written by 
Sadiq Khan, while from the 2nd R.Y. of Aurangzeb's reign 


till his death the work was compiled by Abul Fazl Mamiri. 


The exact relationship between the two authors 
is not known. Sadiq Khan has given the names of his family 
members, such ag his uncle Mir Muhammad Khan who along 
with his two sons received wounds in the war of succession. > 
Another uncle Baqi Kban was appointed sitibeddr of Agra in 
1648.4 He also claims that Jaafar Khan the well known 
wazir of the early years of Aurangzeb and a member of the 


house of Itimad-uad Daula was an uncle of his. This amounts 





1._M.A., p.441. 

2. ST eMeg Bae. 

3. Sadiq Khan, ff. 9(b), 10(a). 
4, Ibid., £.79(b). 


5. Ibid., ££.100(a), 102(b). 


to a claim that Sadiq Khan was related to Nur Jahan's 
family by marriage. Here, again, it may be noted, kinship 


is claimed with the most eminent Irani family. 


Sadiq Khan offers certain details about himself. 
He was appoiited wagai nawis of Prince Shahjahan's army 
during the expedition against the Rana of Mewar (1614). 
After Shahjahan's accession he was made Sakhshi.* In the 
4th R.Y. (1631) he was appointed superintendent of Ghusal 
Khana. ° In 1642 he was appointed Diwan of Tan, vice Rai 
Mukan4 bas? In 1647 he was promoted to 6000/6005.> The 
other particulars cannot be confirmed; but the last is 
sheer invention.No mansabdar of 6,000 zat of the name of 
Sadiq Khan Mamari is recorded by Lahori or Waris. It seems 
that for some reason Sadiq Khan was given mislcading 
particulars either for self-glorification or possibly 


to escape identification. In this case even the name Sadic 


Khan may be dubious. 


It may well be that this was because Sadiq Khan 


was not sympathetic to Aurangzeb's cause, In 25th R.Y. 


1, S@diq Khan, £.2(b). 
2. Ibid., ff.4(b)-5(a). 
35 “Ibides: £22215). 
4s... Loddws 5 5644) 
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(1651) he says, he was appointed Wagai’ Nigar of the four 
provinces of the Deccan, ! But he had returned to Agra 
before the War of Succession. When Aurangzeb arrived near 
Dholpur, Shahjahan wanted to lead the army personally and 
for that orders were Sent to Dara through Sadiq Khan; but 
the Prince did not agree.” Sadiq Khan and his uhcle 


Mir Muhammad Khan sustained severe injuries in the pattle>. 


After Aurangzeb's accession he was removed from 
the post of Wagi’a nawis of Agra and detained at the 
court. 4 In the 29th R.Y. 1687 Mir Abul Fazl Ma'miiri 
mentions him as alive, being involved in a suspected 
conspiracy with Prince Muazzam.” This makes Sadiq 
Khan's career even more of a puzzle giving him a career 
right from 1614 to 1687. Obviously, there is some 


enormous blunder deception somewhere here, 


Mir Abul Fazl Ma'muri who continued the compilation 
was certainly not the same AbUl Fazl who had served in 


the Deccan during Shahjahan's time (see above). 





1, Sadiq Khan, £.86(b). 
2, Ibid., f£. 98(a). 
3%. -L bid. fe 98 (b). 
4, Ibid,., £.100(b). 


5. Ibid., £.168%{b). 


Ory 
1 ' 
1? 


In the 6th R.Y. 1662 A.D. Mir Abul Fazl Ma'miri 
describes Shaista Khan's Deccan campaign on the testimony 
of the narration of his father who had been in that 


F 1 : : 
campaign. But he does not mention his father's name. 


In 1682 he was, in addition to being Mir-i Saman 
of Burhanpur, he was also appointed Waqai’ nawis. * In 
1685 when Prince Muhammad Azam besieged the fort of 
Bijapur, Mir Abul Fazl Ma'muri was sent there to convey 
some important imperial message to the Prince. > in 3oen 
R.Y. (1693 A.D.) he mentions that he was transferred 
from the post of Darogha-i Buyutat, in which he had been 
eetving fae thirty years, and was appointed Mir Bahr. 
This is in apparent contradiction to his earlier state- 
ment about holding the post of Mir Saman in 1682; but the 
post of Mir Saman was closely connected with the Buyutat 
Department. None of these particulars can be verified 


from other sources; and these too may well be fictitious. 


Our survey of the Ma'muris thus provides some 


answers while it raises others that need more elucidation. 


1. Sadiq Khan, £.130(a). 
2e Ibid,., ££.155 (a)-(b). 
3 Ibid., f£.163 (a)-(b). 


4. Ibid., £.185(b). 


First of all it is practically certain that the 
Ma'muris were Iranis, and almost as certain that they were 
Saiyids of Ma'mur near Najaf. They only married among 
Irani families. Their connexions with Khawafis are, 
however, not clear, though certain hints are suggestive, 
Sadiq Khan seems to call Abul Fazgl Ma'muri, Mir Khawafi; 
Khafi Khan obtained a copy of apparently privately kept 
history of Sddiq Khan and Abul Fazl Ma'muri It which he 
plagiarised; Shahnawaz Khan, a Khawafi, claimed kinship 
with Ma'muris. Even more tantallising is the lack of 
information about the kinship between various officers 
bearing the clan-name Mamuri. It is hoped that these 
may be clarified as records and MSS, are further investi- 
gated. Finally, the curiously fictitious nature of 
biographical details about the two Ma'muri historians 
Sadiq Khan and Abul Fazl Ma'muri II demand adequate 
explanation. while all these matters are for further 
research, the history of Ma'muris within the Mughal 
nobility illustrates once again how once admitted to the 
nobility, members of a family or clan could gc ou 
claiming a place in it for a long time on the basis of 


status that had been once recognised. 


160 
(iv) MIR JUMLA'S FAMILY 


Mir Muhammad Said Mir Jumla is one of the well 
known figures of 17th - century India. An emigrant, 
merchant, administrator and general, he was at once 
an adventurer and a ataresmeis. Jagdish Narain Sarkar 
has given us a definitive biography of the man, based on 
the varied original sources available, persian, “=nslish 
and Dutch, Bee? It is, therefore, not necessary here 
to go over the same ground again, and a summary state- 


ment of the main facts of his life may suffice. 


ir Muhammad Said Ardistani was a native of 
Ardist3n near Isfahan.” His father was a petty oil- 
merchant, Yet he found an opportunity to acquire sone 
knowledge of letters which apparently helped him to 
secure the office of a clerk to a diamond merchant 
who used to trad with Golkeivdas He then accom 4arie? 
another Pe:sian merchant as his personal attendant and 
incharge of his horses in a voyage to India.” Later 


gossip held that he was compelled to sellinc shoes 








1, Bernier, p.16. 

2. The Life of Mir Jumla - The General of Aurangzeb, 
(Second edition), New Delhi, 1979 thereafter ser 
Mir Jumla). 
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in the streets of Golkonda during i:is carly days. He, 
however, soon established himself at Golkonda primarily 
as a great merchant and subsequently entering 2utbshahi 
service ortained the title of 'Mir Jumla' which “enote 
his position as the princip ol minister or qenera.. fir 
was particularly responsible for Qutvshahi occuoAtion 
of parts of the Vijayanagar Empire (Karnatak), and the 
Qutbsh@hi Karnatak became ;ractically his private 
kinadom. This was bound to excite jealousy at the 
Qutrshahi court; and "fr Jumla in turn turned to the 


2 
4uchals for protection, 


It wis in 1656 that Mir Jumla threw himself under 
the rrotection of Shahjahan who, after the successful 
invasion of Golkunda by Aurangzeb, granted him initially 
the rank of 5000/5000, while his son Muhammad Amin 
obtained that of 2000/1000.° Subsequently, he war 
granted the title of Muazzau Khan and the rank of 
6000/6000 and he was appointed to the high office of 
wazir of the Mughal Empire.” On the accession of 


Aurangzeb he was promoted to the mansab of 7000/7: 00 
HUES TEES S. 





Manucci, I, pp.232-32. 


wo oe 
e 


- Bernier, pp.18-20; Jean BaptisteTavernier, Zravels in 
India (1640-67) tr. V. Ball, 2 vols. London 189, 
vol. I, p.165. 


3, Waris, p.312; &.U., III, pp.531-32. 
4, Ibid, p.346, 350; Ibid., pp.534-35. 
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and was deputed to lead the army against Prince Shuja‘ 
in the is After the successful conclusion of the 
Campaign, he was granted the title of Khan~i khandn 
Sipatesicn.” He then led an invasion of Assam, but 


: : : 2 
on his return, Gied at Khizrpur in kuch Bihar in 1663, 


Mir Muhammad Amin, the only son of Mir Juinla, 
was an important noble of Golkunda Kingdom wher the 
latter was at the height of his power. He had a consi- 
derarle following at court and acted as ceputy of hic 
father when he was absent in earnatak.” When Mir Jumla 
transferred his allegiance to Shahjahan, Mir Muha ramad 
Amin was imprisoned by Qutb Shah alongwith his family 
and his property was confiscated. He was subsequently 
released under the pressure of Aurangzeb's forces 
which invaded Golkunda, He waited upon Prince Sultan 
Muhammad (Aurangzeb's son) near Haidersbad,> It was 
in the 30th R.Y. of Shahjahan (1656) that Muhammad Ainin, 
along with his father, entered Mughal service, But 


on account of heavy rains and of his sudden illness 
1, Kazim, pp.218-19, 233; 266-67; Bernier, pp.79-89. 
ibid, . “pss6ai VMawurd, ££. 118 (aos) 


35 Ibid., -p.812s Loi. £.129(b)> Bernier, n.i73 ee 
ITI, pgoo4, 


4, Waris, p.365; Mamari, £,95(a); M.U. III, p.613. 
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he had to stay behind at Burhanpur while his father 
went to the court. After some time came to court and 
received a Kbil&t and the title of Khan." In the same 
year Mir Jumla was sent to the Deccan to be an 
auxiliary of Prince Aurangzeb in the Bijapur Campaign. 
Muhammad Amin, being promoted to the rank of 3009/1000 
was appointed deputy wazir on his father’s behal’ at 
the eeupe.” Thus Mir Jumla's family, from the very 
beginning of its arrival at the Mughal court, was given 
a very high position. In 1657 (31st R.Y.) Muhammad Amin 
Khan, in addition to the office of deputy wazir, was 
appointed Mir Bakhshi; his rank was increased to 3000/ 
. 1500 and a bejewelled pen-case was granted to hams 
Meanwhile Shahjahan fell i11 and, D&ar& Shukoh being 
nominated as his successor, it was difficult to retain 
Mir Jumla, suspected to be the partisan of his rival 
Aurangzeb, as wazir. He was therefore removed from the 
office of wazir towards the «nd of September 14557 fer 
having acted against certain orders, His son, Muhammad 
Amin Khan, who had been acting as his deputy wazir was 


forbidden from going to the office.* 


1. Waris, p.3637 M.U., III, p.613. 


2, Ibid., p.365; Cf. Mamtri, £.95(a) Where his rank is 
given 3000/3000. 


3, Mamari, £.96(a); Cf. M,U. III, pp.613-14. 


4, Mix Jumla, p.177. 
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In December 1657 Mir Jumla was recalled to the 
court. Lut Aurangzeb, loath to lose aid of Mir Jumla's 
forces, persuaded him to remain with him in the Deccan. 
Since Mir Jumla was not pesay to defy the imperial 
order he was arrested (January, 1658) and sent as a 
prisoner to the fort of Daulatabad.' on the other side, 
Muhamaad Amin Khan was imprisoned in Agra by Dara 
Shuloh simply on the charge of neglect of duty bu? 
actually on the suspicion of Mir Jumla's collucion with 


Aurangzeb in the Deccan. But shortly afterwards he was 


: 2 
released from confine.nent. 


After Aurangzec's accession Muhammad Amin wes 
was raised to 1000/3000.> In the 2nd RY. his renrn 
was increased to 5000/4000'; and further to 5000/5000" 
in the Sth R.Y. In the 7th R.Y. (1664) 1000 of his 
sawar- rank was made do-asp:_sih-aspa.° im the Toh 
R.Y. (1667) he was sent to suppress the uprising cf 


— I= , ; ; 
the Yusufzats. Though before his arrival, Shamucher 








1. Kazim, +.84; Mdmuri £. 96(a). 

- Ibid.; Ibid., f£.98(a), 100(a); C£.S-rnier, rp.41-42, 
3, Ibid., pp.111-12, 119; Cf. mamiri, £.100(a). 
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Khan Tarin had defeated the Afghans, Muhammad Amin too 
entered their territory and devastated their country 
before returning to Lahore. Soon after he was appointed 
Subedar of Lahore in succession to Ibrahim Khan Zig’ 


and the office of Mir Bakhshi, which Muhammad Amin was 





still holding, was now assigned to Canishmand Khan’. 
In 1667, iuhammad Amin reccived royal orders to treat 
‘abdullah Khan (the expelled ruler of Kashghar) with all 
respect and care and to give him 50,000 rupees from the 
public revenue besides a large amount and some articles 
as offering on his own pehaie > In the 13th R.y. (1679) 
he was appointed subedar of Kabul.’ In the same year 
Jaafar Khan the wazir died and Asad Khan was deputed as 
acting wazir until a suitable person was found, The 
choice fell on Muhammad Amin Khan. In the 14th R.Y.(1671) 
he came to the court. Inspite of his business capacity 
and his ripe judgement was wellknown, he was reputed to 
be haughty and reckless, He accepted the office of 


wazir on certain conditions which were not acceptable 


to the Emperor. The offer was, therefore, withdrawn, and 


1. Kagim, p.1065; M.A. pp.62-63; Maamiri, £.139(a) states 
that Muhammad AMin Khan was appointed_subed&r of 
Lahore in addition to the office of Mir Bakhshi and 
was then sent to Chastise the Yusufzai Afghans. 


2. Kazim, p.1067; M.A. , p.64. 
3. M.A., p.64. Similar orders were also sent to Mumtaz 
Khan, stibedar of Kashmir and other governors and 


faujdars on his route. 


4, Ibid., p.104; M.U. ,III, p.616. 


he was granted leave to go back to Kabul, though he did 
receive a special robe of honour (Kbilat-i kKbasga) and 


Cc. 
the elephant Alam Guman with silver trappings. ? 


In the 15th R.Y. (April 1672) Muhammad Amin 
Khan had to face a serious Afghan uprising. He was 
worsted in a battle on the Kbyber Pass. His young son 
‘Abdullah Khan was killed in battle, while his young 
daughter and some of ladies of his family were captured 
by the Afghans and only released on payment of heavy 
ransoms,* It is said that inspite of having come to 
know that the Afghans, on hearing of his designs to 
march from Kabul to Peshawar, had closed the roads, 
Muhammad Amin in his arrogance paid no heed to it and 
after crossing the Khyber marched on into their terri- 
tory. The Afghans attacked on all sides and great 
slaughter occurred among the Mughals. Muhammad Amir: 
Khan wanted to sacrifice his life but his servants led 
him away .> This great reverse destroyed his reputation, 
and Aurangzeb did not give him another chance against 
the Afghans which he sought from the emperor. His rank 


was reduced from 6000/5000 to 5000/5000 and he was 


1. M.A., p.111; M.U. III, p.617. 


2. Ibid.,pp.117-18;Manucci, II,pp.200-201, also see 
M.U. III, 617-18. 


3. M.A., p.118. 


appointed stbedar of Gujarat with-ut being allowed a 

visit to the court.’ He served there for a fairly lung 
period. In the 22nd R.Y. (1679) an order was sent to him 

to come with his contingent to Ajmer to take part in 

the campaiyn against the Ragas” Muhammad Amin was 
consequently granted the honour of paying homage to the 
emperor at Ajmer in the beginning of the 23rd R.Y. (October 


1679), and he was well rewarded alongwith his officers. > 


In February 1680 he took leave at Chittor for 
Ahmadabad and at the time of departure he was granted 
a robe of honour, a horse and an elephant. In tn- 25th 
R.Y.. on 16 June, 1682 he died in Ahmadabad while still 
its sibedar., He was burried within the Bhadra citauel.> 
Like his father, he too left large property including 
70 lakhs of rupees, 1,35,000 ashrafis and Ibrahimis, 


76 elephants, 432 horses, 117 camels, 114 mules, ten 


chests of Chinaware of all kinds, 60 carts (rahkala), 


1. M.A., p.1i2i; M.U., Lili, pp .618-19. 
2. Ibid.; Ibid. 
3. Ma&ama@ri, ff. 151(a)-(b). 


4. M.A.,p.189; Cf. Ali MULammad KhyMirit-i Ahmadi, ed. Syed 
Nawab Ali, bareda, 1927-23, vel. 1p 24 2,MU. 1, p 619. 

5. Mirat-i Ahmadi, I, p.302; Cf. M.A. p.219 gives 4 
June. His tomb and a mosque adjacent to it are still 
extant in the Bhadra fort near the Kutcheri gate. 
The tomb has been transformed into a residence and 
the mosque into the office; See M.S. Commissariat, 


A History of Gujarat, Bombay, 1957, Vol.2, p.183 


(hereinafter see Commissariat). 
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one maund of shot, and 54 maunds of gunpowder. These 
possessions were brought from Ahmadabad to the court 

and seized by the imperial gaees.* In Delhi, Muhammad 
Amin Khan had a haveli (mansion) which after his death 

was voresented in 1686 Mahabat Khan Haiderabadi~, In 
Ahmadabad, Muhammad Amin Khan had laid out a garden 

with great trouble and planted various kinds of fruit 
trees. Ne are informed that Aurangzed was fond of choice 
mangoes of this garden and sent orders to the new governor 
Mukhtar Khan S@bzwari asking him to furnish details 

of the income, expense, area of the land (garden), 
buildings, number of trees etc. of this garden.” About 

the wealth of Muhammad Amin Khan, Manucci on the testimony 
of the Khan's own secretary says "without drawing pa, 

or income from the king, he could of himself, with 

the rank he had, maintain twelve thousand horsemen for 
eighty years". It may be noted that Muhammad Amin Khan, 
after his father's death, had been looking after the 
latter's business through his agent or broker 'Mier 


Mameth Hosseyn Taffa Tappa’ (Mir Muhammad Husain 


1. M.A.,p.226; C£. M.U., ITII,p.619 does not mention horses, 
Camels, mules and other things. The Mirat-i Ahmadi, 
I, pp.304-5, mentions only 59 horses _of which 17 old 
and deformed ones were sold by the diwan of the sUtbah 


and the remaining 42 horses were sant to the court. 
fe MA. ps 272; 
3. Mirdt-i Ahmadi, Vol. I, p.305, 
4, Manucci, vol. II, pp.201-202, 
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Tabatabai). Even four years after Mir Jumia’s death, 
Muhammad Amin Khan enjoyed high repute there at 
MaSulipatam his agent Taptapa (Tubatabhai?) virtually 
acted as master of the port and bought and sold and 


loaded and unloaded cargo free of every impost.? 


Muhammad \min Khan was proud and -elf-conceited 
by his nature’ but at the same time he was known for honesty 
and truth. He 
/nad a wonderful memory. He memorized the Quran in u 
very short time during his governorship of Ahmadabad 


and attained the privilege of being designated a ‘Hafiz’ 


by the Imperor himself.? 


Regarding his religion we are told tnat he :.<¢ 
& ehie ( Lmamiya) and his bigotry had reached sucr i. 
extent that he did not admit Hindus to privacy. /f 2ny 
of the great Rajas, who could not be aenied, came tu 
sce him, he afterwards had the house washed and 
Carpet removed; and he changed his clothes!” Pf Manace? 
may be relied upon, Muhammad Amin Khan is Seid to jaye 
denied the common people in ‘\hmadabad the right to 


offer their prayers in the same mosque at th: time of 


1. Bernier, p.195; bP... (1655-60), 7.187. 


2. M.A. 2193 Manucci, II, p.179 also calls him a 
haughty and far from genial. 


3. M.AA., p.21937 M.!i. 1II, p.620, 


4. tide, TL P2680. 


370 


his prayers. This caused great resentment among the 
people wl.. mobbed the Khan, when h- cam out of tte 
mosque, and the Khan was »cbliged to hide in a neign- 
bouring house. He reported the incident to the -mveror; 
but the latter censured him for his haughtiness. Mir 
Muhainnad Amin Khan died within a short time of this 


1 
occurrence. 


A similar incident of mass agitation mn which 
- “ C- . : r 
the subedar was mohbdud on the day of Id, while returning 
from the prayers, has peen recorded in Mirat-i Ahmadi 


; : ‘ 2 : 
under this year but in a different context. Manucci, 





1. Manucci, vol. II, p.202. 


2. Miradt-i Ahmadi, vol. I, pp.300-301 mentions tiet in 
the year 109 AH., a severe famine took place in 
Ahmadabad due to scircity of food. Dearness of cereil- 
and foodgrains rose to ~uch Qa extent that people 'ifterrs, 
afflictions for want of bread, By chance, “Id ful! 
during these days. The Khan had gone out for prayers. 
On his return to the city throudch the bazar, peonl-, 
mo had come out for_the celeberation, gatnere waurelousy 
his carriage (sawari) and begin to lament about the 
aearness and scarcity. A mischievous person named 


Abur Bakr was present in that mob and he indve rd wd 
excited masses to riot. !lunhammad Amin khan went ty the 
fort and a report of it wis sent to the Emper vr ‘it 


Aurangabad where he had recently arrived, M.A. >». 17). 
The Emperor was enraged and issued an order to liahamrud 
Amin Khan to put AbU Bakr to death as a leader of 
rioters. The Khan arranged a banguet to which ’bu 
Bakr was also invited. After the food was over, 
Muhammad Amin Khan cut a melon, whicn was speci.lly 
kept ready for the Shaikh and personally offered 
him a few poisoned sliccs, As soon as the Shaikh ate 
them, his condition changed and iimediately left the 
banquet. He died soon after reacning home; sev 
3.3. Rajyagor : History of Gujarat, New Delhi, i 6&2, 
De 2734 


cee! 


seems to have been confounded, the latter incident with 
a real or imaginary protest against his ban on prayers 


in the mosque during his own presence, 


Although apparently a failure on the milit:ry 
front, amin Khan earned the reputation of a successful 
and competent administrator during his governorship of 
Gujarat. Aurangzeb himself is said to have remarked 
that Sthe management and law and order as established 
by Muhammad Amin Khan in this Suba were not obtained at 
any time under any of the shbedars?,? It was pernanus 
as a result of Aurangzeb's high assessment of his 
capac.ties that Amin Khan helé the governorship ot 
Gujarat for as many as ten years’; a tenure which nad 
never been enjoyed by any of his predecessors. ° An 
account of his administration is provided by the !lirat-i- 


Ahmadi, on which the following description is base. 


In 1673, after his arrival in Ahmadabad, “min 
Khan, in compliance with imperial orders, condon2i 
arrears of previous years due from peasants in the 


Kbalisa and Jagirs and thus saved the peasants fron 


1. Miratei Ahmadi, I, p.303. 

2. From 11th June 1672 to 16th June i682 (4th Safir 
1983 AH. to 20th Jamad II 1093 a.M.), se2 MiA., 
pp. 121, 219, 


3. Commissariat, II, p.177. 


much harussment. As for the dues of the immediately 
preceding ;ear it was ordered that these should he 
demanded only from those who were in a position to 

be brought 
pay, and those who had fled should back and restore? 
to their iande 2 Shaudharies and Mugqaddams were taking 
villages 91 tarm, causing much oppression on the 
peasants. in imperial order was is. ued to th» Diwan O£ 
the suba to the effect that tax-farming should cease 
in b-th Khaliga and jagirs and the prohibited ces-ves 
should not be demanded from the peasants (riaya). The 


Amins in parganasS were also ordered to act in accordance 


with these orders. 


During the governorship of Amin Khan, a numo-r 
of imperial orders arrived in Gujarat exhibiting 
Auracgzep's anxiety to appeal to Muslim law in financial] 
and revenue matters. Imposition of Jizya on the non- 
muslim subjects of the empire and the collection of zakat 
from the Muslims were the two major steps taken 35 part 


of this policy. The collection of Zakat was revived to 


avoid loSs occuring to the treasury as many Muslims on 





1, Mirat-i Ahmadi, vol. I, pp.290-91, 


2s. Tbidsy p.292. 


whom the payment of gakat was compulsory evaded it hy 


pa 


mixing up their own gnods with those of the non-Muslims. 


yl 


In 1672 amia Lh 


—_— 


m1 received an order that Muhammad 
Sharif, the Jazi and Muhtasib of the city should 6 
provided with footmen (piyaddas) to enforce Islamic 


. . Sa tg f-, 2 
regulations (Ahkam-i Sharai). 


Amin Khan seems to have taken particular intcerecst 
in the promotion of trade in Gujarat. In 1677 a number 
d Surat merchants, headed by Mirza Mua@zzam, approeched 


him at hmadabad for assistance against the opprescions 


of Griyasuddair rhe 


— 


mn, tie customer (mutasaddi) of wuret. 
The merchants also went to the Emperor and conseyuently 


Ghiyasuddin Khan was recalled and Muhammad 3og Wes 


appointed as customer of Surat port.” In the same yvear 


@ roval order was enforced in Ahmadabad against the 
monopolization of trade by a caste. In the muhal ot 
Ahmudivad mint (bor-ug ‘sarb Ahmadabad), a grour ok 


wire-drawers (Gudazgaran-i Tarkash) belonging t» the 
> 


Srimal caste monopolised the profession and did not 


1. Mirat-i Ahmadi, vol. I,pp.296-300 gives a detailed 
account of Jizya and gakat, including mode of the 
collection of Jizya and conditions for the realization 
of zakat. Nearly five lacs of rupess were collected 
annually in Jizya from the gimmis in Gujarat. 


2. Miratei Ahmadi, I, p.291. 


3. ~ir Charles Fayvcett (ed.) The inglish Factories in 
India, (New series), Oxford, 13936, vol. i, pp. ‘S3-%1. 
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allow anyone to enter their profession. The order 
condemned this monopoly saying that prohibition oi 4 
tride is not p:rmitted in religion(Shar@) and demanded 
that it be set aside.+ Similarly, in 1680 anvther roya! 
order granted exemption, from the gakat tax, to tne 
buvers of horses. ~ 

uring his viceroyalty Amin Khan also bestowest 
much attention on the conservation of public monuments 
and repairs to fortifications. In 1673 an amount of 
Rs.8,250 was sanctioned from the royal treasury for tue 

c e) 

rest ration of the fort of Azgamabad.~ Similarly, an 
am vunt of 992 rupees was given from the roy2l treicury 
for repairs of a mosque built by Haibat Khan in tne 
city. Again the fort of JUnagarh which was ina stute 
of decay was also ordered to be repaired.* In love, it 
was found that the city-walls of Ahmadabad and some of 


the -uildings of the royal palaces in the Buadra fort 





1 Mare tad Ahmadi, I, pp.292-23. 
24: TOL) Besos. 


Be ibid, vol. I, p.290. This fort was built 
5’ gam Khan, after himself, the_subedar of Gijarat 
during Shahjahan's reign, on the banks of the 
Vatrak river to overawe the rebellious kolis of 
the region and to keep them under cuntrol. The ruins 
of the fort are still visible at the village of 
Agamabad Kot-wadi' in the Kapadwa.j ta'lugga of 
the Kaira district. See Suppleme::t to the Miretet 
Ahmadi, ed, Syed Nawab Ali, Baroda, 1930, 2190 
also Commissariat, vol.2, p.12C, 181. 





4, Miradt-i Ahmadi, vol. I, p.291. 
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had .egan to fall. The Diwan of the sUba was ordcr-_d 

to pay 2,900 rupees, according to the estimates, for 
their repairs from the treasury. The next year, 1580 
rupees were also sanctioned (tankhwah gardid) for repairs 
to the college (madrasa), the mosque, the hamam and the 
hospital (dar-ush .hif&) constructed b~ Saif Khan, tne 


sibedar of Gujarat during Jahangir's reign. 


3esides restoration and repairs to the old 
monuments, a number of new buildings were also constructed, 
beth for utilitarian and religious purposes, gduri.ig 
Amin Khan's period of vieecoyalty. In 1676, a mosaue und 
a sarai in the town of Dohad, the birth-place of 
Aurangzeb, were constructed under the superivision of 
the Darogpa Muhammad Beg. ¢ sum of 76,300 rupees was 
spent over their construction. > 

3esides Amin khan, Mir Juma had several 
daughters. He wanted to marry one of them to Saiyia 
Nigamuddin Ahmad (of Mecca} and another to Jaiyid 
Sultan Karbalai (of Najaf), who were brought by Hir 


Jumla to Haiderabad. As the two Saiyids were highly 


1. Mirat-i Ahmadi, vol. I, p.291. 
2... Ibid. p.292. 


3. Ibid. 0.291. This square walled structure still 
servives in Dohad and is now utilised for government 
offices and similar purposes, See Commissariat, 

Vol. 2e DelSZ and fon. 11, , 
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educated and of noble lineage, + Qutb Shah himself 
resolved to marry his two daughters to them. This was 
perhaps an additional reason for Mir Jumla's 

displeasure with Qutb Shah. But on the day of the 
proposed marriages there occured a hot discussion 
between Saiyid “hmad (Mir Ahmad Arab of M.U. IIT, p.5?0) 
the elder son-in-law of Abdullah Qutb Shah who had the 
Management of government affairs and also arranged the 
marriage, and Saiyid Sultan. The situation took a 
serious turn So much so that Saiyid Ahmad threatened his 
father-in-law that he would induce Aurangzeb to wipe out 
his kingdom in case the marriage took place. ‘iaiyid Sultdn 
thereupon set fire to the preparations. The marriage 
with Saiyid Sultan was therefore abondoned,. In 1664 

he joined Mughal service and was granted the rank of 
1509/7 600 and 12000 rupees along with ten horses.” in 
1665 his rank was increased to 1500/7004 and he was 


married to the daughter of Muhammad Amin Khan”. In 1666 





1. Saiyid Nizamuddin Ahmad was the son of the sister 
of Shah Abbas II and Saiyid MaStm; he was educated and 
brought up at Mecca. Saiyid Sultan was the disciple 
of Saiyid Masiim and belonged to a very high Saiyiad 
family. See Mir Jumla, op.cit., Appendix-D, pp.73-74 
and note; Cf. M.U., III, pp.619-20. 


2. MU. III, pp.619-20; Cf, Mir Jumla, p.373. 
3. Kazim, pp. 840, 843, 
4. Ibid., p.870. 


Se SDids, pre re.. 


Se 
he was promoted to the rank of 2000/7007, Nothing 
more is Known about him. A brother of Saiyid Sultan, 
Mir Abbas appeers to have been granted permission for 
returning to his native country (i.e. apparently Iran) 
in 1676; he was given a khil&t and an inam of 2000/- 


2 
rupees. 


No male member of Mir Jumla's family after the 
death of Muhammad Amin Khan, appears to have survived. 
Mirza Abdullah the only son of Muhammad Amin Khan had 
already been killed by the afGneas.- A brother-in-law 
of Muhammad Amin khan named Mirza Sultan* is also said 
to have been killed alongwith Mirza ‘Abdullah. The only 
male member of the family, though not from the direct 
line of Mir Jumla, a son of Muhamaad Amin Khan's sister 
was Saiyid Muhammad. He was perhaps in the service of 


his maternal uncle in Ahmadabad when the latter was tne 


1, Kazim, p.880. 
2. MN.A., p.l4l. 


3. Ibid.,117-18; Manucci, vol. II, pp.200-201; 
MoU, LIZ, pp.617-18. 


4, Manucci, vol. II, p.20:. It seems that Mirza oultan 
and Saiyid Sultan are the same person, and Manucci 
is wrong to call him 'brother-in-law' in place of 
‘son-in-law'., It is true, as we have seen above, 
that Saiyid Sultan in the beginning was betrothed 
to one of the sisters of Muhammac Amin; but the 
marriage could not be materialized. Further, in 
1676 Saiyid Sultan's brother Mir Abbas appears to 
have taken leave for home. This also suggests that 
perhaps after his brother's death in 1672 he had to 
leave India. 


sUbedar of Gujarat. Because Saiyid Ahmad is found to 
have returned to the court in 1683 after the death of 
Muhammad Amin Khan. He was granted audience and a robe 
of honour (ypilat).? Later he was sent alongwith 
Mughal Khan and other generalg? Fight against Durjan 
Singh Hara. Nothing more is known of him and the 


other members of the family after tnis date. 





1, MeAss D223. 


2. Ibid., p.228. 
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fa) Mirzas of Qandahar 


The Mirzas of Jandahar belonged to the family 
of the jafavid rulers of Iran. In India they were known 
as Gandahdris on account of their having held vandahar 
before coming to india. The family come to India with 
Mirza Rustam jatavi and his elder brother Mirza Muzaffar 
Husain Safavi, They were the great-grandsons of Shah 
Ismail Safavi, and their father Sult@n Husain Mirzaé was 
a son of Bahram Mirzd, a son of hah Ismail jafavi. 
Sultan Husain was governor (wali) of Qandahar, Zamindawar 
and Garmser, which extended up to river Hirmand, during 
the re’gn of shah fahmasp (1524-76), Later in the reign 
of Khuda Yanda (1577-86) after Sultan Husain's death, 
Sandahar was assianed to Muzaffar Husain Mirza, while 
the territory of Zamindaéwar and Garmser was made 9ver to 
Rustam Mirza. The other two brothers Abu Sa'id Mirza 


5 ‘ So dae Jka ‘ - o ccphd bs ena 1 
and snanjar Mirza lived with Mirza Rustam at Zamindawar. 


-_ t.. —_— = 
Both the Akbar Nama and the Tarikh-i Alam Arai 
¢ -— - * ‘ _- . 
“bbasi say that the two brothers, Mirza Muzgaffar Husain 
and Mirza Rustam, did not have cordial relations with 


each other, As compared to Jandahar Mirza Rustam's 





14. Phare, ee Rae 
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territory of yamindawar and Garmser did not 7ield much 
incon. ‘therefore, he was anxious to annex other 
territcries; this was naturally onposed by Muzaffar 
Husain Mirza. The brothers fought time and ayain and 
hoth sustain=dad great tosses in officers and men. Their 
Situition was made further ditficult by the proximity 
of the Uzbeks, who noced a constant threat to the 
secur'ty of their territories, Finally the apnvoroich of 
the “Mughal forces in the region made their position 
almost untenable. Mirza kustam Safavi was the first to 
accent Mughal inducements in 1592-93, when he found 
that during his absence on a hunting expedition, 
Zamindawar had been seized »y Muzaffar Husain Mirza. 

In 1595 Muzaffar Husain Mirza himself found the 

squeeze on him from the Uzbeks and the Mughals too hard 
to bear. Preferring to make terms with the Mughals, he 
handed over the possession of Qandahar to them. Both 
the brothers arrived at Akbar's court with a large 
retinue. On their arrival they were welcomed and 2scor- 
ted to the emperor by important nobles like Asaf Khan, 
Abdur Rahim Khan-i khanan, Mirza Jani Beg, Mirza ‘Aziz 
Koka and “ain Khan Kokal tash.” Mirza Rustam was granted 


—— tt 


a mansab of 50uU0/1500, and Mirza Muzaffar Husain that 


1. AAA. I, pp. 478-487; ..N., III, pp. 645-46, 
VO—71, 





of 5000/4000. They were assigned jagirs in Multan, 
Baluchistan and Sambhal. Mirza Rustam was also appointed 
as subedar of Multan; Mirza Muzaffar Husain was honoured 


i 
with the title of Farzand. 


The reception and the high ranks (for 5,000 zat 
under Akbar waS an exceptional one) directly granted to 
the two brothers needs some explanation. ‘fhe Akbarnama 
says that Mirza Rustam Safavi was granted the mansab of 
5000 zat and a cash award of one kror of tankas together 
with a large jagir in order to persuade Mirza Muzaffar 
Husain Safavi to join Mughal service. When the latter 
arrived he was also awarded equal gat rank but was 
given a larger sawar rank of 4009 sawair.” The sawar 
rank was higher than that of Mirza Rustam, because 
Muzaffar Husain had handed over such an important region 
as Qandahar ana Zamindawar to the Mughals, while Mirza 
Rustam had come empty-handed, But the honour accorded 
to the two Mirzas probably went farther than the matter 
of Qandahar, important as it was. The Mughals had an 
inward sense of respect for the status of the Safavid 
rulers, and it was seen as a great elevation of Mughal 


prestige if members of the Safavid house could be 


rary 
> 


N. III, pp. 646, 671. 


et 


4.U.,1I1I, 296-302; 435-37. 
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.N. III, 646; Ain-i-Akbari, Blochmann (ered De 


——— 
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3. M.U., III, 296-302. 
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brovart into Mughal service. Thus not on?’ were the 
Janduhar Mirzis accorded high ranks, but marriages of 
their daughters and grand-daughters with Mughals readily 
acceded to. The Jafavid family continued t) enjoy tiigh 
prestige at the Mughal court in later times also. ./hen 
in the 48th R.Y. of aurangzeb (i.e, 1703-4 AD) Mirza 
aa Naqi Satay, a grand-son (by daughter) of Shah “bbas 
Itarrived at Surat, he was paid 500U0/- Rupe2s from the 
treasury of the Surat Port as Travelling allowances, and 
upon hic arrival at the Mujhal court he was granted a 
mansab of 3000/1000. He was also appointed as 3rd Baknshi.’ 
Later, in the SOth R.Y. (i.e. 1706-1707 AD) his nephew 
Mub imin. dQ Muhsin came from Lran and did homage to the 
Nughal court.“ But he is not found to have been awarded 


any rank or office. 


ef{lor its arrivil the fumily of the Juandihar 
Mirzas established matrimonial relations with many 
important Iranian families and also succeeded in marrying 
many of their daughters with Mughel Princes. The only 
daughter of Mirza Mugatrar Husain, Qandahari Mahal, was 


: 3° doko ose 
marric:cd to Prince Khurram, Mirza Rustam's two daughters 


te Mass De @97s. Bak.5. Tl, e572. 
2s Upids, ps 513, 


3, Lahori, F (a), spy 389-90; 


J 
x 


a 


were married t», Prince v-ultan Parvez, the son of 


eae = Se Mea! 
JSahaasir «wid 2erane > onth sonuga’, che son of bihjahan™. 
Prine? suringze> marriel di) r 1s Bino 3%2equm, the 
daughter of Mirza shahnsa iz Khan Jafavi, son of Virza 


eve 3 = ar = Z 
2ustam $jafavi. The other daughters of shannawaz xhan 


1 
‘ 


were married to Prine:s murdad Bakhsh and hah ohuyi®, 
ln the reign of Aurangzeb also many princes took brides 


: F B: 
frou. this f imily. 


s-sides these mirri.ges in the royal f2mily there 
were 1a few Iranian families of the highest status with 
wiict the house of the Mirzas of vandahar estarlisne3 


f 
marri:ia2 alliances, These were the families of /hbudur 


Rani 9 aned| khanan, Islam Uhin Mashhidi, Mir Miran 


fe 1 as i "ott ~ oO 
Yoardi and ohoumsuddin Mukhtar Khin of abawar,. Wo 


Yirv> “hihnawaz Enan's daugt 


— 


ters were mirriead with 


P=) 


a - o 


ee fs 2 oes ee s 
Mirza Muhammad Asalat Khan’ and Mirza Mu‘iz Musvi 3.3n, 





+. tie Dec Lil, p. 438, 
25... hore, | Na, Wi.. BUS 
a idiq Khan, £1. 43(b)-44 (a); see also k.K., II, 


red ad 


. Dahori II, pp.304-3U5; pyadiq Khan, FF. 55.9), 1 Tra). 
5. v@2 Appendix-A, Genealogical Chart. 
Ge» Tad NOS. 275 32): AO, 25, 48 a 29. 


7. AZT, Pe 3335. Uy 1 poe 222=25. 
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both belonging to highly respected Suiyiji families 

of Mashhad, Asalat Khan's father Mirza Badi’ was one 
of the great Saiyids of Mashhad and his ancestors had 
been the auardians of the shrine of Imam ‘li Ibn Musa, 
the eighth Imam, Mirza Asa@lat Khan came to India in 
1646 and received the rank of 1000/400, 4 Mirza Mufiz 
Mausvi Khan's father Mirza Fakhra was a Musvi Saiyid of 
Qum and his mother was a daughter of Mix Muhammad Zaman, 
a great Siiyid of Mashhad. H, reached India in the 
14th R.Y. of wrangqzeb (i.e. 1671-72) and receiveda 


suitable sane 


Connections with the great house of Ttimad-ud 
Daula too were established in due course. Mirza Saf 
Shikan Khan vatavi's wife Shahzada Begum was the 
daughter of Mir Miran Yazdi from Saliha Bano Begum, 
the daughter of Asaf Khan. A daughter of Mirza kustam 
Safavi was married to Shamsuddin Mukhtar Khan Sabzwari 
whose mother Nauras Bano was a grand-daughte: of Ttaimid- 
ud baula*, Mir Mahmid Aqidat Khdn a brother of Asdlat 


Khan was married to Kabuli Begum, a grand-daughter of 


1. Lahori, II, p.509; Z.Kh., III, p.100, 


2, M.U. III, pp. 633-36. On account of their not 
being of Safavid origin their ranks and offices 
have not been taken into account by us alongwith 
those of the ,afavid Mirzas of Qandah&ar. 


34 Gs ante Jection T, 2.230. 


Wicta Khan (and a daughter of Ruhullah Khan T). 


It is interesting to note that the family of 
= a t. a as 
Sam Mirza, a son of whah Ismail Gafavi is first 
noticed 15 the reign of shahjihan. when exactly this 
family migrated from Iran is not known. From the Akburnama 
— Co —_ 
however, it transpires that Mir Arif Ardbeli, a son of 
Sam irra, came to Lahore sometime during the reig. of 
2 ‘ - = ‘ Eee 
Akbar’ who perhaps, says Lahori, offered him some office 
which he Jid not accent owing to his mystic dis osition. 
Bn Caer a ces Fe . 4 
Mir Arif's son Mir Abdullah nas been repeatedly mentioned 
ne 4 
as recipient of cash awards. In 1652 he was allowed 
. . A Sed 
to proceed to Lahore after being granted cash inam of 


2 
Rs.5000.~ In 1653 he appears to have been given a 


6 
phir t ond the charge of Lahore’. This Sugge:ts that 








ran: oe ' , . ‘ 
Mir Abdullah hal joined imperial service and could bs 


entrusted with a responsible office, 


, ; ' =) 
During 4urangzeb's reign Mir Abdullah's son 


Mir wuhimmad Sadiq appears to have been living in 


te NS TOSS Tig Ty ae Ps A, pe 2255 


2. 4... Ill, p.749, where he appears to have been cied 


at teahore in 1007 AH, 
au Hanon iy. “Try e243 
43 Tics pps 224, 242,475, 628, 
bic AEDS al OR. 


6. Ibid., 9.214. 


386 


a ; - - 4¢ 
seclUSion at Lahore. He was honoured witr a khila t 
. fo : 1 2 ; 
and a cash award (inam) 1f Rs. 100. In 2663 again, 
Te im hs . = —_ , 
Mir Muhammad vacigq and his grand-son Mir Musa appears 


2 
to have been granted 2a caSh award of 1,500 rupees, 


Returning to the Jandahar Mirzas' position as 
mangahdars a reign-wise tabulation is offered in 
Appendix-B, which shows the mangahbs held by members of 
the tamily from Akbar to Aurangzeb. The table contains 
only the highest ranks known to have been held by the 
Mirzas in each reign instead of giving a long year-wise 
record of mansab-promotions., The mansabs of those wno 
died or retired in a particular period have not been 
excluded because making a periodical account of the 
mansads in the hands of the family is the only purpose 
of the table and not a comparison of the Mirzas' 
position with that of other families. It may also be 
noted that there are two other Safavi Mirzas who appear 
in the table, but whose relationship with the Safavi 
Mirzas of Qandahar is not established and has only 
been presumed here. These are Khwaja Beg Mirza Jafavi 
and nis nephew and adopted son Mirza Muhammad 3alih 
Sipahdar Khan.> 
1, Kagim., p. 215. 
2s I6iG., D«eB1lB. 


Je LOZUK, ‘pps ize 2299 Zook, Li, pe 26s Mo, £1, 
p. 427. 
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Mme table reveals that till the end of 
Aurangzeb's reign four generations of the Mirzas had 
continuvusly been in active service and that they 
e ntinued to enjoy a high position in the empire. In 
the first generation the two Mirzas - Mirza Rustam and 


Mirza Muzaffar - held a mansab of 5000/15”"0 and S000/ 





4030 respectively. The other two younger brothers - 
Mirza Abu Sa'id and Mirza Sanjar died in 1596-97, they 
held a rank of 350/zat each. < Soon afterwards the rank 
of Mirza Muzaffar was resumed on account of certain 
complaints against him? In the second generation, out 
of nine Gafavic Mirzas three were holding the rank of 
5000/5000.4 Among the Qandaharis except for Mirza 
Haicer, a son of Mirza Muzaffar Husain, all the sons 

of Mirza Rustam held the rank of 1000 gat and «above, 
The third generation during shahjahan's reign wis 
holding, numerically as well as in terms of mansabds, 
the nignest position as out of 14 total members of the 
family, including Muhammad Salih Sipahdar Khan, three 


7 
held the rank of 5000/5000.> O£ the rest seven held 





Lig A Nee LEE 646, 671; Tuzuk, p.llls 2.kh.i, 2.9%. 
2. Ain (tr.), op. cit. pp. 328, 555; M.U. III, 441. 


3e ALN EIT) pps TE1<19; 9495 Oe, ITE. 302. 
4, Mirza Rustam 3afavi 5000/5009; Khwaja Beg Mirza 
3afavi 5000/zat and Muhammad Salih Sipahdar 

Khan 5000/5000, 





5. Shahnawaz Khan held 5000/5000 (2-3h). 


eo) 
oc 


ranks of 10U0 gat and above, Under Aurangzeb the 
fourth generation of the Mirzas among mansabdars appears 
to have declined both numerically and in terms of ranks 
held. During the fifty years of the reign there were 
only eleven members of the family known to have been 

in service. Of these, except one, Muhammad Ahsan, a 
son of Mirza Shahnawaz Khan Safavi, who held the rank 
of 710/309, all held mansabs above 1000 gat. Shahnawaz 
Khan Safavi held 6000/6000 (5000x2-3h) and Murad Kam 
safavi 5000/3000. But Shahnawaz Khan lost his life 

in 1659 after he joined Dara Shukoh. During the fifty 


years of Aurangzeb's reign the total mansabs in the 





hands of the Mirzas (taking the highest held by each) 
totalled 30,200/18,500 (5000x2-3h) while during the 
thirty years' reign of Shahjahan the Mirzas' total 


mangabs amounted to 31, 200/24, 200 (5000x2-3h) .° 


Lastly, a few words may be offered on the offices 
held by the Mirzas during the period. Information on 
this is brought together in Appendix-C. The tables 


showing incumbents are mainly based on contemporary 


1. See Appendix-B, . under Shahajahan. 
2. See Appendix-3B, under Aurangzeb. 


3. See Appendix-3B. 


ae) 
t 

o) 
-_™/™/ 
~hew 


chronicles of respective periods, Supplemented by the 
wakhirat-ul Khawanin and Ma'asir-ul Umara! 2ne t-blee 
contain information for those years only in which 
appointments on various posts of the Mirzas are record -d. 
The tables Suggest t .at a large number of offices like 
gubedar, faujdar, Diwin, Jiladdr, Jarawaloegi, Qanshos si, 
QUrbegi and thanedari$ were held by the members of the 
family besides being sent on various important military 
expeditions in the Deccan and the Se ee But 
throughout the period only Mirza Rustam Sakari and his 
son Mirza Shahnawaz Khan vafavi are known t> hav2 been 
appointed as subedar (Governor) of different provinces; 
none of his other sons or even grand-sons was ever 
assigned this office. It is certainly curious that the 
office of subedar of any province was never given in 
the family of Mirza Mugatfar Husain Safavi Fight. from 
the time of Akbar. It was towards the close of 
Aurangzeb's reign that Mirza Sadruddin Muhammad cafavi, 

a great-grandson of Mirza Muzaffar Husain was appointed 
gsubedar of Khandesh in 1701;° and he was apparently 


the last of the safavids in India known to have 


2 
attained distinction.” Mostly the Mirzas are found to 





1, See Appendix-c. 
2. M.A, p.4333 MoU. T1Il, 692. 


36 Dies Lldy pe 6922 


840 


h vwepeen assigned the post of faujdar of different 


@ 


sarkars in the empire. in the reign of Junangir “irza 


Hasan UJafavi, a son of Mirza Rustam Safavi held the 
7 = ; ; 1 
post of Oiwan of Gujarat in 1617. He was afterwards 
2 sd tds 
sent to the Deccan. The rather junior posts of 
QaraWaioegi (chief huntsman), Qaushbegi (chief Falcon >-r) 
and .jurbegi (Incharge of the royal standards), were 
granted to tnew during shabjahan's reign for e long 
: ree es = 
period. Similarly, the office of 2nd Bakhshi, one 
of the important central offices of the empires, is 
found for the first time to have been assigned in the 
fourth generation towards the close of Aurangzeb's 
4. ' : C ae? 
reign. In the same period the office of Arzei MNukarrar 
(officer in charge of presenting orders for confirmation) 
was held hy Mir Muazggam Siyadat Khan, a son of ~hahnaway 
- sae ‘ , > 

then .afavi; it was taken away from him ia 1637-8.-, 

It may, therefore, be inferred that barrin; a few 


persons the Qandahar Mirzas in general did not enjoy 





——— 


1. Tuzuk, pp. 186-245. 


w) 


“. Tbid,, ).288. 


3. Jee Appendix-C, lable- Offices held by the Mirzas 
under Shahjahan. 


4, Ibid., Table_D, Nos, 15-18. 


5. lien, p. 314. 


much influence in the counsels of the empire and slowly 
Slipped into medium ranking nobles. None of the 
following important central offices like piwan, Mir 
Bakhshi, Mir Saman, Mir Atish, Mir Tuzuk and Akbtabegi 
were assigned to them, It appears that in svnite of 

their being related to the royal safavid family of 

Iran, the Mirzas were not entrusted with important Zentral 
offices and were not given a very high position in the 
nobility. It was, however, characteristic of the Mughal] 
system that the family, once established, would continu: 
to claim mangabs and some status generation after 
generation (four generations having been studied by 


WS). 
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Numbers prefacing 
the names of persons 
in_the chart _ 


— 


1: 2,3,4,5 


Sante Oy 1g 


9 : 10 
10: 11 
134 11 


6 : 14,15,16,17,18,19 


15 = Sultan Hainza Mirza 
16: 4 2G, 21,94 
16 : 22,23 


16 : 25;25=Prince Khurram:31 


15 2 21;721:26 


21: 27327:28 
27 : 293729:30 
27 = d/o Islam Khan Nashhadi 


26 # Islam han iiashhadi 


> 
1.2 
~? 


‘father of! 
'orother/sister of' 
‘husband/wife of' 
‘grandson of! 
‘daughter of! 

‘son of! 


Sources 


AsasA. 1,44 

Pe ng 

AN. LI1,749,;Lahori Im, 243 
LBhori I1,224,243,475 
Kagim, 215-16 

Kagim, 818 
AAAI, 136,45 78;A.0. 

Tir, 645: 

A,A.A.1,136 
A.ASA.1,48776U. 111, 301-303 
fl, TIT, 301-302, 
ramgar Husaini's liata 
Oa 
MA 14 Ve 


ir-i 


Lahori I(b),176;7 
IZ, 30¢4,U.T11,981 


moONT 
to ith 


e ° 
——— 
e 


Teh. II,30;M.U. TIT, 692. 
Dats: “LS, 
LTT SO eM. U2 T, Sel 


SPE at Keres 2 Oe 


26 + 27 
LT ULB £9 


17 : 32,34, 37, 38 


17 2-33 
Ley 235 
17 £¢. 36 


17 : 32 (Adopted son) 


17 : 40;40=Shamsuddin 


Mukbtar Khan Sabzwar 


Shamsuddin Mukhtar Khan: 
51 = d/o Sultan Husain 
Iftikhar khan 


17 : 413741=Prince Parvez 


17 : 42;42=Prince Shuja* 


Prince Shuja’:52 


32=d/o ‘pb dur Rahim 
Khan-i Knanan 
32 3: 43 


43 : 44344:47:47 = 


Mui zzuddin 
43417 
433: 


‘ 


43 : 463746=Prince 
Muizuddin 

34 : 48;48=Shahzada _ _ 
Begum d/o Mir Miran 

48 ;: 


]llah Khan Yazdi 


1 


co 
ire) 
i 


MU. Ti1,. 561. 


-A.ALT,1367A.N, 


> 


III, 645. 





A.N.III,646;Lahori I(a),184, 205; 
Tuzuk, 146,167. 


Tuzuk, 321,401. 
Tuzuk, 381 
Tuzuk, 147, 269, 293-94, 


Lahorl I(b),322;11,745;Salih III, 
479, 


i T.M.II, 26. 


T.M., 26. 
M.U.III,438. 


Lahori I (b) ° 32-33; igi 137-383 
Sadiq Khan £.25(»). 


Lahori II,137-38;Sadiq Khan 
£525 (6) ; 


M.U. ITI, 439-40, 


Lahori II, 315;M.U.III, 583. 


Prince M.A.,247; M.U.III, 586. 


Lahori 11,374; waris,147. 


45;45=Mir Nigmatullah Lahori II,374;waris, 147; 


Kazim, 287. 


M.A.,152;M.U. III, 586 


Lahori Il, 485;Waris, 36;M.U.I1IT, 


41;49 = d/o khalilu- Kazim.,663; M.U.III,479. 


48 : 507 50 — 34 

33 = Nauras Bano Begum 

33. = 534) 54,55 

53 : 65 

65 = Mir Muhammad Taqi Sadat 


Khan 
Mir Muhammad Tagi Sadat 
Khan:66; 66 + 53 


33 : 54 
33 : 543 54:62 
62 = Prince Kam Bakhsh 
33 : 543 54:63 
~¢€ = 2 
54 : 6437 64 = Mirza Ali Nagi 
33 : 56; 56=Asalat Khan 
33 : 57357 = Prince 
Aurangzeb 
33 : 58; 58 = Mir Salih 
33 : 59; 59 = Prince Murad 
Bakhsh 
33 : 603 60 = Prince 
Shuja 
33 3: 61; 61 = Mirza Mu‘iz 
Musavi Kh&n 
57 = Prince Aurangzeb 


Prince Aurangze>5:67,68 


taf, 


63. 


iz 


eM. 


Ii, 


M.A. 109, K.K.II, 75; CE. 

Sadiq Khan, f£. 109(a) mentions 
as Yurish Bano; also f£ 

Kazim 420, mentions as Nawazish 
3ano Begum. 


Kazim 51, 209,333. 
TuMs: Lily 385 


TM, 11,35. 


T.M. II, 35. 
Kagim, 333; T.M.II, 10. 
M.A.,225; T.M. II, 130. 
M.A. 225; T.M. II, 130. 
T.M. II, 25, 
TM... Liy- 23% 


Kazim, 333; M.U. I, 222-25. 


Sadiq Khan, ££.43 (b)-44 (a); 
Koka, Ty 127-63. 


Kazim, 45, 864, 


Lahori II, 304-5; 34diq khan, 
£.55(D) 7) KK. 1; 12,635 


S$&diq Khan £.107(a) About this 
marriage all other authorities 
are silent. 


M.A.,337; T.M. II,2; M.U.III, 


Lahori I(b), 243; II, 22. 


Lahori II, 22,343; $alih II, 
268-69, 391; T.M. II,15,42,102. 


na) 
~~ 
ad 
7 


’ 


Prince Aurangzeb: 69;69= 
Prince 5ipahr Shukoh 3/o 


Dara Shukoh Poy “2a, 20s 
Prince Aurangzeb:70 Pot. TL. 10% 
Prince Aurangzeb:71 Parukig Aurangzeb & His Times, 


Delhi, 1972, p.544. 


S.No. Name & Title 

1, MirzA Rustam 3afavi 
2. Mirza .iuzaffar Husain 
3. Mirza Abou Sa'id 

4, Mirza Sanjar 

1, Mirza Rusta» Safavi 
2. Mirza Murad Iltifat 
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“MIRZAS AS MANSABDARS 
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Khan s/o Mirza 
Rustam S favi 


Rank 





AKBAR 


5000/1500 


5000/4000 


350/X 


350/X 


JAHANGIR 


5000/5000 


2000/800 


Badi'tuzzaman Shahnawaz Amir 


Khan Salavi S/o 
Mirza Rustam 


dirza Hasan S/o 
Mirza Rustam Safavi 


Multafat Khon s/o_ 
Mirzé Rustm Safavi 


Suhra: Khan s/o 
Mirza Rustam Safavi 


Mirza Haider s/o 


Mirza Mugaffar Husain 


Khwaja Beg Mirza Safavi 


Muhammad Salih 
Sipahdar Khan N/O «& 


adopted son of <hwaja 


Beg Mirza Safavi 


500/200 


1500/700 


1500/300 


1000/400 


500/150 


5000/X 


5000/5000 





Reference 


a rece te 





Al. II1L, 646; Tuzuk, 
Til. 


Ae TTS er 
=>° 


Ain 328;,555¢°h U, TIT, 
441. 


Rin 328,555;4,U. III, 
441, 


fuzuk lit. 


MU. Til, 583: 


M.U.II,670; 
Tuzuk,321 


Tuzuk,369;Lahori T, 
Te4;MU III, 477 


Tuzuk 381. 
fuzuk,147. 

Lahori 1I,1865;M,U. 
tit foo 5s 


Tuzuk 112,229. 


Wbalrima235,299;2,Kh.II, 


26) =62 


APLENDIX-B contd. 
SHAHJAHAN 
1, tlirza Rustas Safavi 5000/5000 
(Retired)* 
2. mirza Murad Iltifat 2500/100 
Khan 
3. Mirrva Sadi'uzzaman 5000/5000 (2-3h) 
Sh-hnawaz Khan 
4, \irz& Hasan Safavi 3000/3000 
5. wirza Haider s/o 1000/200 
“Us ‘atfar Husain Safavi 
6. .irza Sultén Safavi  _ 3000/1500 
s/o .iirza Haider Safavi 
7. WMirvS Naugar_s/o Mirza 4000/3000 
Haider Safavi 
8. Saf Shikan Khan s/o 2000/100 
irza tHausan Safavi 
9. Khushhal adopted son _ 600/400 
of “irza@ Rustam Safavi 
10. Mir Matasum s/o 500/400 
Shahnawaz khan Safavi 
11. Mir Mu'agzam s/o 500/500 
Shahnawaz khan Safavi 
12, Mir SAlih N/O Shah 900/200 
‘Abr as Safavi 
13, mirza Murad Kam> 3000/3000 
ltukarram Khan Safavi 
s/o Mirza Murad I1tifat khan 
14, Muhammad SAlih 5000/5 00** 
Sipahdar khan —_——_-——_. 
; 31,000/24, 200 
more (5000x2—3h) 
* M, Athar Ali, Apparatus of Empire,OF Cit. 
gives 6000/6000 which is not found on 


referred to. 


Excluded, 





“0 


Lahori 1,205 
Lahori II,317 
salih. TIT, 261 


Waris 71, 130 


Lahori I(b) 311 

Waris,365;Salih IIT, 
236,455 

Waris, 12,1335 

Lahori I1I,583-84; 
Saline Ti1,459. 
alih, 111,479. 

Apparerus, $5651. 

Salih, 111,482 


Waris 235% 


Salih ITI 247,457, 


Lahori 11,378,720 


Sg Del03; 


e pages he has 


APPENDIX-B contd, 


FS ES A SEO eS CLE 


10. 


11, 


(*) 


AURANGZEB 


Mirza Shahnawaz shan 6000/6000 
Safavi (£000x2~-3h) 
4urac vam Safavi 5000/3000 
Mirza Saf Shikan khén 2000/1000 


Saifudéin Safavi Kamyab 1500/700 


Khan s/o Saf Shikan 





Khan 

Mirza Sultan s/o 4000/3000 

Mirza Haider Safavi 

Mirza Sadruddin Safavi 3000/1050 

s/o Mira Sultan 

Mirza Ma'tasum s/o 2000/1250 

ShAhnawaz Khan 

“ir Mu'azzam Siyadat 1500/700 

Kban s/o Shahnawaz 

whan 

Muhammad Ahsan s/o _ 700/300 

Shahnawaz than Safavi 

(*).4ir Salih S/L Mirza 1500/500 

Shahnaw4z Khan Safavi 

Mir Ali Maqi Mirza 3000/1000 

Safavi Khan S/I Mir 

Mu! azzam Khan Safavi 
30,200/18,500 


Total] : (5000x2-3h) 


Apparently the same person as above 
Snahjahan, 


Died, Kazim,209. 


Kazim, 98!, 


M.U. IIT 478-79 


KAazim,870 
Kazin,976 
MA.472, M,U, III, 692 


Kazim, 333 


Kazim, 333-34 


Kazim, 334 


Kagim, 334 
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(b) ASAD _KHAN'S FAMILY 


Asad Khan's family was/well reputed Turkman family 
of the Qaramanlu tribe,/ His ancestors had served under 
the Safavid rulers from Shah Ismail's time, Bairam Beg 
(or Bahram Beg)“ was the governor (Hakim) of Balkh during 
Shah Ismail's reign and it was he who, alongwith other 
Iranian generals, helped Babur against the Uzbek Sultans 
in the battle of Khurasan, subsequently in the battle of 
Ghajdwan he lost his life fighting against the Uzbeks.” 
His sor Husam Beg Qaramanlu was raised to the status of 
Amir and was appointed to Ashkur,* a district near Gildan, 
Guring the reign of Shah tahmasp.> His sons, Rustam 
Khan, Farhad khan, Zulfigqar Khan and Alwand Sultan, were 
also men of rank under Shah Abbas I. Rustam Khan, the 
eldest among them, probably held some important post at 


Talish (also his native place) where on account of the 








t manenammed 





1, Apparently a very small and insignificant tribe, 

2. He was the grandfather of Zulfiqar Khan Qaramanlu 
(No.5) the grandfather of Asad Khan (No.13). See 
the Genealogical Chart in Appendix-A, 


3. A,A.A., Vol. I, p. 40: also Babarnama, tr. (Eng.) 
A.S. Beveridge, Reprint Delhi, 1979, p.359. 


4, Nuzhat-ul Qultib, op.cit., pp.65-66; Cf. Hudad-Al ‘Alam, 
tr. V. Minorsky, London, 1937, p.388, reads ‘Ashkavar', 


5. A.A.A., Vol. I, p.113. 
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enmity with the nobles he was forced to settle in Shirwan, 
then under the Ottoman Turks. However,hostility with the 
Ottoman authorities soon broke out, and the Turks killed 
Rustam Khan alongwith his one or two brothers (names not 
known) and followers. Farhad Kban and his younger 
brothers, Zulfigar Khan and Alwand Sultan, escaped with 
their lives leaving behind one sister, two daughters of 
Rustam Khan and other servants and followers. In the 
beginning of shah ‘Abbas' reign they arrived in Azarbaijan 
and joined the service of Shah Abbas 1. Farhad Khan was 
appointed governor of Mazandran with Alwand Sultan as 

his deputy in 1596-97." In 1598-99 he was also appointed 
governor of Astarabad,> Herat and the Amir-ul Umara’ of 
Khurasan‘. But in the same year he was murdered on 
account of a suspicion of rebellion.” Zulfigar Khan's 
younger brother Alwand Sultan was first appointed as 
governor of Langar Kanan, a city (Ulka) near Ardbil, in 


6 


1591-92,~- In 1596-97 he acted as deputy for his brother 





1, A.A.A., Vol. II, p. 752. 

2. Ibid, vol. I, pp. 520, 542, 565; earlier he appears 
to have served in several battles, Ibid., pp. 404, 
427-28, 433-34, 436-37, 442-445, 449-51 etc, 

Sy abIG., Ds 305". 

4e-Ibid:, pe 57%. 

Sp this, Tyo. S75. 


6, Ibid., p. 442. 
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Farhad Khan in Weoandven. where in 1597-98 he joined 

the conspiracy of Alwand Dev, the rebel gilédar of 

AuLaas 7 But the rebellion was soon suppressed by Farhad 
Khan and Alwand Sultan was sent to the Court where he 

was pardoned and made free (muglag-w1 ‘Indn) .° Nothing more 


is Known about him, 


Zulfigar Khan Qaramanlu, the grand-father of Asad 
Khan, also appears to have held several appointments 
Guring Shah ‘Abbas I's reign. He was appointed governor 
(Beglarbegi) of Azarbaijan in 1591-92, As it was 
customary in the Safavid empire that Beglarbegis alone 
were sent on Giplomatic missions, Zulfigar Khan was sent 
as an envoy to the Ottoman empire in 1595-96> and 
returned in 1597-98,6 in 1603-4 he was appointed 


governor (Hakim) of Ardbil, and the same year, after 





the recapture of Tabriz, he was made its governor, 7 

dae ~ 
In 1606-7 the governorship (Ayalat wa Darai) of Shumakhi 
and the Amir-ul Umarail of the entire Shirwan was also 


conferred on him.8 During his stay in Shirwan he defeated 





ti. *Ackipity “Seas 

2. One of the strongest forts of Tabaristan. 
3. A,A,A. Vol. I, pp. 542-43, 

4, Ibid., pp. 442, 492, 588, 

5S. Ibid., pp. 512-13, 

6. Ibid., p.543. 

7, Ibid., II, pp. 638, 640, 642-43, 

8. ibid., p. 733. 
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Ma‘sim Knan the governor (wali) of Tabarsaran in 1607-8 
on account of his not allowing Zulfigqar Khan to construct 
a fortress at Shabran near his territory to which the 
Khan has been deputed. However, the fortress was built 
and equipped with necessary provisions, and castellans 
(Harisan) were posted, But the next year (1608-9) 
some of the officers of Daghistan and Tabaristan became 
agitated over the construction of the fortress. Consequen- 
tly Jarchaqai Beg, a confidential officer of the Shah, 
was sent to Shirwan with order to join Zulfigar Khan in 
suppressing the turbulence at Shabran. In the meanwhile 
Qarchaqai Beg received a second order from the Shah by 
which Zulfiqar Khan was put to death by the attendants 
of the Beg.” The author of the ‘Alam Ara-i ‘Abbasi explains 
that Zulfiqar Khan on account of his being an important 
and powerful noble had become very proud of his position 
and perhaps had developed a kind of turbulent tendency, 
the signs of which were marked by the king. The other 
reason which he feels to be superficial was that by 
killing Zulfiqar Khan the Shah wanted to reconcile the 
officers of Daghistan.°? 

The author of Maa@sir-ul Umara says that after 
Zulfigar Khan's murder his family members faced hard 
times as the Shah did not show them any kindness.* It 


might be true because none of the family members is found 
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vol. II, pp.786-87, 

p.806. 
p.807; also M.U., vol. II, pp.86-87. 
vol. II, p.88. 
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to have been taken into the royal service; even Khanlar 
the only known son of Zulfigar Khan does not find any 
mention in the ‘Alam Ara-i ‘Abbasi. Khanlar appears to 
have arrived in India, as a fugitive towards the close 
of Jahangirsreign (i.e. 1627). This suggests that 
after his father's death kKbanlar still remained in Iran 
for about twenty-five years. The information of the 


Ma@sir-ul Umara’ therefore can not be fully accepted. 


In India Khanlar married the daughter of Sadiq 
Khan, Mir _Bakhshi, brother-in-law and a cousin of Nur 
Jahan's brother Asaf khen.? He thus established 
matrimonial relations with the most important family 
in the Mughal novility. Subsequently his children 
and grand children also married in this and some other 
important Iranian families. Muhammad Ibrahim Asad Ilhan, 
his son, was married to the daughter of Asaf Khan? 
whose grand daughter (Shaista Khan's daughter) was 
married to Muhammad Isiail Zulfiqar KhEn, son of Asad 


Khan‘, A daughter of Khanlar (later entitled Zulfigar 














1, lahori, Vol.I (a), p. 737 also M,U., op.cit. 


2. Z2.Kh. vol. II, p.411; M.U. II, p.88. For Asaf Kban's 
family see Irfan Habib'a article in Med. Ind, Misc. 
vol. I, op.cit. pp. 74-95, 


3% M.U. II, p.237 The p.35. 


4, Appoarst, 32 R.Y. 3 October, 1688; M.A. 158; M.uU. If, 
? TM. e 
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Khan Qaramanlu) was married to Namdar Khan, son of 
Jafar Khan’ and another to prince Zainuddin, a son 

of Prince shah shuja*. Another of Asad Khan's son 
‘InByat Khan (by Nawal Eai) was married to a daughter 
of Abul Hasan, the ruler of Hyderabad.” Asad Khan's 
four daughters were respectively married to ‘Azizuddin 
Bahramand Khan;* Iftikhar Khan Mufakhir Khan, son of 
Fakhir Khan Najm-i sani;” Khuda Banda Khan, son of 
Shaista han; ° and Tarbiyat Khan’. Asad Khan's two 
grand d-ughters (by his daughter and the wife of 
Bahramand Khan) were married to Muhammad Taqi Khan the 
son of Uarab Khan Bani Mukhtar®, a well reputed family 
of Mukhtar Khan Sabeward, The other grand daughter 


was married to Mir Muhammed Mahdi entitled Mir Khan, 





1, Kagim, p.439; M.A. p.27? T.M., p.8. 

2. Ibid. p.493; M,U., II, p.89. 

3. MAA, 312-13; MU. I(a), 320-21; T.M., 74. 

45 Moa, A6ls. BU. 1 454-4573 PeMeg 16, 

5. Kagim, p. 858. 

6. Akhbar€t, 33 R.Y. 11 July, 1689; CE, M.A., p.374. 
7. Akhbarat, 39th R.Y. 18 January, 1696, He was 


perhaps Tarbiyat Khan Mir Atish, son of Darab 
Khan, ~~ 


von 
bee 
N 


son of famous Amir Khan Mir Miran vazdi!, Thus Asad 
Khan's fa..ily was well connected with the four 
important Tranian failies of T'timad-ud Daula, Bagir 
Khan Najm sani, Mukhtar Khan Sabzwari and Mir Miran 
Yrzdi on the one hand and with the ruling families of 


2 
mughals and Abul Hasan of Hyderabad on the other. 


Being such a well connected family the rapid 
rise of its members under Shahjahan and Aurangzeb 
becomes easier to explain. Further, the marriage 
pattern of the family in the successive generations 
shows that the Qaramanlu were quite adroit in living 
up to their status by establishing matrimonial relations 
with aristocratic families. Their closest links were 
with the house of tt imSd-ud Daula as it appears fron 
the genealogical chart that most of their children 
were married in this house. Their other known marriaues, 
were strictly with those few Iranian families which had 
already established such relations with Ttimad-ud Daula, 
It is significant that they always married their 
daughters into Iranian families. The only exception 


was the daughter (No.14) of Zulfigar Khan Qaramanlu 





1, M,A., p.473; DB.Me, p.663 M.U. I, pp. 454-457. 


2. See Gerfalogical Chart in Appendix-a. 
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(No.12) who was married to a Mughal prince (No.18), 


; 1 
and this was a practically forced marriage. 


Two male members of the family were married to 
the “aughters of non-Iranian families. Asad Khan's 
son Muhammad Ishaq (No.27) by a Hindu wife Nawal Bai 
(No.,17) was married to a daughter of Abul Hasan, the 
Golkunda ruler 2nd another son Zulfigar Khan (No.20) 
was married to Tahira Begum (No.31) daughter of a 


Turani noble Islam Khan Rami.” 


After his arrival in India, but after Jahangir's 
death, Khanlar appears to have been appointed to the 
Central Command (qaul) along with Asad Khan against 
Shahryar, Nurjahan's candidate for the throne.” In 
1631 in the battle of Balaghat, against Khan Jahan 
Lodi and Nizamul Mulk, Khanlar rendered good services 
in the left wing of the imperial forces.* In 1632 
he was granted the rank of 1000/600 and the next year 


his ancestral title of Zulfiqar Khan? In 1634 he 








1. Kazim, p. 493; M.U., II, 89. 

og sie Fo Dell em 

3, Lahori, Vol. I (a), pp. 72-73. 

4, Ibid., pp. 405-406, 

5. Ibid., p.476; Cf, Laiq Ahmad, The Prime Ministers 
of Aurangzeb, Allahabad, 1976, pp. 100-101 says 
that the title was given by Jah@ngir. He has confused - 


him with Muhammad Beg who was given the same title 
in 1614, See Tuzuk, pp. 134-135, 


oO 
— 
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received his first independent appointment as Faujdar 
of Miyan-i Do=b being promoted to the rans of 1500/800.* 
jn course of tiie he | eld many important offices like 
Daroqha~i Topkhana, Qiladar of Lahore fort, faujd@r of 
Mandsor and finally attained the office of stbedar of 
Bihar and the bar of 3000/3000 in the 30th R.Y. of 
Shehjahan (i.e. 1656)c" Later, when struck with paralysis, 
he took to retirement and settled in Fatna where he died 
in 1660.> 

His eld-st son Muhammad Ibrahim entitled Asad Khan 
(Asaf-ud Daula Jumla-ul Mulk) started his career under 
Shahjahan being first appointed as Akhtabegi (Master of 
horse) in 1653 with the rank of 1500/6500.° In 1657 
he was appointed to the more important position of 
second Ba shi- which he relinquished in the 13th R.Y. 
of Aurangzeb (1671) being further promoted to the office 
of Deputy piwan®. Subsequently the office of Mir Bakhshi’ 











Ve. Lahori 2h),-.p.101, 
2. Waris, pp. 347-48, 
3, Kazim, 439; M.A., 27; M.U. II, pp. 88-89. 


4, Waris, p. 208, 211, 


S.(Seliny wel. ily wec4d. 
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was added to it. In 1676 he was exalted to the highest 
post of wazir’ which he held for the longest tenure in 
the Mughal Emrire, right to the end of Aurangzeb's reign. 
He also then held the highest rank assignable to a noble, 


2 
namely, of 7000/7000. 


Muhammad Ismail entitled Itiqad khan later 
Zulfiqar Khan, the son of Asad Khan, also held several 
posts during Aurangzeb's reign. Starting his career 
at the age of eleven with the rank of 300 zat in 1668,> 
Zulfiaqar Khan occupied the most important central ;ost 
of Mir Ragbshi-, and attained the high rank of 6000/ 
6000” towards the close of Aurangzeb's reign. Besides 
holding so many important offices both Asad Khan and 
Zulfidar Khan are found to have been successfully 


engaged in a number of battles,° 








Leo Gedies. Cie 152,. 28)s: Wu. Ta) pe S11 > Cty Mamurs, 
f. 144(b) gives the year as 16th R.Y. i.e. 1673. 


25.. MiAay pe 302¢-MlU.y Vol. 2 Vals fe S14, 


35 uA. po. 717 MoU. 11, 93> Satish Chandra, Larties. 
and Politics at the Mughal Court, (Second edition) 
New Delhi, 1972, p.2, Makes a Slip when he gives 
the date of his first mansab as 1660 and the date 
of his birth as 1649 ( years). The date of his 
birth in 1657 has been supported with a chronograme 
"Ze Burj Asad ru _namtd Aftab” by Magir-yl Umara, 


ren eee a Sm te nN RES cE MRE AOR A ES 


6. Uy LE Cie oy y. 72: Can 1 705): 


6. See their respective biographies in M,I 
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Muhammad Ishaq entitled ‘Inayat khan" was another 
son of Asad Khan by Nawal Bai, the lady being popularly 
known as 'Rani', He was an expert calligraphist and for 
a time held the office of the Darogha of jewel house. ° 
In 1€89 he is known to have been reinstated to his 
previous mangab of 700/150.° He was married to a daughter 
of Abul Hasan the ruler of Golkunda’. His sons were 
named Muhammad Salih and Mirza Kazim. The former held 
a moderately high mansab and the titles of I’tiqad “han 
and ‘Inayat shan during the reign of Jahandar shah. 
In the 29th R.Y. of Shahjahan (1656) a third son of 
Asad khan named Darab is noticed for the first time, 
being granted an inam of Rs .2000/-°, He was perhaps 
a younger brother of Zulfigar Khan (their mother being 
Mihr-un Nisa, a daughter of Asaf Khan), Nothing more 


could be traced about him. 


Cun =) = 7 vee 
According to the Maasirul Umara, Zulfigar «shan 


Nusrat Jang was childless (Aulad nadasht) /, but 











1. The title was conferred on him in the 32nd R.Y. of 
Aurangzeb, T.U.., p.l15. 


24 bM.UL, vol. F Cay), po. 220-21, 
3. Akhbarat, 33 R.Y., 30 July & 3 November, 1689, 


4, M.A., pp. 312-313; Mdmuri, f. 185(a); M,U. vol. I(a), 
pp. 320-321, 


af Mody Vols 2 (4a). pps 2203219 Dies oe, TAs 
6; Waris. ps 313. as 
7. Mi,U., Vol. II, o L0S. 


anal) 


curiously enough in 1686 one Yusuf the son of ZUlficgar 
Khan appears to have been sent, along with other 
generals, as a special officer (sazawali) under 
Lutfullah Khan in the campaign of Hyderabad, ! That 
Zulfticar Khan was not childless is further corrobcrated 
by the account of William Norris, an English Ambassador 
visiting Aurangzeb's Court towards the close of his 
reign. During his stay at Rrahmapuri (or Islampuri) 

in 1701 “William Norris' surgeon, on the request of one 
of Zulfiqar Khan's wives, treated her child who was 


only “one of 10 surviving and ye hopes of ye family, 


all dyinge of ye same fitts this child labours under", 


we may in the end mark the fact that, all in 
all, Asad Khan's was a very small family with only 
three male members who could attain rank and power 
in the Mughal nobility. Their sons-in-law and grandsons 
in-law have not been taken into account as members 
of this family, vtvecause almost all of them were related 


or belonged to the great house of Ttimad-ua poured.” 





ee SEE 


1. MamOri, £. 164(b). 


2. Harihar Das, The Norris Embassy to Aurangzeb 
(1699-1702), Calcutta, 1959, p. 264. 


3. See ante Section I; also Irfan Habib's article 
op. cit. 


“~~ 
Co 
~— 


An analysis of the appendices showing the careers 
(in tabulated form) of the Qaramanlis in India reveals 
that the two Zulfiqar Khan, one the father of Asad Khan 
and the other his son, were military generals by 
virtue of their profession. They are found to have been 
deputed, most of the time, on important military 
expeditions or entrusted with assignments pertaining 
to the maintenance of law and order such as sUbedar, 
faujdar, Qiladar, Darogba-i topkbana, Bakhshi and QUrbegi 
(keeper of arsenal) etc. Asad Khan, on the other hand, 
held mostly administrative offices like Akbtabegi 
(master of horse), ‘Arg Waga'i’ sibajat, Deputy Diwan 


and Wazir', as second bakpshi and Mir _bakhshi too he 





is not found to have accompanied any military expedition.~ 
Perhaps an independent command was never given to him 
though forthis he once expressed his desire among his 
friends, "I have never been appointed on outside 
expeditions, if per chance appointed people will 
acknowledge my organising capacity and administrative 


3 
efforts¥, This conversation was reported verbatim to 


1. See Aprpendix-B. 


2. In 1674 he was first sent to Kabul together with 
Prince Akbar M.A, pp. 133, 136; then after about 
‘mine years in 1682 he served along with Prince 
‘Aazimuddin to check Rathor activities in Ajmer, 
MAS ahs 


CC ~ ~ 
3. Muhammad Abdul Wahid (ed.), Rugat-i Alamgiri, Luc«xnow, 
1294 AH., letter No.153, pp. 41-42. This letter has 
also been translated by J.H. Bilimoria, Ruka'at-i 
Alamgiri tr. Delhi, 1972, 147, For a slightly different 
version also see M,A., pp. 352-53, 


~~ 


to 
i) 


the Fmperor who accordingly sent him in 1693 to 
reinforce his son ZUlfigar Khan in the siege of 

Jinji. It was for the first time in 1701 that he was 
given full command of imperial force besieging Khelna 
and vas granted the title of Amir-ul_umara’.* From our 
table it is clear that the military career of Asad 

Khan started with his arrival in the Deccan in 1684 
(second time), and he is found to have been continuously 
engaged there till 1702. After that due to his old age 
and ill health he remained in constant attendance of 


Aurangzeb, 


Zulfigqar Khan Nusrat Jang provides an example 
of a full-time military commander who was, throughout 
his life, engaged in campaigning. If Asad Khan was a 
successful civil administrator, Zulfiqar Khan was 
equally good on the military front. His matchless 
generalship may be judged by the fact that in 1705 
during the siege of wagingera fort, at a time when the 
Mughal Commanders like Chin Qulich khan, Muhammad Amin 
Khan, Tarbiyat Khan etc, had failed, Aurangzeb recalled 
zulfiqar khan from Burhanpur, writing to him with his 
own hands to take the command of the imperial army. 


Zulfigar Khan ultimately captured the fort." 





1. MsA., pe450. 


2. M.A., pp. 502-505; M.U., II, pp. 96-97. 


Our tai.les also reveal that the family of 
Asad Khan enjoyed considerable power throughout the 
reigns of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb as some of the very 
important and confidential posts were held by the 
members of the family. Rankwise too, they enjoyed a 
high position especially under Aurangzeb. Asad Khan 
held the rank of 7000/7000 and titles like Amir-ul 
Umara, Jumdat-ul Mulk, mad@r-ul Muhami while his son 
Zulfigar Khan those of Nugrat_Jang and Bahadur and 
held the rank of 5000/6000. The latter was also 


Lastly, it may be noted here that not withstan- 


2 
ding their doubtless loaylty and sincerity to the 


1. Ru uga at= -i ‘lamgiri, Ope CLess Ruga no. 16,.-Ds 73 
also see Isar Das Nagar, Putthat- -i ‘Alam giri, 
(hereafter Futuhat), B.M. add. 23 aot" f, 160 
cf. Tasneem Ahmad, Ishwar oe Nagar's “Futhbat-i 
‘Al lamgiri, (Ena, tr. ), Delhi, | 1978, Dee 29, 


For Mahi- -o Maratib, see William Irvine, The =rmy 
OF © the e indian _Moghuls, D=lhi, 1962, pe33, 


2. Manucci writes that after his accession to the 
throne Aurangzeb wrote to Shahjahan asking for a 
gift of the jewels under his possession. Eut 
Shahjahan, in place of the required jewels, sent 
him the loyal Asad Khfin, a person whom he stronqgl 
recommended, declaring that he might be more 
safely trsuted than any other living being. Sre 
Storia Do Mogor, (1653-1708), Vol, II, pp. 20-21; 
also Vol. IV, p. 241 for Asad Khan's reply EO 


y 


Prince Kam Bakhsh for not handing over the imperial 


treasures as long as the Emperor was alive. In 
his last will Aurangzeb mentioned that "There is 
not, nor will there (ever) be any wazir better th 


an 


Asad ihan", the letter has been quoted by J.N-Sarkar 


in History _of Aurangzeb, vol. V, p.262. In his 
letters to Asad Khan and Zulfigar Khan, Aurangzeb 
always addressed them by using the “phrase 'My 


Sincere and_devoted (servant)'. See relevant letters 


in Ru ugat-i “Alamgi ri, op. cit. 


empire sometimes they appear to have become the target 


of Aurangzeb's displeasure. Moreover, Asad Khan seems 


to have misused his position of wazir and benefitted by 


his close association with the Emperor. In 1679 Asad 


Khan appears to have been promised a bribe of Rs.20,000 


by the English Factors for procuring a custom free 


farman from the Emperor. But the latter refused saying 


that he could not grant it even for 22 lacs of rupees,” 


However, there are a number of parwanas issued by the 


grand wazir Asad Khan proclaiming and ensuring the desired 


concessions to the English merchants from time to time. * 





1. During the siege of Jinji Asad Khan was ordered to 


hasten to Zulfiqar Khan's help. As he delayed in 
going the Emperor remarked ‘It iS eaSy to make a 
boast but it is quite different to make it true, 
and also read the verse ‘Don't boast any more of 
yourself (being a Turk) because your Turkship has 
ended' Ruqdat-i ‘Alamgiri, op.cit., pp. 41-42- See 
also M.A., 352-53. In 1705 after the conquest of 
Wakinkhera Zulfiqar Khan was not given due rewards 
on account of some reasons. M.U., II, 97. 


He enjoyed the privilege of visiting the Emperor 
in Gulalbar (enclosure) riding on his palki which 
was forbidden to all the nobles_and Princes except 
those who had been granted palkis by the Emperor. 
Multafat Khan, another intimate servant, was also 
allowed, See M,A., 354. 


R.C. Temple (ed.) The Diaries of Streyansham Master 
1675-1680, vol. II, London, 191i, p.292 (hereafter 


see Master). 


Farmans, Nishans and Parwanas, op.cit., pp.48, 49, 
58, 59. These Parwanas belonged to the 2ist and 
23rd R.Y. of Aurangzeb. 


——~ 
~ 

“~ 

4 


William Norris writes "In dealing with officials at the 
Mughal Court-as, indeed, at any other court in the 
world-there was the problem of appeasing the underlings, 
who always took undue advantage of their priviledged 
position, It was equally impossible to determine whether 
they had been genuinely commissioned by their superiors 
to do a certain thing, and how far they represented 
affairs to their masters as they really were", Elsewhere 
he criticises the great nobles like deputy wazir Arshad 
Khan, second bakhshi Ruhullah Khan, and Mir Bakhshi 
Bahramand Khan for their illegal exactions” but never, 
however, Complains against Asad Khan and Zulfiqar Khan 
with whom he was on friendly terms and the two had been 
instrumental in procuring and sending for him dastaks 


to Masulipatnam and Surat. > 


1. The Norris Embassy to Aurangzeb, op.cit., 271. 
2. Ibid., pp.276-77. 


3. Ibid., pp.275—276. 


ae 
Md oastas * 
ree uety Pewyerey 


*IEPUTG "Be wetnus ugus eouTsd 
{ o/s 
ueiy zeyer o/s upppnutezZ soutdd “t= 
uety tepmen *6l= j uByy Pesy 
gaqysned *St dequsned "kt mTyeIgqI peumenmn "CL 


Se ee 


uety btpes o/p = 
usty sebtgiaZ reTueqy °c 


(UeMITYUS ( UeMITUS 

Uy 438T) uT 4faT) 

zoyysned “EL caqyusneq’olt 
j. 


(ueMITUS UT (UBMITUS UT 
(UBMITUS SUBUIOIAO AQ suemo0y10 £q ‘: 
ut 3J971) petapiny) petapiny) uey ms uety uedy uety 
°g uog °*% puemTy °9 <ZebTsT|Z °S peuleg *h weysny °t 


Jaqyusned °6 uog 
a IGE A 


nTuemere) Jog uTesny °Z 


{ 
nTueuele) dag weiteg *| 





avSv dO WLYVHO ‘TVOLSOTVAENAD 





ATINVE SiNY 





VY - XIGNdddv 


ia 
Tues ofen weit 
"ust 24 STEUS 
ITOHe ION = o/s ueit an 
uBtt uBtt epi ed uzun ooupTT uBdy IebtsJmM? 
retraT'Ge= ywktqreLye= epndy “Ec= puemeryeg «ee= (PEO ITED ued eo Ganeae 


reyugneq’gz sequsnea'Ge stequsned *ye dJequsned *C2 uog *cc aeted “le peummeiny °OZ 





ug yefgul, 
_ Suey pebtyr 
WTZey eZITW °Ot UFTeS peumMeMMW °6c 


epunytTo) Jo ueseH Inqy O/P = 


ugty yesgul, 
bet{s~ pewmemmw *22 


ugty sesy 0/p 
iFUey, Ted TemeN “41= unde BSTN UNIUTW “OL= 
pee I 


uBay Pesy WTUBLGT peumetmn *EL 


II ueqy eysteyg o/p = 


II uvety puemeryeg 
EbeN TTY, TEN “EH 


Tezek 
UBITH ITH O/s | 
uety IW TIBMzqgesg IeqyqynW Tued 
“*TpUEH See URL dered 0/5 
PeumeIMW ITN “OnE weit oe, pemmetmw "6 = 
zequaned *9e¢ Tezyysned “Ze 
Insak °*9€ 

Tomy wused utesny | 
~ uety wetsI o/p 


ungeg eituedi Le  uUueay eqysteug o/p= 
tf I 
UBEY DHRWETUEE "Ce. = uBty sebtsmMzZ 
Jayysgned °€2 TFeusT PeUMeUNW *OCc 


Ft 
‘ths 


References to the Genealogical Chart 


: indicates 


d/o " 


Numbers prefacing the names 


of persons in the Chart 


132 

2:3,4,5,6 
3+4,5,6,7,8,9 
3:10,11 

4+5,6 

jo ea 4 

12=d/o Sadiq Khan 
bE es 

12:14,14=18 

12:15, 15413, 15=19:28 
198 2 

13=16, 13% Asaf Khan 
13=17, 13:27 


13:27, 27:29, 29+30 

27=d/o Abul Hasan of 
Hyderabad 

e200 

13:21 


13:22 (22 died, in childhood) Kagim, 


13:23, 23=32, 32413 
13:24, 24=33 


13:25, 25=34 


13:26, 26=35 

20=d/fo Shaista Khan 

20% Shdista khan; 20¢Asaf 
Khan 

20=31 

20:36 

32:37, 38, 

37=39:41932623 

38=40 
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'Pather of! 
'Brother/Sister of' 
'Husband/wJife of! 
‘Grandson of' 
'Son-in-law of' 


‘daughter of' 
Sources 
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Ibid. 

Ibid. I, 442, 449, 52 , 542, 575, 
588 

M.U. II, 85 

ZeKh. II, 411; MU. IT, 88. 
Sadiq Khan, £.89(b): Kazim, 439; 
M.U.I, 310; z.m. 35,74. 

Kazim, 4933 MoU. - II, 89 

T.M, 8 

Kagim, 439; M.A. 27 


M.U. Ti, 93% ToM., 35 

Akbbarat, 25 R.Y. 10 Sept.1681; 
Mamuri, £.185(a) M. M.A., 312; 

M.U. I(a) 320-21. 





TM. 747 MU, Ifa), 320-321, 
Akbbarat, 32 R.Y., 4 Oct. 1688; 


Mamuri, £.185(a); M.A., 312-313. 
MoU. Fa) 3202229 PLM. 72, 
Waris, 313 

757-58 

M.A.,4617M.U.1, 454-57; 16, 
Akhbarat, 33 R.Y., 11 Sa cae 
MA., 374. 
Akhbarat, 
Ts Mig 22 
Kagim, 858: Akhbarat, 4 R.Y.1662., 
= 32 R.Y. 3 Oct., 1688; 
Meas. 1567 MUS 11 93. 


E 


39 R.Y.,18 January,1696; 








£ .164 (b) 
, 454-457, 
y T.M., 90. 
: Ibid., 66: M.A. 4723 








YN 
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10. 


Year 


1627 


1631 


1632 


1633 


1634 


1638 


1639 


1640 


1642 


1644 


APPENDIX-B 


MANSABS AND APPOINTMENTS HELD 
BY ASAD KHAN'S FAMILY 


Rank 


1000/600 


1500/800 


2000/800 


2000/1200 


2000/1500 
(500x2-3h) 


(A) UNDER SHAHJAHAN 
1. Khanlar, Zulfigar Khan 


Title 


Zalfiqar 
Kban 


Appointment 


In the central 
command with 
Asaf Khan in 
the battle 
against 
Shahryar. 


In the left 
wing command 

of the imperial 
army in the 


’ Deccan. 


Faujdar of 
Miyan-i Dodb 
Bakhshi of 
Dara's contin- 
gent in the 
Qandahar 
expedition. 


Darogha-i 
Topkhana 


Qiladar of 
Lahore fort 


Faujdar of 


Mandsor 


Tuyuldar of 
Pargana 
Bhojpur (Bihar) 


ma 
— 
a 
‘omnes 


Source 


Lahori I 
(a) 73. 


Lahori I (a), 


4063 Z.Kh. 
II, 411; 
nO ee 


Lahori I(a), 


432. 


Lahori I(a), 
476. 


Lahori I(b), 
101% Te. Tig 
Lahori, II, 
140-141; 
Sadiq Khan, 
fE. 50(a)- 

51 (a) 
Lahori, II 
154, 


Lahori, II, 
198, 2233 
ens Oe ee 


Lahori II, 
306; T.U., 71. 
Lahori II, 
3807 Tou. Tis 


LL, 
Le 


12. 


13. 


1653 
1656 


1651 


1653 


1655 


1657 
165é 


1658 


1659 


1663 
1664 
1670 


1671 


1673 


1673 


3000/2000 
3000/3000 


2. Muhammad Ibrahim, Asad khan 
(A) UNDER SHAHJAHAN 


1000 gat 
1500/600 


2000/600 


2000/7800 


Subedar of 
Bihar 


Akhtabegi 


‘Arz Wagait 
Subajat 


Second. 


Bakbshi 


(B) UNDSR_ AURANGZEB 


3000/1500 


3500/2500 


4000/2500 


4009/3800 


Second 


Bakhshi (H) 


Dy. Diwan 
Mir Bakhshi 


Dy. Diwan 
(Resigned) 


Sent to Kabul 
along with 
Prince Akbar 
to suppress 
the Afghans. 


Waris, 208, 296, 


Waris, 347+348; 
TU sei 


T.U., 196 


Waris, 208, 211, 
2373 Sadiq Kh&n 
£.29 (6)? Tau, 
196. 


Waris, 289,296, 
Taiz, 196, 


Waris, 361. 
Salil; 171; 
2443 CE.T.U., 
196. 


Kazim, 119, 
157; T.U.196. 


Kagim, 395- 
96. 


Kazim, 762. 
Kazim, 843. 
M.A.,103, 


M.A., 108? 


MU. I(a),311. 


MA., 125-26, 


M.A.,133,136. 


14. 


15, 


16. 


17. 


is. 


19: 


20, 


axe 


Ze 


23. 


24, 


25. 


1681-82 


1684 


1687 


1688 


1690 


7000/7000 


1692-93 


1693 


1698 


1699 


1701 


7000/7000 


Amir-ul 


Umara’ 


Wazir 


Deputed in the 
Deccan, 


Deputed with 
: ¢. _ 
Prince Agim- 

uddin to 
check Rathor 
activities. 


Visited 
Aurangzeb 
at 
Ahmadnagar 


Granted 
Masnad=i 
Wizarat 


In the 
conquest of 
Nandial fort 


In the siege 
of Wakankhera 
etc. 


In the siege 
of Jinji 
fort. 


Appointed at 
Brahmapuri 
(Islampuri) 
te guard 
imperial 
harem. 


Commanded 
Mughal troops 
besieging the 
fort of Khelna.,. 


1 
(bo); MU. I 
fa) Sr2. 


re A, 213; 
Futuhat, ff. 
83(b) 8B4(a). 


M.A., 2813 
Mes. italy 
312. 








MA., 


302; 


MU. I(a),312. 


M.A., 354. 


ve S04=59% 


K< 
> 


3385 


M.A., 391-92. 


M.A., 408; 
M.U. I(a), 314. 


= 
> 


~, 445,450; 
-, 196, 


| 


|e 
cay 


10. 


dt, 


IZ. 


13, 


3. Myhammad Ismail Zulfigar Khan 


1668 300/zat 


t673a74 
1677 Itiqad 
1679 


1681-82 1500/300 


1684 


1684 2000/400 


1684-85 


1685 


1686 


1687 


1688 


1689 3000/2000 


IN 


ulfigar 


Khan 


“N 


MeA., 71. 


Appointed in Viel ogc tke 
Kabul. 


M.A., 158, 


Bakhshi of M.A., 176. 








Appointed in M.A., 2137214- 
Ajmer;defeated T5; Akhoadrat, 


Rathors in. 25th R.Y. 

Merta. December, 1681; 
M.U., II,93-94; 
Deeg: 2's 


Sent towards M.A., 243. 
Zafarabad 

(Bidar) with 

a strong force. 


QUrbegi, MeA., 250-51; 
conquered Tele. tes 
chanda,. 


Sent towards M.A., 252, 259, 
Sangamnir, 
and Bidar. 


Thanedar of M.A. 266, 
Indi 

Punished M.A., 283. 
Marathas near 

Mangalbeda. 
Darogpa-i MiA..- 2973 


Ghusal Khana. M.U., II, 94. 


Sent to conquer Futuhat, 


Bangalore f£,427 1b )= 

fort 132. fades 

Sent to conquer Akhbarat, 33 RY., 
the fort of 4 November,1589; 
Raheri. M.A. 331, 332; 


—_ 


M.U., II, 94. 


14. 


nis 


16 


cr 


18. 


19, 


20% 


215 


a24 


23, 


24, 


1691 


1692-93 


1694 


1695 


1698 


1699 


1700 


1702 


1703 


1705 


1706 


4000/2500 


4000/3000 


5000/3000 


5000/4000 


5000/5000 


6000/6000 


Nusratjang 


Conquered the 
fort of Nirmal 
(Trinomali). 


Appointed to 
Conquer fort 
of Jinji. 


Conquered fort 
of jinji 
(renamed 
Nusratgarh 
after his 
name). 


Darogha-i- 
Jilau 
(A.Ci) 


Sent towards 
Parnala under 
Prince Bedar 
Bakpt, crushed 
Dhanna Jadav. 


Mir Ba shi 


sent towards 
Burhanpur to 
punish 
Marathas. 


Deputed in 
the siege of 
Wakankhera 
fort. 


Sent towards 
Aurangabad to 
punish 
Marathas; 
recaptured 
Kondana 
(Bakbshanda 
Bakhsh). 


a 
w 
[sy 


345; 


faa Lay, (OR, 


A., 351, 352- 
354-59, 
II,94, 


3s, 
M.U. 





369, 


, 37143 
hMeU., Il, 95. 

ri 3923 

M.U. 11, 95-96, 


= 
> 


o, 406. 


M.A 


—7- 


-, 430, 432, 
Mamtr 


Ap, POM a) 


M.A., 461; 
M.U., 11,96, 97. 
M.A., 470. 
M.A., 502-502; 


Mamuri, £.205(b), 


M.U.,II, 96-97; 


T.U., 72. 


S11, Si2% 
II, 97, 


M.A., 
M.U., 


~~ 
ON 
ST 


(c) FAMILY Of RUHULLAH KHAN 


The family of PUhullah Khan - the wir pakhshi 
of Aurangzeb - was an important Iranian family some 
of whose members came to India in 1606 in a very 
destitute eondition.* His grandfather Mir Khalilullah 
Yazdj the son of Mir Miran of YazG was a descendant of 
Saivid Nurud din Shah Nia&matullah Wali whose descent 
was traced to Imam Misa Kazim (the 7th iwan),” Before 
. their uigration to India the ancestors of RUhullah Khan 
had served under the Safavid rulers of Iran since Sh&h 
Is.na il Safavi's times? They had held important offices 
and some of them had earned the title of Murtagd-i 


4 
mamalik-i Islam (the chosen of the realms of Islam). 


The farily also had the privilege of marriage alliances 


with the Safavid family as it appears from the genealo- 





ern ats Re ES | 


1, Tuzuk, pp.62-63; M.U.,III,p.341. 
2, Geis Pits. Des Fo 


3. A detailed account_of the_family has been oe Be) 
the biography of Mir Khalilullah Yazdi in &.U.,III, 


4, Shah Nifamatullah II and his son Mir Miran I had 
this. title. See A,A.A.,1,ppel32, 228? M. M.U.,I1IT, 
p.339. It may also be pointed out that in A.A.A. 
members of this family have been mentioned with 
the prefix 'Shah' (viz. Shah Nifmatullah, Shah 
khelilullah etc.), while in the Mughal chronicles 
prefix 'Mir' has been invariably used to their 
names, which I have followed here, 


436 


gical charts appended to this chapter. In the text 
below the numbers within brackets after each name 

refer to the serial numbers given in the charts. Mir 
Khalilullah I's (No.6) grandfather Saiyid Naimuddin 

Shah Niamatullah II (No.2), married Khanish Pegum, 

a sister of Shah Tahmasp safavi, | whose daughter (N~-,4) 
(probably Pari Paikar Khanum of M,U.,III,p.339) was 
married to Ismail Mirza (later Shah Ismail II) the 

son of SHah Tahmasp in 1554-55.° Mir Ni&@matullah III 
(No.5) and his younger brother Mir Kha lilullah Yazai 

I (No.6) the sons of Amir GhySsuddin Mir Miran I (No.3) 
were also married to Safavid princesses, The former 
married Khanish Khanam, a daughter of Shah Tahmasp 

and the latter married Shah Ismail II's daughter Sultan 
Begum (No.8) .> After Khanish Khanam's death in 1590-91", 


during the reign of Shah Abbas I, Mir Niamatullah married 








Lp vA cAy Epp, 1323 Tuzuk, pp, 624, 150% -CEy MoU ep tly 
-339 mentions her name as Khanish Khanam, 


6 





2%: AAA. Typ. is2e -Tuzk, p-62; Che MiUss 1i1jD.339 
mentions a daughter of Mir Nifmatullah I as Paripaikar 
(fairy-~faced) Khanam who was perhaps the same 
daughter married to Ism@il Mirza, 


3. ASA AST, po.136,226+ Tuzuk, p.62,150e MoU. 121, 0.339% 


4, Ibid. p.136, vol. II, p.431. 
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another danchter of Shah Tahmasp, Khadija Sultan Begum, 
- 1 Sos 
the widow of Jarshed khan’, who was governor (.JAli) of 


pih-pas* (in Gilan). 


The MaSgir-ul Umara tells us that Shah Niamatul lah 
TI's (ve.2), father Mir Nizdmuddin Ard (No.1), was Sadr 
of Shah Ismail Safavi and afterwards when the vakil of thr 
State, Amir “ajm-i S3ni was killed at Ghajdiwan the “Gr 
was appointed the royal vakil.° During the reign of chah 
Tahmas, Ghyasuddin Muhammad Mir Miran r4 (No.3) held 
charge of the entire Suyurghals ($ahib-i Suyurghalat-i 
Kulli) and held some very important office (masnac~i 


‘agma t-o-igbal) in yazd, The total income from the property & 





te ee Se AER 


1. AJAWA., p.135. For Jamshed Khan's murder see A.4.A. 
I, pp.265-66, 


. Bih-pesh and Bih-ras were the two Cities (ulka) 
in Gilan, See A.A.A., I, p.265. 


ingUs, III, ppe340-411 wrongly mentions Shahr Bano 
Begum, another wife of Mir Niamatullah, as having 

died in the 4th R.Y. of Shh Abbas I in Isfahan; this 
is because of Si aa with Khanish Begum who died 

that. year, See A.A.As, IT, p.43l, Shahr Bano Bequm 

was a younger sister “of haat jan Begum and was married 
to Salman Khan, son of Shah Ali Mirzg Istajlu 

during the reign of Khuda Banda. See A.A,A., I, 
pp.t36, 260, .280. 





oy fe Uiey III, ppe 338-39, 


4. Besides holding the ancestral title of Murtaza- ae 
Mamalik-i Islam, he was also honoured to be styled 
Clagab as Arj anand Biradari (the revered brother) 
See A.A,A., Sys cpa oe 
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perquisites of the family (hasil-i imlak wa idrarat-i 
musallamiyat-i an silsilah) amounted to 5000 timins. 
During Shah ‘Abbas I's reign, Mir Khalilullah Yazdi I 
(No.6) the son of Mir Miran Yazdi I (No.3) and the great 
grand father of RUhullah Khan I (No.38) was granted 
charge of Yazd by the Shah in 1590-91. Subsequently, 
Mir Khalilullah Yazdi I was censured by the Shah for 
certain reasons and he lost his property as a result. 
From fear of his life he fled with his two sons Mir 
Miran II (No.9) and Mir Zahiruddin (No.10) to India and 
waited upon Jahangir at Lahore in 1606. He was graciously 
received by the Emperor and besides a cash award of 
Rs.12,000/-, was granted the rank of 1000/200, together 
with a Jagir.? In 1608, he fell ill after over-eating 
mangoes and died of severe diarrhoea at Agra. During 
this short association of about two years with Jahangir 
Mir Kha lilullah I had attained so much reputation in 

the court and closeness to the emperor that the latter 
was quite grieved on his death; and whatever he left 
behind in cash and kind was allowed to be sent to his 


children in Iran (vilayat) .4 His two grandsons - Mir 











1, AAJA. , I, p.145. 
25 ibid., 11) p.4317 MU. Tily pe34ls 
Se. Duzuk,: Ps6ss-MVU. ys TTT, 3414 


4. Ibid, pp.69,150. 
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‘Abdul Hadi (No.13) and xhalilullah Khan II (No.14) the 
sons of «ir Miran Yazdi II (No.9), from his Iranian 
wife, had remained in Iran on account of their tender 
age. Jahangir in a letter to Sh3h ‘Abbas asked that they 


be allowed to come to India.? 


After Mir Khalilullah's death, his two sons 
Mir Miran IT (No.9) and Mir Zahiruddin (No.10) received 
high favours. They were respectively taken into service 
in the 10th and 17th R.Y. and each one of them was 
initially granted the rank of 1000/400.* Mir Zgahirudéin, 
who joined the service in 1622? could not make progress 
and having resigned from the service went into retire- 
ment’, In 1632 Shahjahan granted him an annual allowance 
of Rs.18,000/-.> Mir Miran I, however, was appointed 


first as faujdar of Mewat in 1619° and then stbedar of 











1, M.U., III, p.341-42, The letter was sent by Khan 
Alam Mirza Barkhurdar who went on an embassy to 
Iran in 1613 and after a long stay came back to India 
in 1620. See M.U.,I, pp. 732-36 in the biography of 
khan Alam; also the biography of Mir Abdul Hadi, . 
AsSlat Khan M.U. I, pp.167-172, The ‘Alam Arai ALbasi, 
however, does not refer to the letter and the 
children. See A,A.A. III, 939,951. For the letter 
sent with Khan Alam, see Riazul Islam ; Indo-Persian 
Relations, Karachi, 1970, p. 74 n. 


2, Tuzuk, p.150,347. 

3. Ibid., p.346. 

4, MoUs TIty B42 

5. Lahori I(a), p.4327 M.U. III, p.342. 


6. Tuzuk, p.310. 


es 1 , 
Delhi in 1620, His rank was also successively 


2 
rajsed to 2500/1400 :n 1622°, in which year he aiea< 


After its establishment in India the fanily 
of ‘tir Miran Yazdi II succeeded in contracting matrimo- 
ninl relitions with important Iranian families. It 
may be noted that only the male members of this family 
married in the family of I'timad-ud Daula. Mir Miran 
II himself married Saliha Bano Begum (No.11) a daughter 
of nat shan’, his son Khalilullah Khan II (Mo.i4) married 
Hamida EAno Begum (No.17), a daughter of Mirza Safi 
Saif Khan, the son-in-law of Asaf Khan and a great 
grandson of Aga “ulla Dawatdar of Qazwin.° Ruhullah Khan 
I (%0.38) married a daughter (No.41) of Shaista Khan’, 
and a grandson of Khalilullah Khan II. Mir khan (110.42) 
the eldest son of Anir Khan Mir Miran III(No.36) married 


a davghter (No.57) of ‘Azizuddin Bahramand Khan, the 


grandson of Sadig Khan Mir Bakhshi.® 








1, Tuzuk, p.324, 

2. Ibid., p.344, 

om TIA. 5, (De sS2< 

4, M,U. III, pp.341-42, 
Bs, Ibid. Ts):,. p.775.. 


6. oe Habib‘'s article op,cit. Genealogical Chart ‘i! 
p84, 


7. Kazim, p. 477; MU. II, 1.309,706, 


8. ViA-, po4737 MoU. I(a), p.286, 4547 IT, 9.729, 


Among other Iranian families with which the 
family of Mir Miran Yyazdi II entered into marriage 
alliances were those of the Safavi Mirzas of Qandahar, 
“li Mardan Khan Zig, and Mirza Badi of paehnaee Mir 
Nimatullah (No.12), the son of Mir gahiruddin (No.10) 
married the daughter of Mirza Murad Kam Safavi.* Shahzada 
Begum (No.1i6), the daughter of Mir Miran Yazdi II, was 
married to Mirza Saf Shikan Khan (No.18), the son of 
Mirza Hasan Safavi,° and a daughter (No.37) of Khalilullah 
Khan II (No,14) was married to Saifuddin Safavi Kamyab 
Khan (No, 22) the son of Mirza Saf Shikan Khan (190.18) .7 
Amir Khan Mir Miran III (No.36) married Jan Nawaz Begum 
alias S8hibji (No.40), the daughter of ‘417 MardSn Khan 
Amir-ul Umara?; and Kabuli Begum (No.66) a daughter of 
RUhullah Khan I (No.38) was married to Mir Muhammad 
“‘aqidat Khan (No.72), son of Mirza Radi of Mashhad’. 


Hadiya Begum (No.69), another daughter of Ruhullah khanI 








1. He was one of the principal Saiyids of Mashhad. His 
ancestors had been the guardians of the shrine of 
the Imam Ali ibn Misd (the 8th Imam). See M,U.,I, 
pp. 222-25, ° 

2, Lahori, II, p.374; Warig, p.147. 

3. Ibid., p.485; Ibid, p.36; M.U. III, 478-479. 

4. Kazim, p.663; M.U. III, 479. 

5. Mamtri, £.192(a); M.U. I (a) 284; T.M, II, 9. 

6. M.U., I(a), 225; Cf. T.M. II, 62 mentions Mariyam 


Begum whose daughter Panna Begum (No.78) was 
married to Sarbuland Khan (No.74). 


~~ 
t 
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was married to Mir Muhammad Rafi Sarbuland xhan 


re < = - i 
(No.74) the son of Mir afzal Mugqtadavi Khan of Tun. 


Some women from this family were also taken 
into marriage by Mughal princes in the reign of Aurangzeb, 
“Risha Begum (No,67), a daughter of Ruhul lah Khan I, was 
married to Prince Muhamnmcd ‘Azim (No.73), the son of 
Prince Shan Alan.” Similarly, a daughter (No.56) of 
Amir Kban Mir Miran III was married to Prince Tzzuddin 
(No,61) the son of Prince Muaizuddin towards the close 


of Aurangzeb's reign, 


Returning to the position of the members of 
Ruhullah Khan's family as mansabdars a reign-wise 
tabulation is offered in Appendix-B, which shows the 
mansabs held by members of the family from Jahangir to 
Aurangzeb, The table contains only the highest ranks 
known to have been attained by then in each reign, 

Tt appears that till the end of Aurangzeb's reign three 
generations of the family had continuously been in 


active service and that they continued to enjoy increasin- 








1. MU. III, 801-806, 
2, Mika» pest le MOUL, TT, pesltc 


3, Ibid., p.518; Akhbarat, Shabadn 5oth R.y. (4 Nov.1706) 
and 3 Ramzan 51 R.Y. (28 Nov., 1706), 
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gly higher position in each successive reign, In the 
first generation there were only three members who =re 
known to have been holding ranks. But none of them had 
the rank of 5000 zat. In the second generation their 
position improved to the extent that out of eight 
members two were holding the rank of 5000 zat. The two 
were Mir Abdul Hadi Asdlat Khan 5000/4000 and xkhalilullah 
Khan Yazdi 5000/5000 (2-3h). The remaining six members 
reached ranks ranging from 700 gat to 2500 gat. The 
third generation during Aurangzeb's reign attained the 
highest position in terms of mansabs. Out of 17 members 
of the family holding ranks, three held the rank of 
5000 gat and above, They were Khalilullah Khan 6000/6000 
(2-3h), Amir Khan Mir Miran 6000/5000 (3000x2-3h) and 
Ruhullah Khan I 5000/5000. Among the rest three were 
medium rank mansabdars such as ‘Abdul Kafi Nawazish 

khan (3000/1200) ,Sultan Husain Iftikhar Khan (3000/1200) 
and Ruhullah Khan II (3500/1200). Thus, in the first 
two Categories (viz. high and medium rank categories) 
the position of RUhullah Khan's family was more stronger 
during Aurangzeb's reign than’ever before. Out of the 
remaining eleven members only four held the ranks of 
1000 gat and above while seven of them reached ranks 
below 1000 gat. They were all sons of Amir Khan Mir 


Miran, so that except two of his sons ~ Amir Khan 


>™ 
a 
~—s 


(1000/600) and Marahmat Khan (1000/300) ~ all other sons 


reached ranks below 1000 gat. 


As regards the offices held by the members of 
RUhullah Khan's family, information on central offices, 
governorships, faujdaris and giledarships during the 
reign of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb is brought together in 
Appendices C, D and E. We have seen that during Jahangir's 
reign it was only Mir Miran Yazdi II who held the rank 
of 2,500/1,400, the then highest rank held in the family, 
and the governorship of Delhi." During the reign of 
Shahjahan the family, however, made great progress 
in terms of offices held by its members. The tables show 
that many important central offices like Mir-i Tuguk, 
Mir Atish, Mir Bakhs'i, second Bakbpshi, Bakhshi of abdis, 
Akbtabegi, Qarawalbegi, Qushbegi, QUrbegi, Darogha of 
Dagh and Peshkash were held by members of the family. 

It also appears that with the exception of the two major 
central offices of Diwan-i kul or wazir and Mir-i saman 
the other three major offices in the centre namely Mir 
Bakhshi,Mir-i Tuzuk and Mir-i Atish were held by them. As many 
as six members of the family are known to have held 
central offices during Shahjahan's reign, Durino the 


1. Tuzuk, p.324, 344, 
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reign of Shahjahan the province of Delhi was twice 

put under the charge of two members of the family. Mir 
Abdul Hadi Asalat Khan was its governor from 1635 to 
1637; and Khalilullah Khan II from 1651 to 1658.” We 
may recall that Mir Miran Yazdi II too had been governor 


of Delhi under Jahangir. 


During Aurangzeb's reign the family held a 
number of central offices, governorships of various 
provinces and also the offices of faujdar and Qiladar 
of different places. In addition to the offices held 
during the reign of Shah Jahan, many other important 
central offices were also assigned to them, These include 
Mir-i Saman, posts of Darogha of macebearers, servants 
of Jilau, bas Chauki, and Diwan-i Khas etc. The office 
of Akbtabegi (master of horse) which was only onee 
assigned to Khalilullah khan II during Shahjahan's 
reign, was now frequently assigned to three members of 
the family, viz. Sultan Husain Iftikhar Khan, Muhammad 
Ibrahim Multafat Khan, and RUhullah Khan I. The last 
named was appointed thrice to this office,” The office 
of Mir-i Saman which was one of the major central offices 


was also assigned for the first time in the family to 





1, See Appendix-D(A). 


2. See Appendix-C(B ), 
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Sultan Husain Iftikhar Khan and Ruhullah khan ie 


As regards governorships held by members of the 
family our table shows that as many as five members of 
the family were appointed to various provinces during 
Aurangzeb's reign. The provinces include Punjab (Lahore), 
Kabul, Allahobad, Kashmir, Bihar, Ajmer, Bijapur, 
Hyderabad Bidar and Mander,” It is also evident that 
the average tenure of each incumbant both in the 
central offices and in the provinces was longer than 
under Shahjahan, Mir Miran, Amir Khan's total tenure 
as governor of Kabul was about 36 years,> As many as 
six members of the family held various faujdaris and 
Qildaris in the empire, The faujdaris include those of 


the Sarkars of Kohistan-i JammU, Mandu, Langarkot (in 





Peshawar), Dhamuni, Saharanpur (or Miyan-i Doab), upper 
and lower Bangash, Jaunpur, Ghazipur Zamania and Agra, 
The Qiladaris held by members of the family were of 
Agra, Ahmadnagar, Bijapur and Qandahar fort (in the 


Deccan) .” Thus, the family of RUhullah Khan I occupied 








1, See Appendix C(B). 
24 Ibid., D(B). 
3. Ibid., also see Chapter 5(b). 


4, Ibid., E(B). 
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a high rosition during Aurangzeb's reign as far as 
the Central Offices, governorships of provinces and 


other important offices are concerned, 


A few words may be offered about Rithullah Khan I's 
personal career under Aurangzeb. He reached the high 
mansab of 5000/4000 and besides holding many important 
posts obtained the coveted office of the Mir Bakhshi. 
Our evidence suggest that Ruhullah Khan I during most 


of his career enjoyed the trust of the emperor. 


He appears to have started his career in the 
beginning of Aurangzeb's reign, as he is not mentioned 
at all in the sources of Shahjahan's reign. He was 
deputed by the successful Aurangzeb to march along with 
his father Khalilullah Khan II in pursuit of Dara 
Shukehc” He was presumably granted the rank of 1000/200 
after the war of succession as in the 2nd R.Y. (1659) 
he is reported to have received an enhancement of 
500 gat_ and promoted to the rank of 1500/200.° In the 
6th R.Y. (1663) his rank was further enhanced to 


1500/500 and he was appointed Mir Bakhshi of aAh-dis’, 


em ote to 








1, Kazim, p.147. 
2. Ibid., p.486. 


3, Ibid,, pp.817,830; M.U. II, pp.309-310. 
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apparently the first appointment, so far, known to be 
held by him, This office he held for about five years, 
till 1668, During this period he seems to have become 
a close and confidential noble of Aurangzeb, Manucci 
tells us that one day during his tenure as Mir Bakhshi 
of Abdis (a rank much inferior to that of the Wazir), 
breaking well established conventions and practices, 
Ruhullah Khan at the time of presentation of petitions 
to the emperor took precedence over the Wazir, and went 
very close to the emperor. The next day when Ja‘tafar 
Khan ventured to draw the emperor's attention to this 
impropriety the emperor took a lineant view and instead 
of censuring Ruhullah Khan assured Ja'tafar Khan (Wazir) 


that it would not be repeated in future.” 


In 1668 RUhullah Khan was appointed Akbtabegi- 
(Master of horse), a charge which was exclusively 
assigned to very trustworthy persons. ° However, a few 
years afterwards his fortunes began declining as in the 
14th R.Y. (1671 A.D.) he was replaced by Iradat Khan 
and in the 16th R.Y. (1673 A.D.) he was given the less 


important office of the faujdar of Dhamuni, and soon 


A aD 


1, Manucci, Vol. II, pp. 443-444. 








2 M.U. II, pp.309-10. 


3. In the context of Husain Beg Khan Zig, the author 
of Ma'agir-ul uUmara’ nentions that the office of 
Akhbtabegi was entrusted with none but only the 
very trusted person, See M.U. I, p.591. 


after was renoved from that post too, for reasons not 
mentioned by AGiheritdes.” After two years in 1675 he 
was, however, reinstated to the rank of 1,500/400 and 

was appointed faujdar of Saharanpur .- In a letter, from 
Jahan Ara Begum to Raja Budh Prakash Zamindar of 

Srimur (in Garhwal), Ruhullah Khan is mentioned as faujdar 
of Miyan-i Does which is identical with Saharanpur. 

It may be pointed out that this letter was written to 

the Raja in reply to his letter in which he had requested 
Jahan Ara Begum to issue orders (Nishan) to RUhullah khan 
and other officials to assist the Raja in dealing with 
his Tahvildars (treasurefs) and the zamindars of pargana 


SaaHire.” 


From 1675 till his death in 1692, for a period of 
about 18 years, Ruhullah Khan led an uninterrupted career 
holding successively many important offices such as 
Akhtabegi (second time, 1677 A.D.), Kban-i SAman (1678 
A.D.), Mir Atish (1679 A.D.), Mir Bakhshi (1680 A.D.), 
Second Bakbshi (1681 A.D.), Qiladar of Ahmadnagar (1685 
A.D.), again Mir Bakbshi (1687 A.D.), gubedar of PRijapur 


(1687 A.D.) and stbedar of Hyderabad (1688 AowS 
eae a 





1. M.A., p.127; MUL II, p.310. 
Ze Ming (2443 MoU TT) pe3i0% 


3, RudSt --i Alamgir, ed, Saiyid Najeebashraf Nadvi, 
Azamgarh, 1929, letter No.3/200, p.316,. 








4. Ibid. 
5. M.A., pp.150, 156, 187, 195, 260, 281, 282, 298-99; Mdmiri, 


Mughal Nobility, p.146, has wrongly mentioned him as 
Stbedar of Orissa. 
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He was also active in a number of military expeditions 
sent against Marathas in the Deccan ané€ participated 
in fa11 of the forts of Bijapur, Golconda and Reienae.* 
He received rapid promotions and obtained the rank of 


2 
5000/4000 in 1686, 


As second Bakpshi Ruhullah Khan appears to be 
acting as a bridge between the emperor and officers by 
mediating between the two. On the one hand he kept the 
emperor well informed about nobles' activities and on 
the other pleaded their cases and sought remedies to 
their grievances. In 1681 the emperor granted Keke 
Hifzullah son-in-law of Ma'amur Khan two months' leave 
to visit his mother at Shahjahanabad at Ruhullah shan's 
veconnendattone In the same year on his pleading as 
second Bakbshi, Amir Khan the subedar of Kabul received 
a promotion to the rank of 6000/5000 (3000x2-~3h) all 
unconditional, Amir Khan reported to the emperor throuch 
Ruhullah Khan that instead of Rupees 6,00,000/- given 
to the Afghans annually, probably to maintain safety of 
the routes, he allowed them only Rupees 1,50,000/- 


and retained the rest for the central treasury. 








1, See relevant entries of Ruhullah Khan's career in 
Appendix-C(B). 


2. MiA., p.282, MU. II, p.311. 


3. Akbbarat, Sha'ban 24th R.y., 23 August, 1681. 
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RUhullah Khan seems to have put the case so competently 
that in addition to an enhancement in rank, Amir Khan 


= ie 1 
also received 1,20,00,000 dams as inam from the emperor, 


He also appears issuing hasb-ul Rbukm on orders of 
the emperor to various nobles and officers. In 1681 A.D. 
he sent a hasb-ul_hukm to Khan Zaman informing him that 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Thanedar of Thaneswar, should be 
punished for not performing his duties and staying at 
Burhanpur. Khan Zaman was further asked to explain to 
the emperor why Muhammad Ibrahim was allowed to stay at 


2 
Burhanpur. 


Ruhullah khan was also entrusted, as second 
Bakbshi with the task of preparing and sending the Tumar 
of nobles' contingents. In 1681 he was asked by the 
emperor to send the Tumar of Ma'tamur Khan's contingent.> 
Again in the same year the emperor assigned him another 
important task of ordering the faujdars of Surhanpur, 
Surat and Gujarat to maintain the high way so that the 
travellers could pass through their territories and 


reach the court safely.’ Further, he was also compelled 


1. Akbbarat, Shawwal 25th R.Y. 24th October, 1681, 








2. Ibid., Zid&da, 6th November, 1681, 
3. Ibid., 14th November, 1681, the 


4. Ibid,, 
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to convey imperial orders of punishment and demotions, 

In 1681 he informed Shaikh Muhammad Anwar, Jiwan of 

Pur and Mandal, that his rank was decreased froin 160/20 
to 10/20 as a punishment for not informing the emperor 
about the attack of Rana Raj Singh on Mandal, and writing 
to Asad [han instead of the emperor, He was strictly 


ordered to send reports direct to the emperor in future.- 


When Aurangzeb learnt from the reports of the 
secret news-writers about the bets made by Khan-i Jahan 
and Rustam Khan, in which Rustam Khan lost an enormous 
amount in lieu of which Khan-i Jahan confiscated his 
Jagir, the emperor ordered the second Bakhshi Ruhullah 
Khan to issue a hasb-ul hukm to the Ba hshi of the Deccan 
informing him about the decrease of 500 gat in his rank 
as runishment since he failed to report the matter to 


2 
the emperor. 


It is curious that all these important tasks 
of issuing the hasb-ul hukms and conveying orders were 
entrusted to Ruhullah Khan who held the office of 
Second Bakhshi while the Mir _Bakhshis during this period 


were Himmat Khan> and, after him, Ashraf Khan". Could 


1, Akbbarat,orcit;i.A., 217. 
2. Akbharadt, Zilhaj 25th R.Y. 15th December, 1681, 


ae MeAes BPs 195, 201, 


4, Ibid., p. 206. 
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one then venture to infer that RUuhullah Khan was not 
only Setond Bakbshi but also a favourite and close 


confident of Aurangzeb. 


Ruhullah Khan was appointed Mir Bakhshi twice. 
First in the 23rd R.Y. (1680) after the death of 
Sarbuland rant though for a short period of about one 
year. The second time was in the 30th R.Y. (1686) 
with the rank of 5000/4000, He remained in this office 
till his death in 1692 and Was succeeded by Bahramuand 
Khan. It ap; ears that in addition to the office of 
Mir Bakhshi he was also appointed subedar of eijapur 
and Hlyderabad, the two crucial provinces in the Deccan. 
This suggests that Aurangzeb had special trust in 
Ruhullah Khan's administrative capability and states- 
marsha: He was considered one of the best adininistra- 
tors and advisors in matters pertaining to the government, 
and was summoned to the court for consultations on 


4 
important matters. 


Whether at court or away from it RUhullah khan, 


as Mir Bakhshi, retained his importance, Most of his 
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2. Ibid., pp. 348, 350, 
35 Mis, ET, 214. 
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5 1 
petitions were approved and accepted by the emperor and 
latter was so indulgent to him that Ruhullah xhan, at 
times, took liberty and Gisregarded the norms and 


regulations of the court. 


His recommendations were usually accepted by 
the emperor, 1t was at his instance that Abdullah khan 
Barha dot his rank restored, a task in which he failed 
earlier inspite of performing courageous deeds against 
Marathas. Ruhullah Khan, however, through his interce- 
ssion convinced the emperor and got Abdullah Khan's 


3 
rank released, 


Nevertheless, Ruhullah Khan was, on occassions, 
Censured by the emperor. From 1673 to 1675 he was under 
Suspensions: During his governorship of Hyderabad he 
was again »unished for certain reasons but after a few 
days he was pardoned.” At times, it appears that his 


petitions were also rejected, During the days of scarcity 








2, Manucci II, 443-44. 


3. Ragaim-i Xaradim, &.M., Add, 26239, £. 9(a); 
Ruga'at-i Alamgir, Nizdmi Press Kanpur, 1273 AH., p.27. 


Ae MAG py. Wea, Me TT, pate. 
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5. Ragaim-i Karam, ff. 31(b)-32(a); Ruga'at-i Alamgir, 
Ope cit. PPe 39-40. 
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of paibagi and increasing pressure of salary-claimants, 
the e:mperor repeatedly forbade Ruhullah Khan for making 
fresh recruitments and once (in 1691) asked him strictly 


not to recommend people for employment. + 


Although described by most of our authorities as 
a liberal and benevolent person” Ruhullah Khan was not 
free from certain faults, Manucci calls him "honest but 
greedy both in eating and getting".° Ruhullah Khan was 
unable to maintain good relations with his deputy subedar 
of Hyderabad Jan Nisar khan though he was appointed on 
his recommendation, The latter went to the extent of 
filing a complaint against RUhullah xhan's wrong inten- 
tions against him and requested the emperor to transfer 
him to the post of Bakhshi-i Tan.* RUhullah Khan is also 
charged for appropriating money from the people on 
different pretexts. He often so cleverly managed to 
conceal his actions that the emperor was always convinced 


of his honesty.” In a Jetter Aurangzeb himself 





1, KK. II, pp. 411-12, 


2. MU. II, pp. 313-14, 
3. Manucci, III, p. 95. 


= as _ 2 ” ral Seas 
4, Hamiduddin Khan Bahadur, Ahkam-i Alamgiri, ed. JN. 
Sarkar, Calcutta 1926, Ahkam No.53, pp. 65-66. 


5. MoU. II, 314-15 mentions how RUhullah khan convinced 
the emperor of his honesty when he was found to have 
realised a 2/3rd commission on an advance which a 
Raja in the Deccan received through his recommendation. 


~~ 
ar 
io pi 


acknowledges RUhullah Khan's act of misappropriation 


of wealth from the Heeole. 


In spite of these failings Ruhullah khan remained 
a great favourite of Nueauaces Ate last days. When the 
Khan was lying in his death bed, the emperor visited him 
and seeing hi: uncenscious broke down. The KhAn took the 
opportunity of seeking the last favour and begged that 
the emperor should show kindness and favour to those of 
his sons who were deserving and indulgence to those who 
were undeserving as being the sons and grandsons of a 
Khanazad. The emperor was gracious enough to give the 
assurance. Ruhullah Khan further requested that since he 
had accepted the Sunni faith and the rituals of ablution 
and burial should be performed accordingly. He also 
requested that his two daughters be married to Sunni grooms, 
According to his last will his elder daughter was marrie3 
to Prince Muhammad Agim, On the other hand, Siyadat 
Khon son of Siyadat Khan Saiyid Oqhlan trefused to accept 
the younger daughter in marriage doubting her sincerity 


to the sunni Paine 


~ ast me a = 
ale Ragaim-i Karaim, ff. 24(a)-(b); Ruga'at-i Alamgir, 
Opa Cit. Dts. 27-398. = 





2. Indyatullah Khan, Ahkam-i Alamgiri, Abdus salam 
collection, 327/97, M.A. Library Aligarh, ff£.13(b)- 
14(a); 18(a)-19(b); also Ahka&m-i‘Alamgiri, op.cit., 
Ahkam No.69, pp.77-78 and Ahkam No.70 pp.78-81,. 


Ruhullah Khan's successful career thus came to 
an end in 1692, but his last wish was honoured by 
Aurangzeb who took his sons into service. The second 
son Mir Hasar kKhdnazad Khan stepped into the shoes 
of his father being appointed as Khan-i Saman in 1697-98 
with the title of Ruhullah Khan IT. He ultimately reached 


ak 
the post of Second Bakhshi, 


1 





. See Appendix-C(B); for his biographical d-tails 
see also M.U., II, pp.315-317, 


uptyy umbeg ue }tns eftpedy (q) 
aRDPA (qd) Taezes dspuyet ueus o/p 
2 ued 2S ‘ weueti ystueqd} (e) = 
ae USEIXAPA (P)= IT FHZeA YeTIN 8 ; 
rea eee ‘aL 9 -=TTTeU ITW *9 III WPTINIEWETN JTW °S 


(II TyewsT Yes - 32383e7) {____________________________| 


Taezes ezitW T FEST = 
(weuedy zeyxTed fred) 
°a Pp 


ee 


Taezes dseuyert ueus 
JO Jeqysts wnbed yustueqy = 


I FpzeA UPAIW IAIN 
peuwmeynW uTppnseaypuH aquy °€ 


II YeTTNeUBIN 
yeus UTppnUTeN PTATes °Z 


pQy UTPPNUEZTN JTW °T 





ATtwed $,ue YET IngnY FO ZzeUD TeoTboTeauaey 





V-XICNdddv 





re 2rteuN TN-Tpwy 
ueqA UPPIeW TTY 
o/p tfqrues sette 
unbeg ZemMen uec OF = 
~ereuQ [Tn-iAtur’ 
ueuy PISTEUS OC/P Th = 7? = III uerIIW IIW 
YURTINZTZV, *6E I ue uerrndny “°se "a LE ue Ifuwy °9€ 
upty 3erSnNn ueds 
‘ITSEN peuWweyNW “EZ qeAweyx UTPpNFtes °7Z 
_}3®S PZITW 
‘upuxa jtes O/p = . 
oueg eprlweH “ZT = ueyy JeTesy 
II uedy YeLINTTTedd “vT TPEH TOpPAY “ET 


aeeneee 





Taeges weqsny ezrztw s/b 
“ ueG¥ ueytus ges ezztw °st= 
und3s g uedM USTZEMEN 
. epezyueus “oT FFeM TOY, ST 
TAeFES 


Wey PRINW eZITW O/p = L....____....___] 
YPTINJEWEIN IIW °ZT 


ueti JFesy O/p 
| oued eUTTES “TT (G) UBII UT (e) = 
UTPPNITYeZ ITN “OT FPZEA UPTTW JTW °6 
Sse 
I FPZPA YETINTTTeU! IW °9 


466 


ue apbee At “OE 


reMzqeg ueuyi 


TEIN — 
UTPPNzeUed <= on inpeyed upip 
- Te = UEtDE ANUAEFEL qeTesy ‘bIpESs 
"a 62 Jeyec peumeyny “sz prumeynn TTIW “Lz Fbee TNpay *9¢ IPEH Tnpay °SZ UPTINpOY “62 


Sa aaa i 


uedy TIv, USTZEMEN “GE upil 3eseIT NW peUdy ITH "PE 


UTPTCY TNUTeZ ITW “EE peUWeYNW ITW *ZE 


uedy 3eseqrnw 
WTYEIGL ued rzeqytazi 
ufppneyeg “1 PruMEgNW *OZ ufesny uesy{ns “6T 


Pt 


uedi IeTesy TPeH TNPay, ‘eT 


, 
a 


BL 


*(pee “(B)I *A*°W) seutqnoucoa Aq_ ATRSOW |SreM UsSIPTTYO 
esouL ‘rey Aq pTtyo ou pey ue rtwy pue sseTpttyo sem tfatues :eq0Nn 


uTPPNzZZTnW 
sDuUTId O/S 
VERB eT Tly FTy Topay, i (utesnH) . 
aouTIgG 19 = peuwetnw eCeMay ITW 09 = wTzey ueseH ueseHy 
°d 9S ITW°SS peumetnWw “7S "ad "€S “PUOW’ZS poewuretMNW’TS Trav ITW’OS 
5uefzepzes 
uedy insuep 
Thay o/s 
uTsStnpw 
BZITW O/p°0s = 
‘ uedy 
Buec zeptTnes See 
anpeueg ued peuty yeTinebed’6L 
pres QeMEN 0/e_29 = 
anpeyee uth 7 
‘upibhi utesne €9 O/P BS = 
UTPPNAYXeA "6S uptit ueipi uBtDT 
as al cane vo. = aquy qeulezeyW zeptTby, ueuy 
ueUM ueUy ue wundeg be ysr ‘WE UBIGI ‘TeZer JTW ‘TOUPW 


URTINDRSW°6y FTES*SY FPEH*LP EL Tpeti°op peuUetNW’ Gp PeUWeYNW’ Pp, PeuMetNN EY PeUUeYOW IIW* 7p 





FFardes OF = 
III }PZeA ULITW IW uedy Atuy *9¢ 


4620 


III ue 
ees yeTTnuny ‘uety ued 
OLE PeUUWeyNW IFW" OL UPTINTETOEUN SL 
¥L. = 
unbeq euued’ ss 
Foeusen 
pewweynw ITW 
ueut by = 
*“Buer 7TemMeTTtd weTy, YBUS Fe sy ees 
anpeyed uethy o/g upay, FePEPW cL = oF = aq ‘te 
pueTtnaqres “TFeu pewwe ny (oueg 
_. peuwmedoW IT’ Pls easutId €L = wedAtrew TO) ueiDy iL | 
UEky * ~ wertTeg uety yetTtaqny _ 
UueTT umba @ umbeaq wnba gq Atbeg uel pezeuetp ueuy 
AQeURTN'OL  PATPPH 69 “Ad 89 eUsTY"L9 JFINGeEI°99 peuMeUNW’s9 ueSeH IJIW*’?9 YPTINZTeS “E9 


as See 


ueii easteus O/p pb = 
I uety yertinuny °ge 


oe 


References to the Genealogical] Charts 


Numbers prefacing the names of Sources 


persons in the charts 


























1:2 Me Tip. 3392 
2=Khanish Begum + Shah Tahmasp Ag AiAcy Ey OZ SPUzuk seo, 
Safavi 1507 MoUs LiL. 339% 
233 A.A.A., I, 14537 Tuzuk, 
62,1503 M.U. III, 333. 
Cn = - 
2:4 = Ismail Mirza Safavi A.A.A. I, 1323 Tuzuk, 
62, 
3:5,6 A.A.A. I, 145; Tuzuk, 
62, 150; M.U. III, 339. 
5 = Khanish Khanam d/o Shah AVAwAs Tf 136,- 2289-21, 
Tahmasp oie Tusk, “627150. 
5 = Khadija Sultan Begum AAAs. by: 1352 
d/o Shah Tahmadsp 
6 = Sultan Begum d/o Shah AsA, Ay 1,0 2287 Tazink, 62, 
Ismail II 1508: Meus, Pity 3415 
3:7 = Yaktash Khan S/L 3; M.U. III, 339-40, 
7 = Yaqtb khan 
8 d/o 43; 8 = 6 A.A.A., I, 22837 Tuzuk, 
62, 1507 MU. IIt, 341. 
6 : 9, 10 Tuzuk 150, 137%; 'i.u. ITI, 
341. 
10 + 3 S/o 2 Tuzuk, 346. 
10 +9 Lahori I(a),432,475. 
9 : 13, 14 (from an Iranian Lahori Eflaty 2997 120s, 
wife) III, 341-42, 
9 = 11 d/o Asaf Khan M.U., III, 341, 829-30, 


9 : 15,16 M.U., III, 829-30. 


16 = 18 


14 + 13 


15 Sfo 9; 9 + Asaf Khan 


22 = @/o Khalilullah 
Yazdi II 


10 : 12 = d/o Murad Kam Safavi 
Rustam Safavi 


d/o Mirza Safi Saif Khan 
£20 2) 

19 S/o 13 
20°.37o 43, 20419 
Zt Sag OS 


32 34 


a3 3 35 


19 24, 25, 26 


27 S/o 19 


28 S/o 19, 28 : 30 


31. SAL: 19 


14 +: 36, 38, 39 + 38 


~~ 
Saar ] 
~~ 


Lahori II, 485; Jaris, 
Sadiq Khan £.73 (a); 

M.U. I(b), 775 

Lahori II, 116. 

Lahori II, 240, 471. 
Kazim, 663; MU. III,479. 
M.U. I(b), 781-82. 

Lahori Ii, 374; Waris, 
147; Kagim, 287; M.U., 
TIT, 342. 

M.U. I(b), 775. 

Kazim, 627,908; M.U. I(a), 
172, 252; IIL, 61 

Lahori II,677; Waris, 14, 
207; Kazim 158. 


Waris, 206,214,255; Kazim, 
158; MU. III, 611. 


Akhbarat, 25 R.Y. 


(24 4h Dec. 1681). 


Zilhaj 


219; M.U. I(a), 


5 


al 


84> CE, “.U.T (a), 


°@ 
354 ~55, 
(iMey- 1172 CE. Med « Tla)y 


T.M. 


26. 


Kazim, 908; M.U.I (b), 
M.A. 222, 349. 


781-82; 


39 
38 


36 


36 


36 


36 


36 


36 


36 
36 


36 


a/o 


36 


36 
36 
36 


36 


36 


36 


36 


Sfo 14 
41 


Cle = 
40 dfo Ali Mardan 
Khan Amir-ul Umar@’ 


42 


A2 


43,44,55 


52,47,51,54 


46 


Ad 


44 S/L 58;44:79=80 
Mirza Muhsin b/o 
Safdar Jang 


43 


45 


49 


50 


56 


53° 


48; 59 


me 


50,51,52,54,17, 44 


60 S/L 36 


469 


Kazim,663; M.U.I(b),781-82. 
Kaz im,487,964, 
Kazim,4777; MU. II,309,706, 


MoU. I(a),284; Matitiri £.192(a); 


TSM. II, 9. 


boA, 4772 M20, 1 (a), 2867 2.0. 
II, 66, 


M,U,I(a), 286-87. 


Akhbarat,44 R.Y, 10 Zilhij 1e@ tiny 
1700. 


Akbb&rat,44 R,Y.15 Rabi I, 19 
August, 1700. 


Akhbardt,44 R.Y. 17 Zilhij, 25 
May, 1700. 


2M. 84, 

Mo, 237s Ti ay. ee 

M.A.481; TM, II,58,112-43; 

M.U. IZI,713-15, 

Akhbarat, 50 R.Y, shaban, 4 Sov. 
17063 T.M., @5. ° 

TMi. IT, 102 

T.M, II, 118, 


TE edhe dekg: Bolg 


Akhbarat, 44 R.Y. 12 Zilbtij 
20 May, 1799, 


M.A. 518; Akhbarat 50 R.Y. 


Shaban,4 November, 1706; 51 RY. 
3 Ramzan, 28 Nov. 1706. 


Akhbarat, 44 R.Y. 17 Zilhij, 
25 May, 1700: 


Riyagus Saldtin,260-61- 


53,64,65 M.U. II, 315, 

66 = 72 M.A. 114; MU. I(a), 225, 

78 = 74 T.M, II, 62, 

67 = 73: 81 MA. 347, 373; M.U. II, 313; 
TM. II, 6n, 26, 

68 Ahkam-i ‘Alamgiri, 77-78, 78-81. 

59 = 74 MU. III, 801-806. 

70 T.M. II, 91. 

63; 71 = 44 8/163 TM. IT, 58. 

46 M.A. 274; TLM. II, 16; ,U.1I,315. 

1776577 M.U. II, 317; T.ii. II, 56, 75 
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Members of RUhullah Khan's family as Mansgabdars 





a venene —— ee 





S.No. 





ee a SD 


Name & Title 


a re ee Seren 











A, UNDER JAHANGIR 


1. Mir Khalilullah Yazdi 
oy Mir Miran Yazdi 
3. Mir Zahiruddin 


ae Mir Zahiruddin 

2. Mir vimatullah S/o 
Mir Zahiruddin 

3, Mir Abdul Had, Asalat 
Khan 


4, Khalilullah' Khan Yazdi 


5. Naw&zish Khan, ‘Abdul, 
K. afi 

6. Amir Khan, Mir Miran 

7. Sultan Husain, Iftikhar 
Khan 

Bs Mohd. Ibrahim, Multafat 
Khan 


CC. UNDER AURANGZEB _ 


i: Khalilullah khan 


oe “abdul Kafi, Nawazish 
Khan 


eee eerie ae 





Rank 





1000/200 


2500/1400 


1000/400 


1000/4 00 


1000/200 


5000/4000 


5000/5000 
(2~3h) 


2500/1000 


1500/500 


1000/500 


1000/1000 


6000/6000 
(2-3 h) 


3000/1200 


ee ee 





a rn ee res 





Source 
Tuzuk; 69; MoU. ITZ, 
341, 


Tuzuk, 344, 


Tuzuk, 347. 


Qazwini, 148(a). 


Waris, 147; SA4lih 
TII, 469. 


Lahori II, 577: 
M.U. I(a),170-71. 


Salih Ill, 266, 
451. 


Saunt. 27h. 


Salih III, 463, 


Salih III, 248, 


Waris, 367. 


Kazim, 119, 


Kazim, 474, 


ENDIX-B Contd, 


3. Amir Khan, Mir Miran 6000/5000 Akh. Shaw4l 25th 
(3000x2-3h) RLY, 24th Oct.168!. 
ae Sultan Husain, Iftikhar 3000/1200 Kazim, 880. 
Khan 
5. Muhammad Ibrahim, 3000/1000 M.A. 193. 
Multafat Khan 
6. Rohullah Khan I 5000/5000 $.D,A., 169. 
te Khanazaa Khan, 3600/1200 M.A, 404, 459; 
Ruhullah Khan 11 MoU © 315—1 7s 
8.  ‘Azizullah Khan S/o 2000/500 Akh, 10 Ramazan 
Khalilullah khan 419th R, oe 26 Dec, 
1707; cf. u,.U. II 
824 (1500/1000) 
Or Amir Khan S/o Amir 1000/600 M.A. ,49354.U, Ta’, 
khan Mir Miran 286, 
10. Abul Hasan S/o _ 700/200 Akh, 12 Zilhai, 
Amir Khan Mir Miran 44th RY. 20 May, 1700. 
11, Mir Muhammad aif 400/gat Akh. 44° R.Y.15 Rabi l, 
S/o Amir Khan Mir Miran 19 August ,1700. 
12, Muhammad Kazim S/o 600/100 Akh. 17 Zilhaj, 
Amir Khan Mir Miran 44th RY. 25 May, 1760. 
13. Mir Muhammad Hadi _ 600/90 Akh. 44th R.Y. 
S/o Amir Khan Mir Miran 17 Zilhaj,25 May1700 
14. Mohd, Hasan (or Husain) 500/70 Akh, 17 Zilhaj 
or Mir Hasan S/o Mir 44° RY. 25 May, 
Miran 1700. 
15, Muka ammad Khwaja_S/o 500/60 Akh, 44th RY. 
Amir Khan Mir Miran To Zilhaj, 25 May itd, 
b6s Muhammad Ibrahim Marah- 1000/300 Akh, 29 Cct.1706 
mat Khan s/o Amir Khan S0th R.Y.; MA. 
Mir Miran 481-82 gives 1000/ 
250 in 48th RY. 
17. pon Muha mmad Jafar, 800/250 Akh, 44" RR. v.15 Rabi l, 


‘Aaqidat Khan S/o Mir Miran 


19 Audust, 1700. 
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CHAPTER - SEVEN 


IRANIS AND COMMERCE 


I. SHAISTA KHAN 
II. MIR JUMLA 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
IRANIS AND COMMERCE 


(I) SHAISTA KHAN 

It is widely recognised that members of the Mughal 
nobility were not averse to pursuing commercial and economic 
activities. There are cases of members of every section of 
the ruling class, from princes to petty officers, participat- 
ing in this seus The Mughal nobles, whether jazirdars 
or naqdis (receiving pay from treasury), derived their income 
mainly in cash, and they are said to have Bes ces 
enormous treasures in specie, cash and jewels. Nobles who 
had large amount of cash in hand, often invested it in tradc, 
either by engaging in trade directly or by making advances to 
merchants. They also invested some amount in sea-borne trade. 
Tavernier says, "on arrival for embarkation at Surat, you 
find plenty of money. For it is the principal trade of the 
nobles of India to place their money on speculation for 
Harmuz, Bassora and Mocha and even for Bantam, Achin and 


k 
Philippenes.” 





1. Tapan Raychaudhuri and Irfan Habib (ed. ) The Cambridge 
Economic History of India, Vol. 1,C. 1200C, 1750, Delhi, 
TIES, pe 18 ereafter see C.E.H.I.). For revenue 
collectors called shiqqdars being engaged in commercial 
activities see Fray Sebastian Manrique, Travels of Fray 
Sebastian Manrique (1628-41), trans. C.E. Luard and H. 
Yosten, HakIuyt Society, 1927, Vol. I, pp. 440-44, who 
mentions that the shiqqdar of Pipli sent ta big new ship! 
to Cochin loaded with different kinds of merchandise. 


Qe C.H.HeI1., Vol. Ty De 183. 


Sn a a ae 


4 Tavernier, Vol.I,pp. 37-38 ef. A.Das Gupta in C.ueHoI., 
Vol. I, pe 422. ate 


Apart from the capital advances the Mughal nobles 
and sometimes members of the royal family were also engaged 
in business vejeetnent. In 16+0-41, for instance, Shah Jahan 
and Asaf Khan invested Rs.100,000 in cloth at Ahmadabad for 
Mokha and ordered weavers and dyers not to work for anyone 
else until this order had been Panaaea Sometimes they had 
their own ships which sailed to different ports laden with either 
their own goods or, in some cases, with the cargo of other 
merchants. It is well known, that "Private trade or Sauda-i- 
khas of the Governor was a characteristic feature of India's 
economic life in the 17th and 18th centuries. Many influential 
personages such as Mirza Ishaq Beg (Governor of Surat), Mir 
Jumla, Shuja, Shaista Kpan and Agim-ush Shan (in Bengal) were 


involved in this device." 


1. Empress Nur Jahan and her brother Asaf Kban had extensive 
trade interests in the Persian Gulf and until their ships 
were laden or goods sold none eiZse could do so. See B.G. 
ee Surat in the Seventeenth Century, Bombay, 1979, 
Pe ° 


2. Dagh Register (16+0-1), p. 308 as cited by Tapan Ray 
Chaudhuri in C.E.H.1., Vol. I, p. 183n. 

3. Dara Shukoh had his own junks which sailed to Persia. 
Shahjahan's ship 'Ganjawar' together with five junks of 
Surat was forced to anchor at Gombroon by the customs 
officers who overrated all the goods and levied 20 percent 
of customs. See E.F.I. (1646-50), pp. 318, 324. Cf. Iftikhar 


Ahmad Khan, ‘Indian Merchants in Iran in the 17th century', 
(unpublished) in the cyclostyled volume of Aligarh Papers 


on Medieval Indian History, presented at 44 ession 0 
ndian story Congress held at Burdwan in 1983, p. 158. 
4, Jagdish Narain Sarkar, 'Private Trade in Seventeenth Century 
India', in J.B.R.S., Vol. 49, 1963, p. 200; also see by the 


same author, Studies in Economic Life in Mughal India, 
Delhi, 1975, pp. T8T-82. 


Shaista Khan happens to be one of the nobles, about 


whose commercial activities we have considerable information. 


He sought to obtain gains from trade during his 
viceroyalty of Gujarat (1646-47 and 1651-53) and Bengal . 
(1664-77 and 1679-88). He appears to have tried to monopo- 
lise and control trade of many important articles. While 
Governor of Gujarat, in 16+7, he forced the banjaras to sell 
him sugar-and thus made a profit gain of a 1,000 rupees. 

His rigorous attempt to monopolise the commodity caused a 
great scarcity of the commodity. "Sugar is scarce and dear, 
the governor's tyranny having deterred the merchants from 
bringing any eee He also wanted to engross all the indigo 
collected in the city of Ahmadabad and its environs. He 
Summoned the English aoe brokers which caused much resent- 


ment among the factors. In June 1647 the factors at Ahmadabad 





eee 


1. EoFeI. (1646-50), p.155. 


2. They are found apprehensive of Shaista Khan's ambitions 
for becoming "the sole merchant of this place" and 
declare that if he succeeded in engrossing the indigo 
“Wee may then expect shortly to fetch our butter and 
rice from him." See the letter of George Tash, Hugh 
Fenn and Anthony Smith, factors at Ahmadabad, to the 
President and Council at Surat, dated May 17, 1647 in 
EFI. (1646-50), p. 1303 see also Irfan Habib, The 


Agrarian ayeeem of Mughal India (1556-1707), Bombay, 


3 De n. 


> 
> 2) 
to 


reported about the arbitrary behaviour of the governor 
towards the indigo dealers. Again on July 10, 1647 they 
reported that trade in Gujarat was at a standstil, owing 
to the governor's tyrannical behaviour and the troubles 


4 
with the carters who brought down the goods from Agra. 


In August 16+7 the saltpetre of the English was 
seized-George Tash negotiated with Shaista Khan who, after 
much trouble, allowed the factors to weigh only that much 
quantity of saltpetre for which they had already paid. 

They were thus allowed to take saltpetre worth only 1,500 
rupees, which they had disbursed for saltpetre in es 
The Dutch were faced somewhat similar eonditions. Their 
saltpetre was taken over by the governor who just paid them 


what they had disbursed there on. 


Shaista Khan also tried to engross the cloth trade 
of Gujarat. Many obstacles were put in the procurement of 
chints and tappichindaes bi the English and Dutch merchants 


for their Bantam investment. 


1. EFI. (1646-50), ppe 133, 136. 


2. It was contrary to Shaista Khan's previous promises 
publicly made allowing the English merchants to procure 
5,000 maunds of saltpetre and for that he had also taken 
a bribe of Rs. 280. See E.F.I. (1646-50), p. 150. 


3. Ibid., p. 156. 
h, Ibid. 9 PDPe 150-61 e 


In 1653, claiming to have received orders from the 
King, he stopped saltpetre export of the English merchants. 
They were refused permission to put it aboard the ships ra 
Diu or to embark the goods at any other port than Surat. 
fhe English and Dutch factors alleged that Shaista Khan 
wholly ruined the trade of Ahmadabad by oppressing and 
robbing men of all qualities, especially merchants, either 
directly by seizing upon their goods, or indirectly Oy 
sharing in their profit of whatever was bought or sold. 
Aurangzeb's prohibitory orders to the officers in Gujarat 
asking them not to buy grain cheap and sell it dear, 
suggests that such interference with the market had been 


common and that Shaista Khan was not an exception. 


In Bengal too, Shaista Khan appears to have tried 
to profit by interfering with commerce. The English records 


are full of references to his extortions and covetousness. 


a 


1. E.Fe1. (1651-54), pe 215. 
2. Ibid. , (1 646-50), De 187. 


3. Mirat-i Ahmadi, Vol. I, pp. 286-88; Cf. C.E.H.I., Vol.I, 
T7833; also see Mughal Nobility, p- 159. 


4. E.F.I., relevant volumes passim; also Charles Stewart, 
The History of Bengal, Second edition, Calcutta, 1910, 
pp. 338-533 C.R. Wilson, The Early Annals of the English 
in Bengal: Being the Bengal Public Cons ations for the 
first half of the Eighteenth Century, Calcutta, 1895, 
pp. 48, 79, 90, 98, 111, 118. 


Despite imperial farm&ns and official permits he is alleged 
to have stopped trade in saltpetre and the merchandise of 
the English merchants at every post and ferry and charged 
them customs-duty over and over again. Thomas Bowrey says, 
"Dacca could take a large quantity of Europe goods if it 
were under another Nabob, the present being most covetous." 
He realised the cesses (abwabs) abolished by imperial 
charters and monopolized the internal trade of Bengal in 
commodities of daily use such as salt, supari (betel-nuts ) 
and even the fodder of tae Shaista Khan's private 


enterprise provided great obstacles to free trade in Bengal. 


Shaista Khan used to have brought down by boats 
salt, supari (betel-nuts) and other articles, and sold them 
in Bengal on profitable rates. He also sold these articles 
to the merchants and traders at Dacca and thus prevented 
them from making purchases and sales on their own account. 
This act of Shaista Khan's injustice was reported to 
Aurangzeb, and Shaista Khan was, therefore, recalled to the 
court in 1677. Perhaps salt was the most profitable 
commodity in Bengal during those days, owing to the meagre- 


ness of local supply. One may easily presume the volume of 


1. A Geographical Account of Countries Round the Bay of 
Bengal, 1669-79, ed. R.C. Temple, Cambridge, 1905,p.146n. 
2. Master, op.cit., Vol. II, pp. 80-813 Cf. J.N. Sarkar, 


The History or Bengal, Muslim Period (1200-1757), Patna, | 
3 De e 


3. S.Ke Bhuyan, Annals of the Delhi Badshahate, Gauhati, 
1947, pp. 1 67-608. 


his trade in this single commodity by the fact that he had 
large emporiums of salt at several places on the bank of 

the Bangsha river. In 1677 (when he was recalled to the 
court) these emporiums held salt worth 152,000 rupees which 
he left in the custody of one of his subordinate officers 

as he could not transport it before his departure from 
Bente These salt depots occupied a large area of land 
and when the new governor Prince Muhammad Azam planned to 
construct a lurge market complex for which ample space was 
Pear oat demolished the depots and threw the salt into 


the river. 


It was proverbial that Shaista Khan had amassed a 
large amount of wealth. The property, which after his death, 
was taken into the imperial exchequer, was held to be beyond 
computation. Besides his trading activities he is said to 
have accumulated seventeen crores of rupees ey procuring 
two or three tolas of gold for one gold muhr , which is, 
perhaps, an exaggerated reference to his insistence on 


higher rates for his muhrs. It is said that in thirteen 


1. SK. Bhuyan, op.cit., pp. 169-70. 

eo Ibid., p. 170. 7°. 

3. M.U.,I1, p. 705. Cf. Manucci, Vol. II, p. 322. 
4. SK. Bhuyan, opecit., Dp. 168. 


+» 
wo} 
i] 


years (1664-1677) as governor of Bengal he accumulated 380 
million danke Shaista Khan's monopoly in bees ae and 

the extent of his possessions is further corroborated by 

Shah Nawaz Kiian's account who on the testimony of a reliable 
source says that once when Aurangzeb was hunting, some wax 
was needed. But the officials deputed to collect the wax 
could not procure even a grain of it. The Khan-i Saman 
reported that it was only available in the stores of Shaista 
Khan at Delhi. An order was issued to borrow some to meet 
urgent requirements. As the Khan, at that time, was in 
Bengal it would have taken a long time to have his permission. 
Shaista Khan's agent in Delhi, therefore offered 200 maunds 
of wax, and one or two thousand articles of wax, each weigh- 
ing 2-3 maunds, on his own account, and that too with an 
excuse of not being able to furnish more in the absence of 
his master. It is also said that the wax was stored in wells 
specially dug for the purpose and during ee water was 


put into them to keep the wax from melting. 


The general allegation that Shaista Khan's activities 
were ruinous for European trade in Bengal seems exaggerated. 
On several occasions, as is evident from the English Factory 


Records, he granted the factors privileges such as exemption 


1. Master, op.ecit., Vol. I, p. 493. 


2. C.HeHI., Vol. I, p. 183. Cf. Master, Vol. I, pp. 15 
B3, 3217 Vol. Il, 26, 27, 83. , ; , 


3. M.U., Vol. II, p. 706. 


from customs duty and permission to trade in saltpetre. 


True, Shaista Khdn sent his darogha (agent) to 
Patna, the principal place of saltpetre manufacture, with 
a commission to buy 20,000 maunds of saltpetre in May 164, 
and with orders to forbid the Dutch and the English from 
procuring any saltpetre before the imperial requirement was 
obtained. Job Charnock, the English factor at Patna, mis- 
construed this order and alleged that Shaista Khan wanted 
to take the whole trade into his own hands and to gell saltpetre 
again to the English and the Dutch at profitable ee. 
Similarly, writing from Hugli to the Surat Factors on 21 
June 1664+ William Blake warned the factors that Shaista khan 
wanted to engross all those goods in which he thought of 
commercial deg But Shaista Khan's attempt to procure 
saltpetre for himself was in compliance with the imperial 
requisition of a large quantity of saltpetre required for 
King's wars in the Deccan and Arakan. Whether the imperial 
requisition was fulfilled is not known. Charnock himself 
admits that if he was Supplied with necessary funds, he 


would be able to procure 25 or 30,000 maunds of saltpetre 


1. EFI. (1661-64), p. 3953 (1665-67), p- 135, 1383 


= 9 Pe 16, ete. 
2. Tbid., pp. 395-96. 


36 TbiGs, pe 395%. 


4 
yearly, 'whereas hitherto 18,000 had been the limit. In 


1665 factors from Bengal wrote that "if (we) had moneys, 


2] 
4000 tonns might easily yearly be procured." 


Stewart also believes that Shaista Khan's administra- 
tion provided a favourable environment for the English 
Company's trade to grow. Whereas in 1659 its Bengal invest- 
ment Snoaaeed to only £10,000, it was raised to £ 85,000 in 
1674, to BE 100,000 in 1677 and to over £ 1,50,000 in ae 
analysis of Shaista Khan's parwanas which he granted to the 
English,from time to time,shows that his attitude towards ti.cm 
was not unfriena@ly. In almost all of his parwanas he ordered 
his underlings that henceforth they were bound not to cheat 
the English traders not to create any restraint in the 


transvortation of their goods either on land or on water. 


——— 








1% EFI. (1661-64), De 396. 
2. Ibid, (1665-67), pe 139. 


3e History of Bengal, op.cit., p. 331. 


4, M. Mohar Ali, 'Nawab Shaista Khan and the East India 
Company's Trade in Bengal, 1664-1669, in J.A.S. Pak, 
Vol. X, No. 2, December, 1965, p. 89. This expansion 
in the volume of Bengal trade led the Company in 1682 
to separate the Bengal factories from the control of 
the Madras Council and to set them on an independent 
footing. William Hedges was appointed agent and 
governor with special powers in the Bay of Bengal 
with his seat at Hugly, the first military establish- 
ment of the Company in Bengal. See Stewart, op.cit., 
pp. 339-40. ae 


He also condemns those officials who committed malpractices. 
"He ordered the officials to provide all kinds of help to 
the factors in their dealings with their local agents and 

1 


other traders. 


Shihabuddin Talish remarks that the former governors 
of Bengal used to farm out (ijara) trade in most of the 
articles of food and clothing and all merchandise and then 
sell them at arbitrarily set rates, which the necessitious 
people had to agree to. Whenever ships brought elephants 
and other articles to the ports of Bengal the subedar's men 
used to confiscate (qurq) them and take whatever they 
selected at prices of their own liking. Shaista Kuan, on 
taking charge of the province, is said to have forbidden 
these practices and to have moreover decreed that there 


2 
should be freedom for everyone to buy and sell. 


Shaista Khan governed Bengal for about a quarter 
century and during his government peace, and commerce 
flourished. The commodities of daily use were so cheap 


3 


that 320 seers or 8 maunds of rice was sold to a rupee. 





1. See copies of parwanas of Shaista Khan in the collection 
of Farmans, Nishaéns and Parwanas, issued in favour of 
English East India Company, from 1637 to 1712, British 
Museum, Add. 24039. 


2. Shihabuddin falish, Fathiyah-i ‘Ipri ah, OR. MS. Bod1.589, 
ff. 127(a)-(b)3 also see Jadu Nath ae 'Shaista Khan 
in Bengal, 1664-1666', in J.A.S.B.(second series) Vol. 2, 
June 1906, p. 263. 


3- Riyaz-us Salatin, op.cit,, p. 228. 
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Talish remarks that it was due to Shaista Khan's excellent 
arrangements that from the beginning till the writing of 
his book the price of grain in the army had been almost 

4 


equal to the price in Dacca. 


On the whole it appears that Shaista Khan partici- 
pated actively in trading activities, and enforce2d monopo- 
lies wherever possible. But the English factors! accounts 
tend to exaggerate his faults. Where his own interests 
were not involved, he was not unfriendly to the Europeans and 
during his governorship of Bengal the trade of the Companies 


flourished. 


(II) MIR JUMLA 


If Shaista Khan offers the best example of a Mughal 
noble engaged in internal trade, Mir Jumla is the best 
example of a noble indulging successfully in sea-borne 
trade. Besides holding the reputation of an able statesman, 
general and diplomat, he is also known for his frequent 
business deals with European factors, to whom he even 


advanced loans. In 1642-43, the English factors are reported 


Nee en 


1. Fatpiyah-i Tbriyah, ff. 160(a)=(b). 


to have decided to borrow 4 or 5 thousand pagodas from 
him at Golkonda at an interest of 14% a month for 4 or 

5 sae: He also lent the English in Madras (Fort te 
George) '16,000 rials of eight on twelve months gratis.'! 
Mir Jumla himself occasionally borrowed money from the 
English factors, apparently to financing his business 
enterprises. He was in a real sense a ‘merchant prince’, 


his ships carrying on i between Arakan, Southern India, 


Bengal, Persia and Arabia. 


His mercantile temperament had its origin in his 
family background. As has been mentioned above (Chapter 6 
Section IV) his father was a petty oil-merchant of Isfahan. 
At the very beginning of his career, Mir Jumla joined the 
service of a diamond merchant in Persia as a clerk. He 
came to India and reached Golkonda with a Persian horse 
merchant. Soon after his arrival, we are informed that he 


went through the streets from door to door selling shoes. 


1. E.F.1. (1642-45), pp. 69, 79. 

2. Ibid. ,(164+6-50), XXViii, 166-67. 

3. Cf. Mir Jumla op.cit., p. 9. 

4, E.FeI. (1651-54), p. 12. 

5» Bernier, pe 163 Manucci, I, pp. 231-32. 
6. Manucci, I, pp. 231-32. 
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Thus by the time he arrived in India he had acquired 

ample experience as a merchant and was well versed in the 
art of business. We have the testimony of Bernier that 
Mir Jumla's "lineage was not noble, but his talents were 
of the first order: he was an accomplished soldier, and 
deeply versed in erry Within a few years of his 
arrival at Golkonda his business acumen seems to have 
paid off. Manucci writes that he made a present to the 
King of Golkonda of some fine elephants and various cloths 
of Eurone and China and ‘in this way he wes well received 


and obtained an appointment with good pay.' 


Mir Jumla'ts extensive and well organised commercial 
enterprises, both internal and external, constituted one 
of the principal sources of his revenue. He charged 
monopoly prices and tried to control internal production. 
His comnercial activities, for the sake of convenience, 
may be studied in two phases — Karnataka and Bengal. In 
the first phase, as sar-i khail of Golkonda from 1637, 


‘ir Jumla continued his efforts to prevent the loss to 








1. Bernier, p. 16. 


2. He was appointed as Sar-i Khail, an important office 
the incumbent of which had to discharge military, civil 


and revenue functions. See Mir Jumla op.cit., pp. 9,10. 
For his salary being 3000 huns see H.K. Sherwani, 


History of the Qutb Shahi Dynasty, New Delhi, 1974, 
pe vy e 


customs revenue of the State, arising from the illegal 
profits of tne English by insisting on the strict applica- 
tion of the Golden farman (of February 26, 1634). His 
outlook seems to nave been legal and rational. But he 
moulded his policy as suited his own interests even at the 
cost of those of the ors Consequently, when Mir Jumla 
emerges as all powerful wazir of Golkonda, the European 


factors adonted the policy of appeasement viz-a-viz the 


1. AS Governor of Masulipatam from 1635-6, Mir Jumla 
viewed with jealousy the commercial concessions enjoyed 
by the English. By the Golden farman the English had 
secured complete exemption from all customs in the 
Golkonda kingdom on certain conditions, and the farmers 
of the Masulipatam customs had been allowed to pay 800 
pagodas (about £400) less a year to the State treasury 
by way of compensation for the resultant loss The 
farman was to become invalid if the duties payable by 
the English exceeded that amount. But Mir Jumla and 
other officers at Masulipatam viewed these comercial 
concessions of the English with grave concern, as they 
involved the State in great loss of customs revenues, 
owing to unlicensed practices on the part of the 
English East India Company's traders. Mir Jumla to- 
gether with the Dutch, therefore, took steps against 
them and acquainted the Sultan of their violation of 
the Golden farman. The result was that_the Sar-i Khail 
(Abdullah Khan Mazandardni) and the Dabir (Mulla Wais)_ 
of the Golkonda court demanded from The English the 
excess over 800 pagodas, the stipulated yearly abate- 
ment. See Mir Jumla, pp. &, 92. 


2. Mir Jumla, pp. 92-93. 


Mir. Hence they offered him presents, lent him personnel 
- pilots, sailors, gunners — and carried his cargoes on 
their own ships without charging freight and customs, Mir 
Jumla, in turn, helped them on various occasions, by lend- 
ing money, confirming their privileges, and allowing them 
to use his ships and pilots. Thus he tried to use them as 
an instrument for the realisation of his commercial and 


political ambitions.! 


By 1647, besides his political and administrative 
engagements in Karnataka, Mir Jumla expanded his sea-borne 
trade and his junks plied ecg Masulipatam, Surat, 
Gombroon, Mokha, Peru, Pegu etc. In 1651 Mir Jumla is said 
to have owned 400 horses, 300 elephants, 400 or 500 camels, 
and 10,000 Oxen for transporting his goods to several 
countries like Golkonda and Bijapur and also into different 
parts of the Mughal Empire. He also had trade relations 
with Pegu, Tenasserim (Mergui Archipelago), Achin, Arakan 
(in Burma), Persia, Bengal, Mokha, Peruk, Maldives and 
Macassar. His fleet then consisted of ten ships and he 
intended to build more. For this purpose he appears to have 


1. Mir Jumla, pp. 93-9. 
a2. EFie (1646-50), pp. 98, 139, 273. At that time Golkonda 


merchants were obliged to carry their own goods to these 
places on ships mostly owned by Mir Jumla. See W.H. More- 


land, From Akbar to Aurangzeb, New Delhi, 1972, p. &6. 
3. E.F.1. (1651-54 9 De 12. 


employed an English man Thomas Pratt for Rs.500/- per 

month, wi:ose duty apart from building boats, was to make 

ammunition for river petaae He also possessed a large 

crew of sailors and navigators for his fleet, including 
a 


both huslims and lHuropeans. 


It seems that Mir Jumla was always keen in 
explozin;: profitable commodities and favourable markets. 
Whenever he got such opportunities he never failed in 
making profits thereof. Thus we see him dealing in different 
commodities with different countries. Burma, for instance 
was famous for her 'perfect Rubies and Sapphires', its 
gumlack was of the finest quality, martaban jars, gold, 
copper, Lin, quicksilver, beli-metal (ganza ) and benzoin 
were also available there. Mir Jumla, therefore, negotiated 
with the ruler of Pegu (known as 'the Lord of White 
Elephants!) for establishing commercial relations, in which 
he was successful and Mir Jumlats junks laden with his own 
freight goods sailed regularly from Masulipatam to Pegu, 
while his servants and agents used to constantly journey to 
and from Pegu, sometimes on Dutch ships (e.g. 1653). Mir 


Jumla sometimes employed English private traders (e.g. 





1. Manucci, II, pp. 87, 102. 
2. Mir Jumla, p. 8b. 
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Richard Cogan in 16+7) to conduct commercial operations 

on his behalf with Pegu. The political disturbances in 
Pegu due to the Chinese invasion adversely affected Mir 
Jumlats trade in 1651. About 1653 the King of Pegu 
prohibited the sale of tin and tusks to strangers and the 
export of Ganza and oo aa guards on the way to Martavan 


to implement his order. 


Arakan was famous for wild elephants. Mir Jumla 
corresponded with its ruler Dharmaraja requesting him to 
grant trade facilities in Arakan to his men, and requested 
the Raja to release several Mughals long imprisoned in Arakan. 
The Mir purchased 4 elephants sar py the Raja to the East 


Coast and received one as a gift. 


Mir Jumla procured spices from the East Indies, 
slaves and rice from Macassar, tin from Pernuk and cowries 
a) 
from the Maldives in return for the East coast calicoes. 
With Persia Mir Jumla had equally close commercial 
links, Every year he used to send his ae from the East 


coast laden with a large quantity of goods. His power and 


1. ESF. (1646-50), 98-99, 1983 (1651-54), 260, 263; Cf. 
Mir Jumla, pp. 84, 90n. 


2. For Mir Jumla's Arakan trade see Bowrey op.cit, pp. 73, 
222, 245n. 


3. ESF. (1637-41), 167-8n3 (1651-54), 99, 290-91. 
We Ibid. (1646-50), 139, 273; Cf. Mir Jumla, p. 65. 
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influence as the minister of Golkonda enabled him to 
utilize the English ships also in tras porting his articles 
to Persia without paying freight and customs. In 1651- 
Mir Jumla's junk reached Gombroon via Gwador on the Makran 
coast and about 200 tumans were remitted as the Company's 


1 
share of customs due on his goods from Masulipatam, 


Mir Jumla not only occasionally sent his goods on 
English and Dutch ships, but there are also statements that 
even his own junks were sometimes navigated by English and 
Dutch pilots hired by him. Thus we have names of Roger 
Adams, Richard Walwyn, John Gayton and Thomas Bostock. 
Mokha was an important commercial centre mee Mir Jumla 


regularly sent his junks piloted by Europeans. 


In 1656 when Mir Jumla joined the service of Shah 
Jahan, he is said to have made a present to the Emperor 
amounting to Rs. 15 lakhs and other valuables including 
the famous Koh-i Nur. An idea of his wealth may also be 
nad from the fact that while in Golkonda, he maintained his 


a A A ore te 


1. E.F.I. (1651-54), pp. 67, 117-18, 125-26. Cf. Mir Jumla, 
[a :  Oe oy aero ee 


o, : Be sPede 1637-41)» nag) ooh (16setes pp. on 
26659 DEECBO. a ome, he 


3. M.U.,TII, p. 5353 for Koh-i Nur see Manucci 1, 237-32 
and note; Tavernier, IIT, Appendix-I, pp. iy 6, 
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own army cauipped with efficient artillery and many 
European Sedna When he was in Mughal service he 
is also said to have declared that he could maintain his 
entire establishment and thus supplement the expenditure 
sanctioned by the emperor from his own caheee Much 
of this opulence of Mir Jumla arose out of Mir Jumla's 
commercial activities. His diamonds were usually counted 
in oe Thevenot says that Mir Jumla possessed 
20 maunds ( 4O seers to a maund ) of i eunae? 
He preferred selling the best diamonds to the 
Portuguese. Dom Phelipe Mascarehnas, the Portuguese 


Viceroy of Goa, was his friend as well as chief customer. 


1. Manucci, I, pp. 232-33. In 1653-54, Aurangzeb sent 
Muhammad Momin to report on the affairs of Mir Jumla. 
He observed that Mir Jumla'ts army numbered 9000 cavalry 
of which 5000 were his own servants and 4000 Qutb Shahi 
deserters, — and 20,000 infantry, — that his resources 
consisted of cash, fine jewels, artillery, good elephants, 
‘Iraqi and Arab horses and all kinds of provisions of 
pomp and grandeur of superior quality. See Abtl Fath 
Qabil Khan, Ada&b-i ‘Alamgiri, MS. Farsiyah No. 20, 
Research Library, Department of History, Aligarh Muslim 
University, Aligarh, 1216 A.H., f. 48(a). 


2. S.K. Bhuyan, Lachat Barphukan and His Times, Gauhati, 
1947, Pe 152. 


3. Bernier, p. 17. 


4. Thevenot, The Indian Travels of Thevenot and Careri, 
(ed.) S.N. Sen, New Delhi, 9 PP. 5 


5. Bernier, pp. 17-18n; Manucci, I, pp. 232-33. 
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They exchanged presents. Dom Phelipe sent him several 
kinds of brocade and porcelain from China, together with 
many curosities from Japan, and Mir Jumla sent back gems 
and diamonds extracted from his Golkonda —, Two of 
his diamonds, weighing 57 and 674 carates, which Dom 
enowee to Tavernier at Goa were probably obtained from the 


Mir. 


Mir Jumla does not seem to have disdained comnerce 
of any sort. He dealt in cloth, bezoar, iron, steel and 
saltpetre in Karnataka. His agents held the monopoly of 
the unbleached (brown) cloth, to aaa all from the 


weavers and to sell at 20% profit. 


During his governorship of Bengal (1660-1663) Mir 
Jumla endeavoured to monopolise all articles of necessity 
and then sell them at fenciful prices. About 1660, Mir 
Jumla offered to supply the English factors every year as 
much sailtpetre as they would require. In the opinion of 
the Madras factors he did so for his personal profit. 
1. Manucci, I, pp. 232-33. 
2. Tavernier, I, pp. 200, 228. 


3. E.F.1. (1651-54), pe 12. 
4. Ibid., p. 22. 
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About the same time the English factors at Patna were 
indebted to him for supply for 30,000 bags (6000 maunds ) 
of bates. Again, sale of grain placed under a strict 
monopoly. Paddy and other necessaries coming to Madras 
through his jurisdiction had to pay customs, while paddy 
was sold to the towns people at 25% more than the mornet 
price. The English at Madras could not sell any thing 
except the articles purchased from the men of Nawab's 
farmer at prices 50% higher than those prevailing in the 


neighbourhood. He wanted to establish a monopoly of “all 
2 


imported goods." 


Mir Jumla and his officers, from time to time, 
extracted money from merchants on different pretexts. In 
1661, for instance, Mir Jumla demanded Rs.50,000 from the 
grain merchants of the Dacca on the pretext that the latter 
had made extra profit due to the continued presence of his 
large camp for the Kuch Bihar and Assam campaigns. The 
merchants, however, paid only Rs. 25,000 in all. A sum 
of three lakhs was offered by the city coeds 
1. EeF.1.(1661-64), p. 67. 

2. pbid (1655-60), pp. 41, 93. Also see Mir Jumla,pp. 77- 


3. Mir Jumla, pp. 277-78; Cf. Anjali Chatterjee, Bengal 


in the Reign of Aurangzeb, 1658-1707, Calcutta, 1967, 
De 


4. Moreland, op.cit., p. 292. 
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In 1658, Malik Beg the Governor of Hugli demanded 
from the English an annual payment of Rs. 3,000 in lieu 
of customs on the pretext that the imprisonment of Shah- 
Jahan and assumption of powcr by Aurangzeb had made all 
imperial grants null and void. In 1659 the governor of 
Balasore began to levy exorbitant charges for anchorage 
upon the English. a oe factors declined to pay, 


and so a dispute arose. 


ee ee 


1. EFI. (1655~60), PPe 391-235 Stewart, Op.cit., De Sen. 
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